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DEDICATION 


Many  years  ago  it  was  the  dream  of  many  Asbill 
descendants  to  preserve  the  records  of  a  noble  family* 
Many  Family  Histories  were  started  but  never  finished, 
many  records  were  written  in  family  Bibles  but  lost 
and  mahy  family  legends  were  told  and  forgotten. 

In/  — -  0  n  1  ■  ■  \  ■  V“ 5 .  •  .sT  ’ 

It  remained  for  a  young,  energetic  Asbill 
d ascendent  to  spend  his  short  life  in  accomplishing 
with  the  help  of  God  this  almost  impossible  task.  To 
DONALD  EUGENE  '  BENNETT,  my  son  who  was  born  on  March  31# 
1934  and  who  departed  this  life  on  September  8,  1954 
because  of  an  untimely  death  from  cancer,  I  wish  to 
dedicate  this  book. 

God  seemed  to  send  us  in  our  work  to  the  many 
lands  where  the  Asbills  lived,  to  the  many  places  where 
data  was  preserved  and  to  the  many  great  people  who 
still  knew  of  the  family  connections.  The  ten  years 
spent  in  intensive  research  with  DON  were  the  hanpiest 
years  of  my  life. 

George  T.  Bennett ,  co-author 
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GREAT  BRITAIN  IN  1661  A.  B. 

SHOWING  THE  ORIGINAL  HOMES  OF  THE  FAMALIES  OF 
ASBALL  ROSS  MOORE 


CHAPTER  ONE 


FAMILY  ORIGIN  AND  BACKGROUND 


The  origin' of  the  Ashill  Family  was  lost  among  the  sands 
of  time.  We  know,  however,  that  the  family  was  of  Anglo-Saxon 
stock.  Historians  tell  us  that  the  Angles  and  Saxons  migrated 
to  England  from  northern  Germany  in  the  fifth  Century  A.  Do 
King  Alfred  the  Great  was  their  famous  leader  of  the  ninth  Cent¬ 
ury.  These  people  flourished  in  England  until  1066  when  they 
were  subdued  by  the  Normans,  who  became  the  nobles  of  the  land, 
reducing  the  former  owners' to  the  role  of  servants.  Inter¬ 
marriage  followed,  however,  and  the  mingling  of  blood  continued 
until  the  thirteenth  or  fourteenth  Century  when  the  Normans  and 
Anglo-Saxons  were  no  more.  Englishmen  stood  in  uheir  places. 

Out  of  this  bit  of  evidence,  we  arc  able  to  conclude  that 
our  Asbill  ancestors  were  a  sturdy,  hard  working  people,  who 
sprang  from  the  race  of  conquered  Anglo-Saxons  with  some  bl 3od 
of  the  conquering  noble  Normans  in  their  vciins  . 

‘  V..  1.  1  A""  , " jl  -  <  y  ’sc-.y  ^  '4  ■  >  ~’L 

A  community  of  great  importance  to  the  Asbill  family  was 
located  near  the  center  of  Devonshire,  England  *  In  early  times 
the  hills  or  loiowls,  which  were  known  as  ^Balds'1 ,  were  covered 
with  groves  of  beautiful  ash  trees.  The  people  who  lived  in 
this  picturesque  setting  were  known  as  Ashbaldc  or  the  people 
who  lived  among  the  ash  trees  on  the  hills ,  The  leading  city 
of  the  community  was  located  near  the  center  of  Devonshire  and 
was  called  Ashburton  or  the  ,ltown  among  the  ashes’*. 

It  was  only  a  short  distance  from  the  city  to  the  sea. 
Without  question,  many  of  the  early  Ashbalds  traveled  by  horse 
back,  coach  or  on  foot  to  see  the  thousands  of  white  sail  boats 
which  were  coming  or  going  to  and  from  all  parts  of  the  l/Yorld. 


It  was  in  a  nearby  community  in  the'  same  shire  that  both  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  and  his  half-brother.  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  lived. 

It  was  here,  too,  that  Raleigh  and  Gilbert  outfitted  ships  to 
sail  for  America. 

There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the  Ashbalds, 
who  were  not  eldest  sons  (sons  who  inherited  the  manor),  became 
sea  captains  or  shipbuilders.  At  Plymouth  in  Devonshire  we 
find  Ashbalds  who  were  not  only  sea  captains  and  shipbuilders, 
but  also  according  to  legend,  several  kings  had  coaches  made 
by  the  Ashbald  craftsmen.  Long  bows  of  the  finest  and  later 
rifles  that  had  no  equal  were  also  produced  by  Ashbald  (Asbill) 
skill . 

In  American  Colonial  times  we  find  Asballs  (Ashbalds)  still 
applying  their  trades  as  super  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  ship¬ 
builders,  cart  makers,  wagon  makers,  coach  makers  and  gunsmiths 
of  the  highest  order.  Many  of  the  rifles  used  by  the  famous 
"Long  Hunters"  were  Asbill' made.  Several  of  these  rifles  are  still 
in  existence  near  Sand  Gap,  Kentucky . 

Going  back  to  the  early  homes  in  Devonshire,  it  is  quite 
probable  that  our  ancestors  enlisted  with  Raleigh,  Gilbert  or 
Drake  and  sailed  for  America.  Perhaps,  when  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert 
sailed  from  Plymouth  (Devonshire,  England)  in  1553,  that  sailors 
who  bore  the  Ashbald  name  were  aboard.  Maybe  some  went  down  with 
Gilbert  on  his  ship  "Th^  Squirrel",  or  perhaps  they  returned  to 
England  with  "The  Golden  Hind"  where  they  made  plans  to  try  again 
for  the  promised  land  of  North  Carolina.  The  fact  that  both 
Ashbalds  and  Raleighs  lived  in  the  same  community  in  England  and 
sailed  for  the  same  destination  in  Carolina  at  the  same  time 
almost  proves  that  Raleigh’s  and  later  expeditions  included  some 
of  our  early  kinsmen. 

On  April  27,  1584,  Raleigh  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  two  ships 
in  charge  of  Captains  Phillip  Amandas  and  Arthur  Barlowe.  This 
fleet  left  England  in  another  effort  to  reach  the  American  Colony. 
After  sailing  for  seven  weeks  across  the  Atlantic,  land  was  sighted 
on  July  4,  1584.  It  was  the  long  sand  bar  known  as  the  "Outer 
Bank"  iust  off  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 


Sailing  northward, ' they  went  some  distance  looking  for  an 
entrance.  Finally,  they  came  to  an  inlet  near  Roanoke  Island. 
After  anchoring,  they  went  ashore.  Bari owe  wrote,  "After  thanks 
were  given  to  God  for  our  safe  arrival,  the  land  was  taken  in 
the  right  of  the  Queen »s  most  excellent  Majesty."  The  following 
from  Bari owe fs  report  indicated  that  a  "Garden  of  Eden"  had  been 
found.  "Soil  most  plentiful,  sweet,  fruitful  and  wholesome;  oak 
far  greater  and  better  than  those  in  England;  cedars,  the  biggest 
anc.  reedest  in  the  world;  under  the  woods  of  sweet  smelling  trees 
and  shrubs  and  grapes  of  the  finest." 

Ke  said  further,  "The  woods  were  full  of  game,  deer,  bears, 
rabbits,  squirrels  and  fowl;  the  lakes  were  full  of  swan,  geese, 
ducks  and  the  sea  was  full  of  the  goodliest  and  the  best  fish  in 
the  world."  This  is  a  description  of  the  land  which  in  less  than 
seventy-five  years  was  to  become  the  homeland  of  our  earliest 
ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a,n  authenic  record. 


After  visiting  friendly  Indians,  Barlowe  returned  to 
England  with  melons,  corn,  tobacco,  fruits,  nuts, 'peas  and 
potatoes.  Two  Indian  youths,  IJanteo  and  Tranches e,  accompanied  kin 

.  Upon  arrival  to  England,  "Good  Queen  Bess"  agreed  that  he 
had  found  the  right  place  and  with  Raleigh  began  to  make  plans 
to  plant  a  new  colony.  -Seven  ships  wore  fitted  out  and  stored 
with  enough  provisions  to  last  several  months.  Sir  Richard 
C-recnville  was  placed  in  command  of  the  fleet,  Ralph  Land  was 
appointed  governor  of  the  Colony,  Thomas  Harriot  was  named 
historian  and  scientist,  while  John  White  was  commissioned  to 
make  pictures  of  the  new  land  and  people.  One  hundred  eighty 
men  were  soon  signed  up  to  sail.  Among  them  were  gentlemen 
adventurers,  peasants  and  unemployed  men  from  London  and  Plymouth. 


’On  April  9,  1505,  less  than  seven  months  after  Barlowe *s 
return,  the  expedition  set  out  from  Plymouth  Harbor.  Sailing 
by  the  way  of  the  Canary  Island  and  the  West  Indies,  then  up 
the  coast  of  Florida,  they  reached  the  Carolina  shores. 
Exploring  wa s  done  around  Pamilco  and  Albemarle  Sounds,  while 
Chief  Manteo  and  Chief  Wanchese  returned  to  Roanoke  Island. 


Greenville  returned  to  England,  leaving  the  little  colony  to 
shift  for  itself.  He  promised  to  come  back  with  supplies  by 
Easter  but  was  delayed.  In  the  meantime.  Sir  Francis  Dr$ke 
sailed  into  Roanoke  Harbor  on  his  way  back  from  his  famous  trip 
around  the  world.  % After  persuasion.  Sir  Francis  Drake  agreed 
to  leave  one  of  his  ships  for  use  of  the  stranded  colonists, 
but  a  severe  storm  came  up  and  wrecked  the  ship.  The  discouraged 
settlers  had  grown  tired  of  waiting  for  Greenville fs  return  and 
sailed  for  England  with  Drake.  A  few  days  later,  Greenville 
sailed  into  the  harbor  with  supplies .  After  finding  his  settlers 
gone,  he  left  fifteen  men  to  hold  England's  claim  and  sailed  for 
home  • 

Raleigh  now  organized  a  new  party  of  country  people  who 
were  willing  to  plant  a  new  colony  in  the  new' world.  This 
party  included  married  men  and  their  families,  among  them 
seventeen  women  and  nine  children.  In  April,  1587,  the  new  • 
expedition  sailed  for  America.  Upon  arriving  at  Roanoke  Island, 
bhey  found  the  fifteen  men  left  by  Greenville  gone,  so  plans 
were  made  to  have  the  colony  continue  on  up  the  coast  to  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  and  settle  in  what  is  now  Virginia.  However, 
the  fear  of  storms  kept  the  master  of  the  fleet  from  sailing 
farther  and  the  settlement  was  made  again  at  Roanoke.  John  Tflfhite, 
who  was  made  the  new  Governor  of  the  colony,  went  back  to  England 
for  supplies.  Because  of  the  war  between  England  and  Spain, 
he  could  not  return  as  soon  as  he  had  planned.  In  the  meantime, 
the  colony  was  either  destroyed  by  the  Indians  or  moved  inland. 

The  later  theory  is  supported  by  the  legend  among  some  of  the 
inland  Indians  that  their  ancestors  f,talked  from  books1'.  Later 
explorers  found,  too,  that  several  of  these  Indians  had  grey  or 
blue  eyes  and  that  several  of  these  Indians  had  the  same  names 
as  the  former  colonial  families.  All  of  this  happened  in  the  land 
where  many  of  the  Asbilles  lived  years  later  and  some  are  still 
living  at  the  present  time. 


CHAPTER  TWO 


THE  FAMILY  NAME 

Our  early  American  families  on  many  occasions  used 
the  name  Ashbald,  the  early  English  name.  However,  it  was 
also  spelled  Ashball,  Asball,  Ashbal,  Asbille,  Asbill,  etc. 

As  time  went  bn,  Ashbald  became  Asbald,  Ashbell,  Aeschbald,  * 
Asbal,  Asbell,  Asbel,  Asbill,  Archbal,  Azbell,  Azbill,  Azbil, 
Ayersbal  and  in  a  few  cases  Ashburn,  etc.  Today  the  most 
popular  spelling  is  Asbill,  Asbell,  Azbill  and  Azbell. 

*■  V  .  ’■  .  / '  '  '  v  '  ^  _  \  *  ,  , 

W3-‘find  numerous  misspellings  such  as  Ashall,  Ashbee, 
Ashbie  and  Asbitt.  Many  mistakes  were  made  in  copying  the 
early  hand  written  records.  We  find  several  cases  of  miscopying 
the  letter  wb11  making  it  an  ’*hn .  In  our  early  record  of  George 
Asball  and  his' family  who  lived' in  Linhaven  Farish,  Lower 
Norfolk  County,  Virginia  (1652) ,  now  North  Carolina,  his  name 
on  several  occasions  was  copied  ’dAshall’*  in  place  of  the  correct 
name  ’'Asball’1. 

Along  with  the  record,  of  George  Asball,  we  find  that 
of  Adam  Asball  (1652)  spelled  Aspull  many  times.  This  probably 
was  due  to  miscopying  the  written  record  or  to  the  spelling 
of  the  name  as  it  sounded  to  those  who  recorded  it.  (Handbook 
of  American  Genealogy,  Book  47,  year  1893.) 

In  the  volume  ’'Immigrants  to  America  before  1750’*,  Book 
9,  we  find  John  Ashbel  spelled  John  Ashbee.  It  Is  easy  to 
understand  that  the  last  nln  was  taken  for  an  ’*e’*.  In  the 
case  of  Soloman  Asbill,  one  of  our  Tennessee  pioneers,  we  find 
his  name  copied  ,|Asbiett  in  place  of  Asbil*  The  ’*!’*  in  this 
case  was  mistaken  for  an  TteT* .  His  Revolutionary  and  Military 
records  were  so  mis-copied. 
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During  the  Revolution,  many  of  the  Asbills  thought 
that  there  was  a  possibility  of  England’s  winning  the  war, 
therefore,  they  were  cautious  of  giving  their  correct  names 
in  the  Army  records.  James  Asbill,  son  of  Joseph  of  this 
period,  signed  his  name  nAsbitttJ  with  a  flourish  over  the 
two  "l’s”  thus  making  the  name  appear  Asbitt  in  place  of 
Asbill,  This  could  also  be  blamed  to  the  copying  or  writing 
of  the  records  by  Army  Officials  or  others.  Emanuel  Asbill, 
also  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  perhaps  a  son  of  James , 
had  his  name  on  the  Army  records  spelled  the  same  way. 

Although  we  find  Isbills  (isbals)  in  early  times' 
along  the  Eastern  Carolina  coast,  later  in  Surry  County, 
North  Carolina,  still  later  in  Madison  County,  Kentucky 
and  finally  in  Macon  County,  Missouri  living  at  the  same 
time  and  in  the  same  communities  with  the  Asbills,  we 
doubt  if  those  families  are  of  immediate  kin.  The  same 
is  true  of  the  Aswells  and  Azwells .  It  is  quite  possible 
that  the  family  differed  in  choosing  between  the  English 
King,  Charles  I*  and  Oliver  Cromwell  during  the  civil 
par  in  England. s  Since  the  names  are  so  much  alike  it  is 
reasonable  to  believe  those  favoring  one  side  took  the 
name  of  Asbill,  while  those  favoring  the  other  took  the 
name  of  Isbill  or  Aswell.  Feeling  ran  very  high  during 
this  time  and.  this  could  have  well  been  the  case. 

In  later  times  we  know  that  our  ancestors  did  differ 
in  the  spelling  of  the  family  name.  Some  retained  the 
original  Asbill  spelling,  while  others  adopted  ’Vi-SboH** , 
rA.zbillu  and  nAzbellt!.  From  our  records  we  know  that  all 
of  these  three  groups  were  of  the  same  families.  Old  Uncle 
Billy  (son  of  William  of  Revolutionary  times)  spelled 
his  name  Azbill.  Old  Uncle  Billy  had  a  falling-  out  with 
his  brother  Joseph  over  the  spelling  but  admitted  that  the 
correct  spelling  should  be  Asbill.  We  find  that  the 
descendants  of  the  William  Asbill  and  Malinda  Ross  (Indian) 
marriage  used  the  ^Azbill1*  name  while  the  descendents  of 
the  William  Asbill  and  Elizabeth  Moore  marriage  followed 
the  uAsbillu  name. 
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CHAPTER  THREE 


SETTLEMENT  IN  AMERICA 

The  restless  spirit  of  the  Asbill  ancestors,  the  love  of 
freedom  and  plenty  of  "elbow  room"  kept  them  either  on  the  seas 
or  in  close  touch  -with  the  ships  that  came  anc!  went  to  America. 

In  1607  the  London  Company  sent  over  a  colony  that  made 
the  first  permanent  English  settlement.  This  was  on  the  James 
River  in  Virginia  and  was  named  Jamestown  in  honor  of  King 
James  I.  The  ships  that  came  and  went  to  this  colony  passed 
by  the  Carolina  shores  where  in  a  short  time  the  first  of  our 
American  ancestors  were  to  land.  For  several  years  these 
Virginia  settlers  had  many  hardships  and  the  fate  of  the  colony 
in  America  hung  in  the  balance.  Many  died  of  cold,  hunger  and 
disease,  while  others  became  discouraged  and  returned  to  England. 

In  1619  a  shipload  of  ’'respectable  maidens"  'came  to  cheer 
the  hearts  and  brighten  the  homes  of  the  bachelor  settlers,  many 
of  whom  remained  bachelors  no  longer.  In  the  same  year  another 
ship  brought  its  first  negro  slaves  from  Africa.  Still  another 
important  event  of  1619  was  the  establishment  of  the  first  lav/- 
making  body  elected  by  the  people  to  ever  meet  on  American  soil. 
This  body  assembled  at  Jamestown  and  was  known  as  the  House  of 
Burgesses . 

Many  of  the  settlers  were  poor  and  could  not  even  pay 
their  passage  across  the  Atlantic,  so  they  signed  agreements  or 
’'indentures’1  to  work  for  a  certain  number  of  years  for  the 
planters  who  would  pay  their  ways  across.  These  were  known  as 
’'indenture  servants",  \vhen  their  time  of  service  was  over,  many 
of  them  made  their  way  to  the  outskirts  of  the  ^colony  and  there 
as  hardy  pioneers  took  up  land  for  themselves. 

-  .  "  ■  -  .  - 


A  smaller  group  of  settlers,  but  one  that  was  very  important 
in  shaping  the  life  and  ideals  of  Virginia  and  her  neighbors,  was 
made  up  of  the  younger  sons  of  the  English  nobles  and  ’’gentlemen”. 
Over  here  they  could  buy  at  small  cost  plantations  as  la.rge  as  those 
that  their  eldest  brothers  inherited  in  England.  They  could  have 
slaves  and  indentured  servants  to  work  their  broad  fields.  They  couL 
send  their  rich  harvests  of  tobacco  to  England  and  get  in  return 
fine  furniture,  silverware,  books  and  all  that  men  could  buy  in  those 
days  to  make  life  comfortable. 

The  lav/  of  England  that  all  the  lands  of  the  father  should 
pass  at  his  dearth  to  the  eldest  son  was  also  the  law  of  Virginia. 

So  just  as  the  younger  sons  of  England  were  marking  their  fortunes 
in  Virginia,  the  yovnger  sons  of  Virginia  could  go  farther  out 
into  the  frontier  and  start  plantations of  their  own.  As  an 
expansion  of  the  settlement  in  Virginia,  we  have  records  of  the 
buying  of  lands  from  the  Indians  in  1648  along  the  Chowan  River 
between  the  Albemarle  Sound  ard  the  present  Virginia,  line.  Betv/een 
1650  anl  1660  permanent  settlements  were  made  here.  It  is  in  this 
very  land  that  we  find  the  first  Asbill  ancestors  of  whom  we  have 
authentic  record. 

7/e  are  not  sure  to  which  class  our  early  ancestors  belonged.. 
However,  v/e  find  them  as  close  friends  of  the  noble  family  groups 
and  in  several  cases  they  married  into  the  families  of  the  ’’higher 
ups”.  According  to  an  old  legend  handed  down  through  an  old  Asbill 
negro  slave  known  as  ’’Old  General1*,  three  Asbill  brothers  came 
to  Amercia  and  landed  at  the  I ort  of  Roanoke,  Virginia.  This  port 
was  just  above  the  place  where  Edenton,  Forth  Carolina  now  stands . 

In  keeping  with  this  legend,  we  find  George  Asball  signing  a  . 
certificate  which  gave  him  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land 
in  1652.  7/e  also  find  Richard  Asbell  (Aspelin)  mentioned  in  the 

’’Abridged  Commendium  of  Amercian  Genealogy’’  (1525)  on  July  25,  1649. 
Adam  Asball  (Aspull)  is  mentioned  in  the  ’-’Handbook  of  American 
Genealogy”,  Book  47  (1893)  on  the  date  1648.  Further,  John  Ashbel 
(Ashbee)  is  mentioned  at  this  period  in' the  ’’Immigration  to  America 
before  1750”  in  Book  9.  Y/ithout  question,  there  must  have  been 
three  brothers  Adam,  John  and  George.  Richard  might  have  been  a 
fourth  brother  or  a  son  of  George. 
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CHAPTER  FOUR 
GEORGE  AS  BALL 


■>»«*  iXeTsfS  “  LT«‘?h°Lf?LS”“hT-  ^»4-  *» 

«r.«tly  ,r«  BgW  or  fr*  th.  S.L^y.“L b-r0t!”"  *“h» 
Linhaven  Parish,  Lower  Norfolk  County  Virrin^K  *° 

later  became  Carolina  and  the  place  of  Set+1  +  Th  territory 
far  dist'irrh  <»-««,  ®  PAace  oi  settlement  was  not  too 

anoldSJ  v  P0^  *  Roanoke"  **  *a«  mentioned  in 

in  about  1648  'withTis^f ^mil  6  1^f°ma^10n>  w«  believe  he  landed 

Richard,  hi  broSei  or  s^  ^ '  “T'  **»  and  Adam  Asball. 

'  ii«»  orotner  or  son,  is  mentioned  on  July  15,  1649. 


/-, ficm  Aacor:UnS  Jo  the  ’'Handbook  of  American  Genealoev*  Rook  47 

SonSS^  i-  !  “*  6r“ted  *  ”  16M  47 

for  se,°o  rertora“  1“”*  h““''"d  “4  “™  of  load 

_  „  en  persons.  These  persons  were  probably  indenture 

•  ervonts  for  »hioh  the  planter  receive/ fipty  t«,  ?  v 
f  .  *  7“  -™1-  S'*44*1”  h«  le.1t  100 

S2t^net?^  lnClUd^  -rvan?:rSTS  lZn°r 

from  450  to  1000  acre^of  laid  ^Th  rather  iar£e*  containing 
was  perhaps  the  "Wolves  Neck"  ^lantati^^e^tJ o^dA^tS'mil . 


Wills"  1637-1710riBookbDtrna?e  in  LoWe£.  N°ri>olk  County,  Virginia 
mseTllh0m  Wd  belieT6  "as  ®®or6®  Isball^stfather-in-lewter  • 
III6'  tTbe  bfidf  «  follows :  Peter  iLarkes  Of  £J£  ' 

IsbaU  was°U~dV^Sin^  t0  Aml!  -VSba11  <Asha11).  Richard 

Rorer  frlvLor!  ^  S°le  e*ecutor"-  lh®cs  Bennett  and 
KOger  Haygood  signed  as  witnesses. 
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In  the  wBrief  Abstracts  of  the  Lower  Norfolk  County,  Virginia 
Wills11 ,  Book  E,  page  134,  we  find  the  Will  of  George  Asball 
dated  September  1,  1671,  proved  February  17,  1672.  The  brief 
reads  as  follows:  MGeorge  Asball  of  Ye  Little  Creek  in 
Linhaven  Parish,  Lower  ?fc>r£olk  County,  Virginia;  to  my  son, 

Richard  Asball,  my  plantation  called  Solves  Necku;  to  my  son, 
George,  the  plantation  whereon  I  now  live,  when  he  becomes 
of  the  age  of  16  years;  but  it  is  my  will  that  my  well  beloved 
wife,  his  mother,  Mary  Asball,  shall  enjoy  the  said  plantation; 
to  my  daughter,  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Reynolds********; 
to  daughter,  Mary  ************ ;  to  daughter,  Susanna**********; 
to  sonne,  Richard,  eldest  son,  *  ^  ^  'I*  v  ^  'j'  ^  v  |  tylary  Asball, 

Executor.  Friend  George  Fowler  is  to  be  overseer.  Thomas 
Bridge,  Ed  Braggs  and  George  penery  signed  as  witnesses. 

Elizabeth  and  Richard  were  mentioned  in  both  Wills.  They 
were  the  grandchildren  of  peter  Markes  and  the  children  of  George 
Asball  and  Ann  Markes  Asball. 

In  the  Virginia  Historical  Magazine,  Volume  7,  page  363, 
we  find  the  following:  MWilliam  and  Mary  Johnson  were' the  children 
of  Jacob  Johnson,  Jr.,  son  of  Jacob  Johnson,  the  elder,  who  was 
born  about  1639,  probably  in  Holland.  He  patented  land  in 
Virginia  in  1673,  was  naturalized  in  1679  and  was  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Burgesses  in  1692  and  died  in  1710.  His  first 
wife  was  Mary  Asball  who  died  about  1673.  His  second  wife  was 
Mary  Kempe . 

The  children  of  Jacob  Johnson  were  as  follows; 

1.  Jacob  Johnson,  Jr.  married  Margaret  Langley,  daughter  of 
Captain  William  Langley  of  Norfolk  County,  Virginia. 

2.  'Mary  Johnson  married  James  Nimmo  ,in  1722  or  before. 

3.  Daughter  Jacomie  Johnson  married  John  Hunter,  who  built  a 
church  on  Asball  land  at  Solves  Neck  plantation’1. 


k  long  list  of  goods  willed  to  William  and  Mary  Johnson, 
children  of  Jacob  Johnson,  Jr.  and  wife,  Margaret  Langley  was 
included  also. 

In  the  Virginia  Magazine,  Volume  I,  page  126,  we  find 
the  following:  Sussanah  Asball  married  Simon  Hancock,  Jr.  She 
died  in  1676.  He  was  born  in  1649  and  died  in  1725.  Susserah 
was  the  daughter  of  George  Asball,  who  died  in  1673,  and  wife 

Mary. 

According  to  the  Will  of  Sarah  Piggott,  Simon  Hancock,  Jr. 
and  Sussanah  (Asball)  Hancock  had  issue  Simon  Hancock  III.  and 
other  children. 

.  -  .  .  — ■  '*  ^ 

In  1663,  the  lower  part  of  Virginia  became  Carolina, 
although  the  line  was  not  established  definitely  until  a  much 
later  date.  In  1664  Albemarle  County  was  organized  with  William 
Drummond  as  its  first  Governor.  In  1665  the  first  Assembly  met. 
We  feel  sure  that  both  George  Asball  and  his  son  Richard  v/s*  e 
present  since  -all  free  men  were  permitted  to  attend  in  per©  n. 

The  most  troublesome  question  with  which  the  Assembly  had 
to  deal  in  those  early  years  and  one  that  kept  bobbing  up  all 
through  the  colonial  era  was  that  of  the  Ttquit  rents’1.  These 
were  taxes  or  fees  which  the  settlers  had  to  pay  on  their  land, 
but  they  were  not  quite  like  our  present  taxes.  Now-a-days 
all  the  money  that  comes' from  taxes  is  used  to  run  the  government 
keep'up  schools,  highways  and  other  public  services.  In  those 
days,  our  people  had  no  schools  or  highways  and t  he  simple 
government  that  they  had  did  not  cost  much.  Therefore,  most  of 
the  money  that  came  from  the  nquit  rents11  went  to  the  Lord 
Proprietors  as  profits  from  the  colony. 

Needless  to  say,  the  settlers  did  not  like  the  quit  r ents . 
They  were  willing  to  pay  enough  taxes  to  run  their  little 
government,  but  they  were  not  willing  to  pay  much  more  than  that 
for  money  was  scarce.  The  Lords  had  to  make  t  heir  profits  and, 
what  was  more,  they  had  uall  the  king’s  horses  and  allthekin^’s 
men’*  behind  them.  The  stage  was  set  for  a  conflict. 


The  Lords  Proprietors  sent  word  to  the  Assembly  of 
Albemarle  that  they  intended  to  make  the  yearly  quit  rents  of 
two  farthings  (one  cent  in  our  money)  per  acre.  This  was  twice 
as  much  as  they  were  in  Virginia.  The  Assembly  sent  a  petition 
to  the  Lords,  arguing  that  this  would  be  a  bad  thing  for  the 
colony  and  would,  not  be  the  best  in  the  long  run  for  the  Pro¬ 
prietors  themselves.  If  the  people  who  thought  of  coming  to 
Carolina  to  settle  learned  that  they  would  have  to  pay  higher 
t  axes  for  their  land,  they  might  decide  to  go  to  Virginia  or 
some  other  colony. 

After  much  argument  and  long  delay,  the  Proprietors 
finally  yielded.  In  1668  they  signed  an  agreement  that  the 
quit  rents  in  Carolina  should  be  the  same  as  those  in  Virginia. 
This  document,  known  as  the  Great  Deed,  is  famous  in  our 
colonial  history.  It  is  called  that  because  it  states  the 
terms  on  which  deeds  to  land  were  to  be  made  in  the  whole 
settlement.  Thus  the  Assembly  had  won  for  the  time  being  its 
point  and  the  Asballs  then  as  in  latc-r  years  did  their  part 
in  the  settlement  of  an  important  political  issue. 

George  Asball  of  Ye  Little  Creek,  Lower  Norfolk  County, 
Linhaven  Parish,  married  first:  Anne  Markes,  daughter  of 
Peter  Markes  and  second:  Mary  Markes,  daughter  of  Peter  Markes. 
The  following  children  were ''born: 

By  Anne  Markes  • 

1.  Richard  Asball  (b .  1623,  d.  1700)  married  Mary  Martin. 

2.  Elizabeth  Asball  (b.'1635)  married  Thomas  Reynolds. 

3.  Mary  Asball  (b.  1640,  d.  1673)  married  Jacob  Johnson,  Jr. 

(b.  1659,  d.  1710) . 

By  Mary  Markes :  > 

4.  Sussanah’ Asball  (d.  1676)  married  Simon  Hancock,  Jr. 

(b.  1649,  d.  1725).  >  Z-  |  JMIS 

5.  George  Asball,  Jr. 
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WILL  OF  JACOB  JOHNSON,  SR, 

r  (husband  of  Mary  Asball,  deceased) 

-  HI  give  and  bequeath  to  Josiah  Mackie  my  best  bed  I  have  in  the 
house  and  furniture  there  unto  belonging  as  it  stands,  being 
the  same  that  he  now  lyeth  in  and  two  leather  chairs,  one  plank 
chair  and  (notwithstanding  what  is  before  given)  my  will  is  and 
it  is  my  will  that  he  have  ye  labor  and  service  of  my  negro  wonan 
Maria  during  his  life,  also  the  room  where  he  now  resides  with 
full  and  free  engress  and  regress  to  ye  same  and  pasturage  for 

.  his  horse  as  long  as  he  sees  fit  to  make  use  of  it.t! 

•  » 

He  appears  in  the  record  as  a  brick  burner,  brick  layer 
and  house  plasterer  and  he  also  practiced  law, 

Jacob  Johnson,  Jr.,  his  son  by  his  first  wife,  Mary  Asball, 
married  Margaret  Langley,  daughter  of  Captain  William  Langley 
of  Norfolk  County,  and  Mary  their  daughter  during  or  before  the 
year  1722  married  James  Nimmo  and  another  daughter  Jacomie  married 
John .Hunter, 

The  following  is  a  recorded  document  of  Josiah  Mackie, 
Presbyterian  minister  for  the  church  on  the  Asball  plantation: 

T,These  are  to  certify  his  majesties  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  Princess  Anne  County  that  instead  of  a  house  at  Henry  Holmes 
last  year  nominated  but  never  made  use  of,  there  is  a  house 
appointed  as  a  place  of  meeting  for  religious  worship  upon  the 
land  belonging  to  Mr.  Jacob  Johnson  at  Wolves  Neck  in  Little  # 

Creek  precincts  and  likewise  another  place  appointed  for  same  use 
and  purposes  of  religious  worship  upon  the  land  belonging  to 
Thomas  Scott  in  Eastern  Brands,  which  therefore  I  the  subscriber 
desire  may  be  recorded  as  given  under  my  hand  the  9th  May,  1700. 

J.  Mackie  presented  and  publiquely  read  in  open  court  held  9th  May, 
1700  ana  ordered  to  be  recorded.11 


Test:  pa.  Angus,  Cl.  Cur. 


IB 


The  following  is  a  record  of  the  Will  of  Jacob  Johnson,  Jr. 
deceased,  an£  Margaret  his  wife  to  their  children,  William  and  Mary 
J  ohns  on : 

Appraisal  by  Josiah  Mackie :  pounds  shilling  pence 


5^r  yards  course  bed  tick  ©  I2d.p.  5 

3  3/4  yds.  finer  Do  at  12d.;  9  yds.  brown  linin  ©  I2d.p.  12 

l\  yds.  of  dowlas  or  Lane  as  t 1  linin  18d.p.  10 

16-J-  yds.  Dowlas  at  18d.p.;  l-i-  yes.  course  1  5 

1%  yds  ,  course  sheeting  linin  12d.p.  7 

1  3/4  yds.  holl 'd  at  3/6p.;  6  yes.  printed  linin  l2d.p.  10 

•§■  yd.  muslin  3s;  1-J-  yds.  plain  1  nelting  ©  2p.  6 

4  3/4  yds.  Scotch  cloth  ^  2Ud.p.  7 

2  yds.  shift  fustion  ©  2s. p.;  2  yds  plain  Do  at  2s. p.  8 

2 4  yds.  bro’d  cloth  mosth  eaten  ©  9 

3  yds.  Do  ©  10s. p.;  4  3/4  yds.  f lane 11  at  2/6p.  2  1 

3, yds.  black  mill'd  sherge  at  3s. p.  .  9 

4  3/4  yds.  black  Shaloone  I2d.p.  4 

4  yds.  cours  stuff  at  10d.;  2-g-  yds.  bro'd  clo.  ©  lOp.  v  12 

2  3/4  yds.  Kersey  2/6  and  2-J-  yds.  milled  drugt  2s.  4 

6  hanks  mohair  ©  4d.  2 

Cull'd  thread  and  thread  buttons  r  .  2 

A  P'cell  of  ffine  white  thread  1 


6 


11 

loi 

»*w 

9 

4 

6 

9 


Tot  al 


9  0  -  6 


WILL  OF  JOSIAH  MA.CKIE 
(Presbyterian  Minister) 

"I  give  and  bequeath  unto  William  and  Mary  Johnson,  children  of 
Jacob  Johnson,  Jr.  deceased  and  Margaret  Langley  Johnson,  10  pounds  in 
money,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them  when  they  come  of  age  or 
married."  7 

The  above  Wills  and  records  are  found  in  the  "Virginia 
Historical  Magazine",  Volume  7,  page  363. 


» 


cn  co  *s^  co  sti 
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Appraisement  of  Rev,  Josias  Mackie’s  personal  property  (much 
of  which  was  acquired  from  Jacob  Johnson  Sr.  and  Mary  Asbill),  made 
June  2,  1718  by  John  Kemp,  George  Kemp  and  Amos  Moseley i 

LSD 

A  Cloak  and  morning  gown,  both  old  12 

2  old  vests  and  a  pr.  new  breeches  16 

1  new  double  brest ’d  cloth  coat  lin’d  2 

1  old  cloth  coat  5s :  1  old  loon  silk  morning  gown  10s  15 

1  old  loon  great  coat  4s;  1  new  caster  hat  8s  12 

2  old  hats  7/6;  one  old  Do  Is  86 

1  pr.  old  britches  2/6;  5>r  yeds  osenbriggs  at  lOp  yd.  71 

5  yds  cull’d  fustion  at  12d  p.  yd;  3^  yds  course  &  white 

Do  I2d.p.  8  6 

4  yds  Scotch  cloath  20d.p;  3  3/4  yds  garlix  at  2s  14  2 

2  silk  neck  cloaths  at  2p.  4 

2  old  raisers,  1  old  knife  and  an  inkhorn  2 

1  pr#  stript  linin  britches  not  made  up  ‘3  6 

2  pr*  ordinary  shewes  2s;  a  pr.  old  sheet  course  7/6  15 

2  shifts  and  2  white  handkerchiof s ;  2  old  muslin  neckcloths  2 

4  caps,  1  cotton  handkerchief,  1  pillo  bear;  1  pr .  flan’l 
britches;  1  dimity  waste;  1  old  wallet;  1  bunch  cul ‘d  tape  5 
10  twists  white  thread  Is;  a  p’cell  old  deer  skins  4 

a  paroell  of  old  sorry  cloaths  worth  little  2  6 

a  silver  tooth  picker  15d.;  13  L  sugar  in  a  gord  at  5d*p.  6  8 

Z\  small  shot  3d.;  an  old  sorry  chest ‘with  old  trifles  3  .  3/i 


Total 


9  10  5  3/4 


X 


1 


CHAPTER  FIVE 


RICHARD  ASBELL 

.  ;  '  :  .  •  t  '  t 

Richard  Asbell  (Asball),  eldest  son  of  George  Asball  and 
Anne  Markes,  was  born  in  or  near  Devonshire,  England  about  1633 
and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  and  uncles  in  about  1648. 

In  1649  his  na  me  was  mentioned  in  a  transaction. 

He,  no  doubt,  was  a  big  help  to. his  father  in  managing  the 
™Wolves  Neck™  plantation,  as  well  as  the  home  plantation  on 
Little  Creek,  Linhaven  Pa.rish,  Lower  Norfolk,  County,  Virginia; 

Of  course,  many  slaves  worked  on  these  plantations  and  tobacco, 
corn  and  tar  were  shipped  to  England,  where  trades  were  made  for 
fine  furniture,  silverware,  books  and  other  comforts  of  colonial 
life.  The  clearing  of  new  ground,  the  building  of  log  cabins 
for  the  slaves  and  barns  of  logs  for  the  stables  took  much  of  young 
Richardfs  time.  -  — 

It  was  during  the  civil  war  in  England,  that  the  As bills 
left,  and  perhaps  they  were  glad  to  get  away  from  the  strife 
between  Royalists  and  Roundheads.  In  1665  the  Flaque  killed 
70,000  in  London  alone  and  again  we" know  the  Asbills  offered 
prayers  to  God  for  their  being  in  America.  The  malaria  from 
the  swamps  near  their  plantations  took  a -yearly  toll.  Many 
times  a  servant  or  one  of  their  dear  relatives  departed  from 
this  life. 

*  •  .  » 

On  August  19,  1656,  Richard  was  willed  property  by  his 
grandfather,  Peter  Markes.  On  September  1,  1671,  he  was  willed 
the  u Wolves  Neck™  plantation  in  Linhaven  Parish  from.  his  father, 
George  Asball.  He  also  received  part  of  the  home  plantation. 

Ye  Little  Creek,  from  his  father estate  some  years  later. 
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The  Asbills  had  enjoyed  friendly  terms  with  the  Indians 
for  many  years.  In  1675  trouble  began  with  the  Chowanese  tribe# 

The  settlers  supply  of  ammunition  had  run  out  and  it  looked  like 
trouble  ahead  for  our  kinsmen.  Just  at  the  right  mc%ent,  Captain 
Zack  Gillam,  a  New  England  trader,  sailed  into  Roanoke  Harbor 
with  a  cargo  of  powder  and  shot  for  sale.  To  be  sure  the  Asbills 
as  well  as  the  other  settlers  used  this  ammunition  to  a  good 
advantage.  The  Indians  surrendered  their  lands  to  the  whites 
and  moved  further  inland. 

From  availabe  records’  we  are  led  to  believe  that  Richard 
Asbell  married  Mary  Martin  before  the  time  he  inherited  his  father fs 
plantation  in  1672. 

•In  Chowan  County,  North  Carolina  Court  House  records,  we 
find  the  Will  of  Richard  Asbell,  dated  September  15,  1695.  This 
Will  mentions  uMy  wife,  daughter  Mary,  child  in  esse,  all  my 
children,  William  privett  and  William  Char It on. This  was  the 
1  atest  date  that  the  name  of  Richard  Asbell  appears  on  the  Chowan 
County  records,  Richard  died  in  1700, 

Richard  and  Mary  Asbill  had  the  following  children: 

1.  Mary  Asbell  married  Samuel  Fry,  November  20,  1671. 

2,  Ann  ?  Asbell  married  William  Privett, 


3.  Elizabeth  ?  Asbell  married  William  Charlton. 

4.  Martin  Asbell  married  Hannah  pierce. 

(perhaps  other  children) • 


5. 
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ClAPTER  SIX 


MARTIN  ASBILLE 

Martin  Asbille ,  the  son  of  Richard  Ashe 11  and  Mary  Martin, 
was  horn  in  Chowan  County,  North  Carolina  about  1685,  While  the 
records  are  not  entirely  clear  that  Martin  was  the  soil  of  Richard 
the  following  facts  tend  to  prove  that  he  was,'  First,  he  was 
named  Martin  after  his  mother's  family;  second,  he  had  a  son 
Ricbardr,  named  after  his  own  father;  third,  he  inherited  land  that 
Richard  owned;  and  fourth,  records  list  no  other  Asbills  in  North 
Carolina  at  this  time. 

It  was  near  the  Chowan-I erquimans -Bertie  County  lines 
that  Martin's  plantations  were  located.  During  his  boyhood 
malaria  and  yellow  fever  had  taken  many  lives  .  An  unf orgetable 
event  in  his  mind  was  an  Indian  massacre  which  occurred  on 
September  12,  1711  alon  the  Pamlico  Sound  and  the  Enuse  Rivers. 

Had  it  not  been  for  Tom  Blunt,  Chief  of  the  Tuscaroras,  who 
was  friendly  to  the  Asbills  and  their  friends  and  who  had 
refused  to  join  in  the  massacre,  the  Asbill  family  might  have  been 
a  thing  of  the  past . 

In  1715  Queen  Ann's  Town  (Edenton)  was  established. 

St.  Pauls  Church  had  been  organized  and  at  long  last  our 
ancestors  had  a  town  in  which  to' sell  and  tre.de  their  products. 
Martin  must  have  been  prosperous,  since  ships  called  at  his 
plantation  and  on  several  occasions,  he  brought  two  hundred  or 
more  acres  of  land.  It  is  very  evident  that  he  knew  and  had 
relations  with  Edward  Mosely  and  Maurice  Moore,  prominent  leaders 
in  the  community.  The  following  data  copied  from  the  Court 
House  records  in  Bertie,  Perquimans  and  Chowan  Counties  throw 
light  on  the  life  and  business  affairs  of  Martin  Asbille.  (In 
the  records,  the  name  is  spelled  Ashbald,  Ashal,  Asbille,  Asbil, 
Asbell  and  Aspell. 


1717 - daughter  Margaret  born  September  25,  1717. 

1725 - Right  of  patent  to  200  acres  of  land  assigned  in 

Perquimans  County,  on  Thomas  Lilly’s  line  by  Thomas 
Blitchenden  unto  Martin  A  sbi lie ,  April  14,  1725. 
Attest:  James  Smith,  John  Stephcy. 

1750 - -Martin  Asbiile  witness  to  the  Will  of  Lucille  Collins. 

dated  in  Bertie  County,  North  Cc  rolina,  April  13,  1730. 

1730 - Will  of  Martin  Asbill,  dated  April  13,  1730, 

*J  /54 - Daughter  Ann  born  to  Martin  Asbcll  and  wife  Hannah, 

^ July  18,  1734,  Perquimans  County,  Month  Carol in 


V'  n  . 

wv  3 


receive  d  1  and  f  r  or 


1735  - Martin  As  pc  11  sold  land  in  Pcrqvimp.ns  County 

1736  - Joan  Asbillc,  daughter  of  Marti 

father  in  Perquimans  County. 

1736 - Joo.n  Aspell  and  others  received  lend  from  7/i  Ilian* 

Kitchings,  May  14,  1736,  Perquimans  Precinct,  N.  C 

1740 - Martin  Asbill  (Aspill)  witness  to  tin  Y/ill  of  John 

Overt  on ,  Au gus  t  23,  1 740 ,  B  e rti  C  County ,  1\LC; 

1742 - Pierce  Asbiile,  son  of  Martin,  received  land  from 

father  in  Perquimans  County,  North  Carolina  on 


January 


3, 


1742. 


Martin  Asbil'le  married  Hannah  pierce,  possibly  the  sister 
of  John  Pierce  and  Sarah  Chapman.  This  John  Pierce  nde  a  7/i  1 1 
in  Chowan  County  on  October  9,  1726  and  probated  February  9, 

1727.  This  7/111  mentions  wife  Sarah  pierce,  children  Mary 
Copeland,  Elizabeth  pierce,  Thomas  pierce,  Hannah  Pierce,  child 

,  their  grandfather  Chapman  and  brother-in-law  feter  Jons / 


in  esse 


Martin  Asbiile  must  have  died  soon  after  1742  as  no  further 
record  of  his  is  found.  Their  children: 


1.  fierce  Asbiile  born  about  1705. 

2.  Richard  Asbiile. 

3.  Jean  Asbillc. 

4.  Margaret  Asbillc  born  September  23,  1717. 

*■  .  ^  -  A  ^  •  '  .  ■>--  .  * "  ;  ’  ’  » 

Ann  Asbiile  born  July  18,  1734. 


5. 


2B 


CHAPTER  SEVEN 
FIERCE  ASBILLE 

^  r  '  y  ^  ^  ^ 

pierce  Asbille  was  born  about  1705  in  Bertie  or  Ferquimans 
County,  North  Carolina,  the  son  of  Martin  Asbill  and  Hannah 
Pierce.  He  received  one  of  his  father!s  plantations  in  Per¬ 
quimans  County,  North  Carolina  on  January  3,  1742. 

During  these  early  years  Governor  Charles  Eden  had  died 
and  King  George  II.  had  taken  over  North  Carolina  as  a  Royal 
province.  The  rule  of  the  Crown  proved  to  be  more  orderly  and 
efficient.  Gabriel  Johnson  was  appointed  Governor  (1734-1752) 
and  an  era  of  prosperity  followed. 

The  Asbill  plantations  were  busy  producing  tobacco,  rice 
indigo,  corn, 'wheat  and  potatoes,  while  their  forests  gave  large 
yields  of  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine.  Although  many  products  were 
taken  to  Edenton  to  trade' with  ships  which  came  in  from  the 
West  Indies,  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  South  Carolina  and 
England.,  other  products  were  exchanged  directly  at  the  plant¬ 
ation  warves .  Occasionally,  a  slave  ship  came  into  the  Albe’r- 
marle  Sound.  Here  tobacco  and  other  farm  products  were  traded 
for  more  slaves  to  work  the  land.  More  slaves  moant  more  land, 
so  the  Asbill  plantations  grew. 

The  troublesome  Indians  had  been  removed  to  New  York  and 
the  whole  coast  from  South  Carolina  to  New  England  was  opened 
for  trade.  We  can  imagine  Fierce  Asbille  taking  a  boat  trip 
to  Philadelphia,  New  York  or  Charleston,  where  he  bought  the  . 
necessities  for  the  plantation  which  included  medicine,  salt, 
spices  and  manufactured  goods.  Ferhaps,  he  traveled  by  horse¬ 
back  or  coach  to  the  colonial  frontiers  whore  he  traded  with  the 
Indians  for  furs  or  new  lands .  Probably,  he  saw  for  the  first 
time  the  Scottish  Highlanders  with  Alan  McDonald  and  his  famous 
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wife  Flora.  U&ybe  he  met  Scotch  Lowlanders,  Scotch- Irish  Irish 
French  or  Swiss  settlers  who  were  new-comers  to  Carolina.'  ' 

of  th  n°  re0°rd  of  pierce’s  wife.  Perhaps  she  was  one 

th«fh  h  oow-comcrs .  We  have  good  reason  to  believe,  however 

1  -ohW?i  a  Solomon'  Slnce  it  was  a  common  practice  among  the 
early  ..sbills  to  preserve  the  family  name  as  a  given  name  Sfioth 

Martin  and  Pierce  got  their  given  names  from  thfir  mover's 

J, flnd  ln  the  rec°rds  Hillsboro  district  (Orange  aJd 

adjoining  counties)  that  he  bought  land  presumably  for  his  sons 

weren?re!bvtcSanS°n  J°fPh  TrrUd  a  Scotch  £irl  whose  forebears 
P  ytenan  ministers  from  Pennsylvania.  Since  Orane*^ 

County  was  settled  by  many  Scotch  from  Philadelphia  it  is& 

reasonable  to  believe  that  some  of  these  travels  might  have 

w£  ra  ?1hthlS  A  6randson>  William,  later  married  a 

daughter  of  the  wealthy  Moores  of  the  Cape  Fear  Colony,  aristocr-ts 

¥e  have  few  other  records  of  Pierce  other  than  those  of-Ms  sons 

sons'and°SdaigSrs!meS'  *  ^  P°58ible  that  he  had 

V°  Rlnd  y  th°  Census  of  1790  three  unidentified  Asbclls 

Ehmonuei:-SSll  Pn  th°  Hev,bdrry  District,  Pitt  County; 

Emmanuel  ..shell  m  Edenton  District,  Randolph  County  TVhitrium 

Asbell  in  Beauford  County.  Some  of  these  might  have  bSn  dSccnd 
sons  °of  Pierce .'S  ^  Ri°hard’  °r  PerilaPs  ^ey  could  have  been  ' 

Ve  find  further  in  the  Orange  County  records  that  Pierco's 
sp.lled  -Po.rc."  a.  wU  .,Pi„L».  Ts>  .  “fS  thaJ 

Ashbf it.  7  “  ^  Spelled  Ashba11’  •‘Isbille,  Asbell,  Asbald  and 

•  y:  > 

Pierce's  sons  of  which  we  have  authentic  record  are:' 

1.  John  Asbill  married  Elizabeth.  ■  „  ; 

2.  Joseph  Asbill  (Asbald)  married  Dorothy  Ross. 

3.  James  Asbald- -.(Asbill) . 

4>  Sol oman  asbill. 
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CHAPTER  El GET 
JOHN  ASBILL 


t 


»  V. 


John  Asbill,  son  of  Fierce  Asbille,  was  probably  born  in 
Ferquimans  County,  North  Carolina  about  1730,  Me  are  not  sure 
how  many  brothers  or  sisters  he  had*  However,  we  have  records 
of  Joseph  and  James,  his  younger  brothers.  From  available 
material,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  he  was  born  in  Perquimans 
County,  perhaps  on  the  old  Asbille  homestead.  Since  he  had 
land  transactions  in  Chowan  County,  it  is  quite  possible  that 
one  of  these  counties  might  have  been  his  birthplace.  His 
father.  Pierce  Asbille,  was  in  Orange  County  for  sometime, 
so  there  is  a  slight  chance  of  his  birth  on  the  Carolina  frontier. 

A  copy  of  the  1790  U.  S.' Census  of  Perquimans  County, 
Edenton  District,  North  Carolina,  found  in  the  public  Library 
at  Nashville,  Tennessee  lists  John  Asecll  on  page  30.  Another 
copy  of  the  U»3.  Census  of  1790  found  in  t he  County  Court  House 
in  Halifax,  North' Carolina  lists  John  as  head  of  his  family  in 
Perquimans  County,  North  Carolina  on  page  889. 

A  land  transaction  made  between  John  Asbill  and  Issac 

-  v—  *  m 

Byrum  dated  1795-1796  was  found  in  t'  he  New  York  Public  Library. 

The  same  record  was  found  in  Book'U,  page  244,  Chowan  County, 
North  Carolina  records  at  Edenton,  North  Carolina. 

(issac' Byrum  to' John  Asbill  deed.  State  of  North  Carolina, 
Chowan  County,  Edenton,  North  Carolina) . 

''This  indenture  made  the  2nd  day  of  January,  1795  between 
Issac  Byrum,  party  of  the  first  part  and  John  Asbill,  party  of  t  he 
second  part,  etc.  For  the  sum  of  J00  pound  current  money  to  him 
in  hand  paid  by  the  said  John  Asbill  the  receipt  thereof  the  said 
Issac  Byrum  doth  hereby  acknowledge  himself  therewith  fully 
satisfied  and  paid,  doth  hereby  convey  a  certain  tract  of  land 
containing  105  acres  by  estimation.'1 


1 1 1 
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WILL  OF  JOHN  ASBILL 

"planter,  being  very  weak,  Chowan  County,  Province  of  North 
Carolina,  July  29,  1796." 

"The  use  of  ray  land  is  to  be  divided  equally  between  my  t^To 
sons,  James  Asbill  and  Cornelius  Asbill.  The  rest  of  the  estate 
is  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  my  children  after  my  wife’s 
decease,  namely  to  Ann  Asbill,  Judah  Asbill,  James  Asbill, 

Elizabeth  Asbill,  Rachel  Asbill  and  Cornelius  Asbill." 

The  above  will  was  found  in  the  North  Carolina  Historical 
Commission  Book,  Chowan  Counts  Wills,  1694-1808,  Volume  I. 

John’s  wife,  Elizabeth  Asbill,  and  son  James  Asbill  were 
appointed  Executors  of  the  Will.  John  being  too  weak  to  write 
his  name  signed  his  mark.  Elizabeth  Asbill  qualified  as  ad¬ 
ministrator  in  1796.  John  Evans  and  John  Bivens  signed  as  witnesses 
Since  John  Evans  married  Elizabeth  Asbill,  daughter  of  John  Asbill 
in  1797,  it  is  probable  that  both  Evans  and  Bivens  were  son-in-laws. 


We  believe  that  John  Asbill  died  in  1796  making  him  about 
66  years  old.  We  are  reasonably  sure  that  John  Asbill  was  a  big 
planter  who  owned  the  original  homestead  in  Perquimans  County, 
North  Carolina.  The  land  he  bought  in  Chowan  County,  North 
Carolina  was  for  the  use  of  his  children. 

During  John’s  life,  many  interesting  historical  events 
occurred.  In  1760  king  George  III.  came  to  the  throne.  He  had 
the  French  and  the  Indian  War  debt  on  his  hands  and  issued  the 
Stamp  Act  to  help  pay  the  debt  incurred.  Many  English  soldiers 
•as  7/ell  as  American  Colonial  soldiers  fought  in  the  war.  John, 
along  with  many  other  loyal  subjects,  believed  that  there  should 
be  "no  taxation  without  representation"  and  that  the  British 
parliament*  should  not  have  the  power  to  pass  lav/s  effecting  the 
Carolina  Colony  since  it  was  not  represented  in  Parliament. 
However,  if  the  Colonial  Assembly  had  passed  the  tax  laws,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  what  the  As bills  would  have  favored  the  Stamp  Act. 


hv  i  >-* 
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Probably  the  Asbills  joined  the  Edenton  Tea  Party  and  refused 
to  drink  tea  until  the  tea  tax  was  lifted.  Probably  John  Asbill 
was  a  l,Son  of  Liberty1*  and  was  a  soldier  under  Hugh  “Wade  11.  Perhaps 
he  fought  in  the  French  and  Indian  War.  We  are  sure  he  was  a  pea.ee 
loving  planter  content  to  let  right  have  its  way. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  many  Asbills  living  in  the 
Edenton  area.  Most  of  them  are  descendants  of  this  man  who 
witnessed  the  birth  of  the  United  States  as  a  free  nation. 

% 

John  Asbill  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  had  the  following  children: 

1.  Ann  Asbill  married  John  Hobbs,  Chowan  County,  North 
7  .  Carolina,  January  11,  1797. 

-2.  Judah  Asbill  married  Thomas  Forehand,  Chowan  County, 

North  Carolina,  January  2,  1802. 

3.  James ’Asbill  married  Sally  Byrum,  daughter  of  Jesse 
Byrum,  Chowan  County,  North  Carolina,  January  19,  1802. 
James  Asbill’s  will  dated  1828  in  Chowan  County  mentions 
eleven  children* 

4.  Elizabeth  Asbill  married  John  Evans,  son  of  James  Evans, 
Chowan  County,  North  Carolina,  August  18,  1797. 

5.  Rachel  Asbill  possibly  married  Joel  Bevens . 

6.  Cornelius  Asbill  married  Mary  Skinner,  Chowan  County, 

;•  North  Carolina,  February  27,  1815. 


•u 
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CHAPTER  NIUE 

JOSEPH  ASBILL  (ASBALD) 

1622202 

Joseph  Asbill,  son  of  pierce,  "was  probably  born  in 
Perquimans  County,  North  Carolina  about  1735,  At  present  we 
have  not  found  a  record  of  his  mother,  but  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  she  died  young  Since  the  only  records  available 
list  only  two  other  brothers,  John  and  James. 

Our  record  of  Joseph  Asbill  extends  from  about  1735  to 
1819  when  his  last  land  transaction  was  made.  This  would  place 
him  between  85  and  90  years  old  at  his  death.  According  to  the 
French  and  Indian  War  records,  he  served  in  Col.  Whitings  Regiment, 
Captain  Jabez  Thompson’s  Company  during  the  compaign  of  1761.  Ho 
did  not  ask  for  his  army  pay  which  was  due  him  when  he  left  the 
army  on  July  18,  1761, 

The  Census  of  1790  states  that  he  lived  in  Bertie  County, 
North  Carolina  at  that  time  and  was  over  45  years  of  age.  It  also 
states  that  he  had  living 'with  him  at  that  time  one  boy  under  16, 
one  boy  over  16,  his  wife,  four  daughters  and  one  slave.  He  owned 
some  of  his  father’s  plantation  in  Perquimans  County  and  in  addition 
bought  land  in  Bertie  County,  North  Carolina  in  1818  and  again  in 
1819. 

According  to  the  Kinston,  Lenior  County,  North  Carolina 
records,  he  took  the  oath  of  Allegiencc  to  his  Colony  on  May  30, 
1778.  We  find  in  the  same  record  that  he  vowed  to  fight  against 
King  George  III.  The  record  further  states  that  he  acted  as  an 
inspector  to  check  the  loyalty  of  North  Carolina  officials  to 
the  Colonial  cause.  During  this  same  period  he  served  on  the 
jury  on  several  occasions.  Joseph  married  Dorothy  Ross,  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  George  Aeneas  Ross  about  1756.  To  this  union 
was  born  at  least  ten  children.  He  was  very  loyal  to  the  Colonial 
cause  ns  was  his  wife,  Dorothy.  He  carried  much  prestiege  as 
well  as  the  confidence  of  the  Carolina  planters.  The  fact 
that  he  was  chosen  as  inspector  to  check  on  the  loyalty  of  the 


North  Carolina  officials  speaks  for  it  self .  His  connections  with 
the  Scotch  frcm  Philadelphia  and  Delaware  put  him  in  a  position 
to  know  and  be  connected  with  Hugh  Waddell  and  the  French  and 
Indian  War.  Since  the  Boones,  Lincolns  and  Rosses  came  from  the 
same  places  in  Pennsylvania  and  traveled  the  uGreat  Road1'  west, 
it  is  likely  that  they  were  known  to  him.  Joseph’s  son  William 
married  Betsy  Moore,  daughter  of  General  James  Moore  of  Bruns¬ 
wick  and  Wilmington  fame,  perhaps  when  the  British  ship  MDilegencen 
sailed  into  the  Brunswick  harbor  with  a  cargo  of  stamps,  Joseph  was 
among  the  orderly  Colonials  who  came  with  guns  on  shoulders  to  keep 
the  stamps  from  being  unloaded.  Perhaps,  too,  he  was  a  soldier  undor 
General  James  Moore  at  the  Battle  of  Morre’s  Creek  Bridge  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  27,  1776  and  maybe  here  the  friendship  between  General  Moore 
and  Joseph  Asbill  led  to  the  marriage  of  their  children, 

Joseph  Asbill  (Asbald)  and  Dorothy  Ross  had  the  following 
children: 

1.  Aaron  Asbill  married  Nancy  (Anney)  . 

2.  Yv'illiam  Asbijle  married  (1)  Malinda  Ross  and  (2) 

Elizabeth  MBetsy  Moorerl. 

3.  John  Asbill  married  Elizabeth  Coyle,  January  31,  1788 
Surry  County,  North  Carolina. 

■  ^  Jf'  /  ,s  '*  '  ...  'A 

4.  James  Asbill  married  Paulina  Coyle  in  Surry  County, 

North  Carolina. 

5.  Elizabeth  Asbill  married  Zadock  piercy,  October  9,  1792, 

B  ertic  County,  North  Carolina. 

6.  Nannie  Asbill  married  William  Mitchell,  son  of  John 
Mitchell,  August  22,  1797,  Chowan  County,  North  Carolina. 

7.  (perhaps  other  children) • 
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THE  ROSS  FAMILY 


Since  the  Rosses  married  into  the  Asbill  family  and  were 
the  ancestors  of  the  Asbills  that  are  descendents  of  the  early 
Joseph  Asbill  (Asbald) ,  we  are  including  the  following  material, 


The  Scottish  Clan  of  Ross  is  descended  f rom  one  uFearchar 
Mac-an-t-sagairtn,  son  of  a  Priest  called  Andrias .  He  was  also 
called  Fearchar  of  Applecross .  He  was  a  powerful  supporter  of 
King  Alexander  II.,  and  for  his  services  was  created  Earl  of  Ross 
in  1234  A.D.  One  of  Fear charts  sons  was  named  Cailean.  From 
them  the  following  are  descended: 

•  — ^  t  '  ~ V 

1.  AMOS  ROSS  of  Ross  County  Scotland,  born  about  1640. 

2.  REVEREND  GEORGE  AENEAS  ROSS  (born  1676,  died  1754)  son  of 
Amos  Ross .  George  was  a  graduate  of  Edinburgh  University  and 
became  a  Presbyterian  minister.  Later  he  left  that  Church  and 
joined’ the  Episcoplalian  creed.  Immediately  after  his  religious 
change,  he  came  to  America  (1700)  and  settled  at  New  Castle, 
Delaware.  Here  he  grew  rapidly  in  the  favor  of  the  entire 

New  7/orld  and  was  known  as  one  of  the  most  learned  and  popular 
ministers  in  the  colonies  at  that  period.  He  was  a  chaplain 
to  a  number  of  proprietary  governors.  He  became  the  Rector  of 
the  Immanuel  Church  at  New  Castle.  Rev.  George  Ross  married, 
twice.  The  name  of  his  first  wife  is  unknovm.  The  name  of 
the  second  wife  was  CATHERINE  VAN  GEZEL  of  Dutch  descent. 

By  his  first  wife: 

1.  John  Ross  (1714-May  8,  1776).  He  was  the  only  member 
of  the  family  who  remained  true  to  the  King.  He  was  a  learned 
and  influential  attorney. 

2.  George  Ross  (May  10,  1730-July  14,  1779).  Born  in 
New  Castle,  Delaware  and  died  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  On  his 
admission  to  the  bar  in  1751,  he  settled  in  Lancaster,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  As  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  in  1768-1770, 

he  drew  up  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  which  was  presented  by  the 
Assembly  to  the  proprietary  Government.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Continental  Congress  from  1774-1777  and  was  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 


Three  months  before  his  death  he  was  made  Judge  of  the  Admiralty 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  He  married  Ann  Lawler  on  August  17,  175  L 
and  had  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  A  granddaughter,  Ann  Ross, 
married  John  Hopkins  (d.  1834). 


3.  Gertrude  Ross,  (born  about  1733)  married  George  Read,  a' 
signer  of  the  Dec la  ration  of  Independence,  Their  daughter, 
Catherine  Read,  married  Dr.  Allen  McLaine, 


4.  Dorothy  Ross,  (born  about  1735)  married  Joseph  Asbill 
(Asbald)  about  1756  and  moved  to  North  Carolina  near  that 
same  time# 

#  •  .  ' 

5,  Rev.  Amos  Ross,  father  of  John  Ross,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Gri scorn  (better  known  as  Betsy  Ross,  maker  of  the  first 
American  Flag.) 


Amos  Ross 


Rev,  George  Aeneas  Ross 


"(1676-1754) 


Dorothy  Ross 


Van  Gezel 


Catherine  Van  Gezel 


(born  about  1735) 
married  JOSEPH 
ASBILL  (Asbald) 
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JAME i  ASHBAL  .  _ 

James  Ashb'al  (Asbill),  brother  of  John  and  Joseph  an^  son 
of  pier ce' Ashillei  was  horn  about  1740  in  Perquimans  or  Chowan 
_  ,  ,  rnrolina •  We  have  found  no  record  of  his  m le.  ine 

1790  Census  of  the  United  States  found  in  the  Halifax,  North  Carolina 
nourt  House  Library  on  page  270  and  the  same  Census  found  m  the 
City  Library  of  Nashville,  Tennessee  stated  that  he  had  one  son  yjg 
over  16 ,  two  sons  under  16  and  three  daughters  besides  himself  and 

his  wife. 

He  was  a  private  in  Captain  Blounts  Company  and  Colonel  _ 
Abraham  Shephards  10th  North  Carolina  Regiment  so  states  Book  17, 
c„ce  190  of  the  Carolina  Military  Records.  He  joined  the  Con- 
tinental  Line  on  July  20th,  1778  for  a  period  of  nine  months.  After 
serving  three  months  he  was  omitted  from  the  role.  Irobably,  he  was 
wounded  and  was  not  able  to  complete  his  term  of  h 

account  was  taken  from  the  Amy  Records,  Book  16.  page  1006 ’  where 
he  was  listed' as  James  Asbitt.  Wc  find  that  he  bought  land  in 
Bertie  County,  North  Carolina  in  1778  and  1782  sold  a  hundred  and,  ,  , 
fifty  acres  to  Joshua  Freeman  for  28,000  pounds  (Bertie,  North 
Carolina  Records,  Book  M,  page  583).  This  was  a  very  large  sum  <*■ 
money  for  Colonial  times,  which  proves  that  the  land  was  very 
valuable.  His  last  land  transaction  in  Bertie  County,  North 
Carolina  was  in  1793.  After  this  land  sale  James  either  went  west 
to  take  up  more  land  or  died.  It  is  and  was  characteristic  of 
the  Asbills  when  they  received  a  large  sum  of  money  to  invest  i 
in  their  dream  land  beyond  the  blue  horizon  where  good  land  was 

plentiful  and  cheap. 

James,  like  his  brothers,  was  a  loyal  Colonial  planter  and 
soldier  who  saw  action  in  several  Revolutionary  battles.  We  have 
£ comlotio.  for  several  of  the  Asbill  families  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  However,  we  believe  that  they  were 
descendents  of  Adam  or  Richard  Asball  who  lived  m  Ne™  an 

Pennsylvania  when  our  first  American  ancestor  George  Asball 


- 


WJ  - 
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lived  in  Lower  Norfolk  County,  Virginia,  We  believe  that  this 
James  had  a  son  Enmanuel  and  possibly  two  other  sons.  Whitman 
and  Joseph,  who  were  also  listed  in  the  United* States  Census  of 
1790.  Emmanuel  signed  his  army  record  with  a  flourish  over  the 
^l^1*  making  his  name  appear  Asbitt  as  did  James.  This  was  done, 
no  doubt,  to  cover  up  their  identification  in  case  England  should 
win  the  war .  i 


From  the  records  found  in  Estill  County  and  Madison  Counties, 
Kentucky  we  believe  that  James  also  had  a  son  John  and  a  son 
William,  who  came  to  Kentucky  with  their  cousins  John  and  William, 
sons  of  Joseph  Asbill,  brother  of  James.  < 


We  believe  the  sons  of  James  Ashbal  (Asbil)  were  as  follows: 


"N 


1.  Emmanuel  Asbell  married  Mary 


2 •  Joseph  Asbel . 


3.  Witnum  Asbel. 


i  ~ 
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Genealogical  Chart  V 
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CHAPTER  ELEVEN 

✓ 

AARON  ASBILL 

Aaron  Asbill,  oldest  son  of  Joseph  Asbill  and  Dorothy  Ross, 
was  born  in  Perquimans  or  Chowan  County,  North  Carolina  about  1760, 

He  married  Nancy  (sometimes  called  Anney)  about  1778.  Certain 
records  were  found  which  leads  us  to  believe  that  Nancy  was  the 
daughter  of  an  Edmund  Belcher.  To  this  union  were  born  eight 
children. 

No  doubt  Aaron  served  in  several  Indian  Wars  and  perhaps 
traveled  with  his  father,  Joseph,  in  checking  the  loyalty  of 
Colonial  officials  to  the  Continental  cause.  We  have  found  no 
military ' records  of  him  although  we  are  sure  he  did  his  part  in 
the  Revolution.  Perhaps  he  managed. the  home  plantations  where 
food  was  produced  for  the  Continental  Annies.  He  bought  land  in 
Bertie  County,  North  Carolina  in  1778  (during  the  Revolution)  and 
in  1786  (at  the’ close  of  the  Revolution).  In  the  Bertie  County 
records.  Book  K,  page  493,  we  find  that  he  purchased  land  from 
Thomas  Slauter.  Book  N,  page  356,  gives  a  record  of  his  buying 
land  from  Lewis  Walton.  He  sold  land  in  Bertie  County  in  1793, 

1797  and  1799.  Aaron  and  his  wife  made  a  deed  to  William 
Copeland,  Book  F,  page  73.  Aaron  made  a  deed  to  Sam  Rayner,  Book  S, 
page  51,  and  a  deed  to  John  Opley,  Book  S,  page  72.  He  sold  his 
last  land  in  Bertie  County  to  Dempsey  H.  Kittrell  in  1799,  Book  R, 
page  163. 

After  selling  out  in  Bertie  County,  North  Carolina,  he  moved 
overland  by  cart,  wagon  and  horseback  to  South  Carolina  and  settled 
in  Ninety-six  District  near  what  is  now  Ridge  Springs.  This  was  in 
December,  1799.  On  this  homestead  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  l?fa. 
Perhaps  he  started  for  Georgia  but  tired  of  travel  and  settled  down. 
Certainly  he  did  not  pick  a  fertile  land  in  which  to  live.  We  know 
that  he  must  have  had  considerable  wealth  in  Bertie  County  from  both 
his  wifefs  father  and  his  father  and  slaves  when  he  left  the  rich 


fields  of  Bertie  County.  A  letter  written  back  to  his  people 
in  North  Carolina  contained  a  little  poem  which  not  only  showed 
Aaron’s  humor,  but  also  his  opinion  of  the  South  Carolina  soil. 

The  poem  in  part  went  as  follows: 

nWe  live  in  Aikentown  as  you  can  see. 

The  land  is  poor  and  so  are  we.u 

Evidently,  these  letters  did  no  encourage  other  Asbills 
to  follow  him  since  they  settled  in  Western  North  Carolina, 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  instead  of  going  to  South  Carolina, 
Regardless  of  the  poem  we  know  that  Aaron  had  a  large  plantation 
where  he  raised  cotton  and  tobacco  and  reared  a  large  family. 

According  to  a  story  handed  down,  George  Washington,  then 
president  of’  the  United  States,  conducted  an  installation  of 
Masons  in  Edencon,  North  Carolina  in  which  lodge  Aaron  was  an 
officer.  This  was  during  Washington's  trip  back  from  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina,  Anyway,  Aaron  followed  in  reverse  the  same 
road  taken  by  President  Washington  from  Georgia  to  North  Carolina 
Certainly,  the  President  did  net  recommend  South  Carolina  to  his 
fellow  Masons  since  he  wrote  of  it  as  being  a  barren  land  and 
wilderness,  where  he  was  jolted  and  bumped  even  though  his  coach 
proceded  at  a  very  slow  speed.  He  did  write  well  of  Georgia,  so 
we  think  that  Aaron  set  out  for  his  southern  tlUtopiaM,  His  son, 
Eliasha,  later  did  settle  in  Macon,  Georgia  and  today  we  find 
many  of  his  descendents  living  near  Macon  and  Columbus,  Georgia, 

In  the  Census  of  1790,  Eertie  County,  North  Carolina,  we 
find  that  he  had  three  boys  uncer  16  and  three  girls,  also  one 
negro  slrve. 

Aaron  Asbill  passed  away  late  in  1813  or  early  in  1814, 
after  living  a  prosperous  and  good  life.  Records  found  in  the 
Edgefield  County,  South  Carolina  Court  House,  Box  2,  Package  41, 
concerning  the  settlement  of  his  estate  are  as  follows: 
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AARON  ASBILL* S  ESTATE,  John  Asbill,  Administrator 

These  are  the  names  of  those  mentioned  as  having  received 
legacies:  Josiah  Todd,  Charles  Williamson,  Nathaniel  Burton, 

E.  W.  Browning,  Lewis  Asbill,  Elisha  Asbill  and  Jarvis  Asbill . 
Settlement  dated  October  14,  1814.  Widow,  Nancy  (Ann),  signs 
over  to  her  son  John  her  right  as  administrator,  July  21,  1814. 

In  a  package  with  these  papers  is  a  receipt  from  Jarvis  Asbill, 
December  16,  1814,  to  Robert  Deshazo  (De  Saussure)  executor  of  the 
estate  of  Higdom  Borum,  deceased,  nmy  part  of  the  legacy  of  said 
estate  in  full.11  Signed,  Jarvis  Asbill. 

A  Deed  found  in  the  Probate  Office,  Edgefield  Court  House 
Deed  Book  32,  page  189  is  as  follows: 


September  3,  1814 


Nancy  Asbill  and  others,  John  Asbill,  Lewis  Asbill,  Nathaniel 
Burton  and  Charles  Williamson  to  Jarvis  Asbill. 

^500.00  -  267  acres,  situated  between  McTeer’s  Creek  and 

Clouds  Creek,  being  the  whole  of  a  tract  of  160  acres,  originally 
granted  to  John  Frederick,  also  a  tract  of  87  acres  granted  to 
Aaron  Asbill  and  part  of  a  tract  of  220  acres  granted  to  said 
John  Frederick  including  the  plantation  whereon  Aaron  Asbill 
last  resided  in  his  lifetime. 


Signed, 


Nancy  Asbill 
John  Asbill 
Lewis  Asbill 


Y/itness  ; 

John  Loveless 
John  D.  Willis 


Frovcd  by  oath  of  John  DA 
Willis,  February  11,  1815, 
before  Charles  O'Neal, 
Justice  of  the  Quroum 


Aaron  Asbill  and  his  wife  Nancy  had  the  following  children: 

1.  Nancy  Asbill  married  Josiah  Todd,  Dec.  10,  1798,  Bertie  County, 
North  Carolina . 


2.  Penelope  Asbill  married  Charles  Williamson,  their  son*, 

a.  Sampson  Williamson. 


3.  John  Asbill  born  1781,  married  Abigail  Frederick,  the  daughter 
of  John  Frederick  (d.  February  1810  in  Edgefield,  S.  C.  )  and 
Rachel,  his  wife. 

a.  Briant  Asbill  married  Sophia  Asbill,  his  cousin  and 
(2)  Mrs .  Sarah  M.  Andrews  Hunter. 


4.  Susannah  Asbill  (b.  1784,  d.  Mar.  8,  1841)  married  Nathaniel 
Burton  (v/ho' married  second  time  in  1844  to  Edea  Whittle.  They 
had  one  son,  Joseph  Burton  who  married  Mary  Bodie,  daughter  of 
Caroline  Asbill,  daughter  of  Lewis  Asbill,  son  of  Aaron  Asbill.) 
Nathaniel  Burt on1 s  will  was  dated  July  3,  1857.  Sussannah 
Asbill‘s  and  Nathaniel  BurtonTs  children: 

a.  Dorothy  Burton  married  Wiley  Reynolds. 

b.  Nancy  Burton  married  Samuel  Bouknight . 

c.  Isaiah  Burton. 

d.  John  Burton  (born  1816). 

e.  Susan  Burton  married  Alison  de  Loache. 

f.  Nathaniel  Burton  married  Sophia  C-r  Woodruff. 

g.  Fenelope  Burton  married  Gib  eon  J.  V/illiams, 
son  of  Joseph  Williams  and  Lucy  Jones. 

h.  Ellen  Burton  married  Mr .  Holston. 


Asbill  married  E.  V/.  Browning. 


6.  Lewis  Asbill  married  Mary  t,pollytl  Satchcr.  Lewis  will  was 
dated  ixpril  20,  1854. 

a.  Rev.  Abner  W.  Asbill  married  Elizabeth  Holstein. 

b.  Hepsibah  wEpsyu  Asbill  married  Rev.  ieleriah 
Y/illiams . 

c.  George  Asbill  married  (1)  Posey  _ and  (2) 

Artimisia  Creed. 
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d.  Naomi  As  bill  married  William  Jones, 

e.  Sophia  As bill  married  Briant  Asbill,  her  ■  ?usin,  son  of 
John  Asbill  and  Abigail  Frederick* 

f.  Caroline  Asbill  married  James  C*  Rodie. 

g.  Erne line  Asbill  married  Caleb  Watkins , 

h.  Lev: is  Asbill  married  Mary  Mitchell. 

i .  Pickens  Bonham  Asbill  married  Erne line  Salchsr. 

j .  Aaron  Burdette  Asbill  married  Nannie  Mitchell. 

k.  Mary  Asbill  married  John  Turner  Mitchell. 

7.  Eliasha  Asbill  moved  to  Georgia. 

8.  Jarvis  Asbill  married  Frances  (Fanny!  DeSaussure  (Deshaso) , 
daughter  of  Robert  DeSaussure  and  Mary  lan n. 

a.  Hillary  Asbill  married  (1)  Laura  Ann  Williams,  daughter 
of  Gibeon  J.  Y/illiams  and  Fenelope  Burton,  and  married 
(2)  to  Hepsibah  Busby,  Hillary  moved  to  Texas. 

b.  Eldridge  Asbill. 

c.  Lucinda  Asbill  married  William  Powell. 

d.  Robert  Asbill. 

e.  Frances' Asbill  married  John  Nobles. 

f.  James  Jefferson  Asbill. 

g.  Emma  Asbill  married  Jim  Morris. 


THE  FREDERICK  FAMILY 

(Showing  lines  of  descent  of  Abigail  Frederick,  wife  of  John 
Asbill  and  of  Frances  Do  Saussure,  wife  of  Jarvis  Asbill. 


John  Frederick 
d.  1738 


Andrew  Frederick 
d*  1767,  m.  Mary 

John  Frederick  Andrew  Frederick 

Will#  1751;  m*  Elizabeth  Yfy-att  b.  1720,  m.  Margaret 


John  Frederick,  d.  Feb*  1810,  m.  Rachel 
Abigail  Frederick,  m,  John  Asbill 


Mary  Drue ilia  Frederick 
m.  Louis  De  Saussure 


c 


THE  DE  SAUSSURE  FAMILY 


(Showing  early  French  descent  of  Frances  De  Saussure,  wife  of 
Jarvis  Asti 11,  son  of  Aaron.) 

De  Saussure  of  Amouce ,  France,  1440  A.  D. 

Lord  Liang  in  de  Saussure,  1446 
(m.  Catherine  de  Clemery) 

Antoine  de  Saussure,  1553 
(m.  Antoinette  L’Augy) 

Jean  de  Saussure 
(m.  Elizabeth  de  Bude) 

Jean  Baphisie  de  Saussure,  1638 
(m.  Susana  Dioderide  de  Cericue) 

Henri  de  Saussure 
(m.  Trancoire  de  L’Oys) 

Jean  Henri  de  Saussure 
(m.  T.  Maria  Kujoinin  de  Vevey) 

Henri  de  Saussure  (came  to  America  in  1731) 

(m.  Madeline)  * 

Louis  de  Saussure  (July  18,  1745-Sept.  1779) 

(m.  Mary  Drucilla  Frederick,  Feb.  3,  1747- 
June  2,  1827,  see  preceding  page.) 

Robert  de  Saussure  (Deshazo)  living  1807. 

(m.  Mary  Mann) 

Frances  (Fanny)  de  Saussure 
(m.  Jarvis  Asbill) 
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OLD  RECORD  OF  LEV7IS  ASBILL 


From  an' old  record  filed  in  the  Court  House  at  Edgefield, 

South  Carolina,  we  find  an  account  of  Lewis  Asbill. 

*  •  • 

Lewis  was  a  very  staunch  church  member  and  served  as  an 
elder  for  many  years.  On  one  occasion  the  church  he  attended 
burned  and  in  helping  rescue  the  church  records  and  equipment,  a 
big  burning  timber  fell  on  his  head.  The  timber  not  only  knocked 
him  down,  but  also  burned  a  hole  in  his  skull,  destroying  the 
bone  in  an  area  as  large  as  a  silver  dollar.  Y/ith  all  of  this 
handicap,  Lewis  lived  for  a  number  of  years  and  attended  church 
regularly. 

. 

After  his  death  his  son,  George,  contested  his  father*s  t»ill 
on  the  ground  that  the  injury  had  effected  his  mind.  Many 
affidavits  of  neighbors  and  business  men  are  on  record  to  the 
effect  that  his  mind  was  sound.  The  fact  that  he  was  able  to  ride 
his  mule  to  town  and  to  mount  and  dismount  in  a  graceful  manner 
was  mentioned  in  one  record.  The  fact  that  he  had  all  of  his 
facilities  and  his  usual  wit  was  also  mentioned. 

According  to  a  land  record  in  the  South  Carolina  Archives  at 

Columbia,  we  find  the  following: 

»  •  •  ^ 

L  and  Grants  to  Lewis  Asbill  in  1827  at  Edgefield,  South 

Carolina,  970  acres  and  1129  acres. 
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Susannah  Asbill  and  Nathaniel  Burton  had  the  folio-wing 
children: 

1.  Dorothy  Burton  married  Tilley  Reynolds . 

2.  Nancy  Burton  married  a  brother  of  Wiley'  Reynolds. 

3 .  Isaiah  Burton . 

4.  John  Burton  born  1816, 

5.  Susan  Burton  married  Alison  De  Loach, 

a.  Zebulon  De  Loach. 

6.  Nathaniel  Burton  married  Sophia  C.  Woodruff. 

7.  Rene lope  Burton  married  Gibeon  J.  Williams. 

a .Laura  Ann  Williams  married  Hillary  Asbill,  son  of 
Jarvis  and  Frances  De  Saussure. 

8.  Ellen  Burton  married  a  Mr.  Holstein. 


Lewis  Asbill  and  MaryMIollyw  Satcher  had  the  follov/ing 
children ; 

1.  Rev.  Abner  W.  Asbill  married  Elizabeth  Holstein. 

a .  Malachi  Asbill  married  (1)  Miss  Bodie  (2)  Mrs. 
Nannie  Mitchell  Asbill,  -widow  of  Aaron  Burdette 
Asbill. 

b.  George  Asbill  married  Georgia  Eidson,  who  lived 
in  Columbia,  South  Carolina  in  1954. 

c.  Griffin  Asbill  married  Elizabeth  Eidson. 

d.  William  Asbill  married  Della  Whittle . 

e.  Michael  Asbill  married  Nannie  Whittle. 

f.  Louisa  Asbill  married  Thomas  Cato, 

g.  Caroline  Asbill  married  John  Corby. 

h.  Adeline  Asbill  married  John  Corby  after  her 
sister’s  death. 

2.  Hepsibah  uEpsyu  Asbill  married  Rev.  leicriah  Williams  . 
Lived  near  Monetta,  South  Carolina. 

a.  Elizabeth  Williams  married  Hiram  Holstein. 

b.  Abner  Richard  Williams  married  Susan  Rebecca  Smith 

c.  Sarah  Ann  Williams  married  Soloman  LoYJman, 
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2> .  George  Vj .  jisbill  married  (1)  Miss  losey  and  (2)  Artemisia  Creed. 
Eis  Children  by  Miss  losey: 

a,  lauline  sbill  married  Dr.  7/ashington  Timmerman. 

His  children  by  Artemisia  Creed: 

a.  I ierce  Butler  Asbill. 

b.  Bradley  sbill . 

c.  Andrew  Asbill. 

d.  Catherine  Asbill. 
e  .  John  Asbill . 

f.  Austin  Asbill. 


ft.  Kaomi  Asbill  married  vTilliam  Jones. 

a.  Artemis  Jones. 

b.  Lewis  Jones. 

c.  James  Jones. 


5.  Sophia  Asbill  married  Briant  Asbill,  son  of  John  Asbill  and 
Abigail  Freder i ck 
a.  George  Asbill. 
b*  Stephen  Asbill . 

c.  John  Asbill 

d.  Jim  Asbill. 
e •  Bill  Asbill* 
f.  Haomi  Asbill. 
g*  Mary  Asbill* 

5.  Carolyn  Asbill  married  James  C*  Bodie*  • 

a,  Mary  Bodie  married  Joseph  Burton,  son  of  Nathaniel 
Burton  and  Edna  "Whittle* 

b,  I ickens  Bodie  married  lickney  Drafts. 

c.  Dora  Bodie  married  John  Drafts. 

d.  Eppie  Bodie  married  Joseph  Mitchell* 
e*  Monroe  Bodie  married  Louisa  Freeman* 
f .  Byron  Bodie  married  Angela  Langford* 
g*  Geraldine  Bodie  married  John  Able# 

h.  Sally  Bodie  married  Dr.  D.  M*  Cross  on. 


Erne  line  Asbill  and  Caleb  y/atkins  had  the  following 
children : 


1. 
2 . 
5. 


Mary  Y/atkins 


4. 


Betty  T/atkins 
Martha  T/atkins 

Carrie  Y/atkins 


5. 
6  • 
7. 


James  T/atkins 
Sophia  T/atkins 
f/i  1 1  i am.  T/atkins 


Dr.  Lewis  Monroe  ^sbill  (born  1824v  died  1898)  and  Mary 
Ann  Mitchell  (born  1855,  died  1886)  of  Midge  Springs,  South 
Carolina  had  the  following  children: 


1. 


Florence  Asbill(born  1852,  died  1879)  married  John  Stevens. 
Vesta  Stevens  born  1870,  died  1937. 

b.  Bertha  Stevens  born  1872,  died  1894. 

c.  -Alexander  Stevens  born  1875,  living  in  1954. 

d.  Mary  Stevens  born  1877,  died  1910. 


2.  Georgia  Asbill  born  1854,  died  1886. 


3.  Eattie  Asbill  born  1857,  died  1886. 


4.  Janie  Asbill  born  1860,  died  1933,  married  C.  B.  LaFitte. 
a .  Fletcher  G .  -^aFitte  • 


5.  Capers  Asbill  born  1863,  died  1886, 


6. 


Burdette  M.  Asbill  (born  llov.  8,  1865  and  died  Dec.  16, 

1892)  married  Emma  Nicholson  (living  1954-)  on  June  7,  1892. 

a.  Burdette  Mac  Asbill,  Jr.  (born  Nov.  13,  1893)  married 
Jennie  Mattox  Sutherland  June  1,  1921.  Member  of  the  Law 
Firm  of  Sutherland,  Asbill  and  Brennan,  Y/ashington,  D.  C. 

b.  Joseph  M.  ii.sbill  Born  Sept.  9,  1904,  died  Dec.  6,  1936. 

c.  Lewis  M.  Asbill  born  Oct.  10,  1906,  living  in  1954,  not  mairied. 

d . Mary  Ellen  Asbill  born  June  26,  1910,  living  in  1954,  married. 
Clauston  L.  Jenkins,  June  23,  1935. 


(1954) 


■ 


7.  Dr.  Fletcher  G.  Asbill  born  May  16,  1868,  died  Nov.  5,  lyd 
married  Miranda  DuBose  (living  1954), 

a.  Fletcher  DuBose  Asbill  died  in  infancy. 

b.  Dr.  David  St.  lierre  Asbill  born  1901,  married 
iauline  iorter. 

c.  Frank  Scarborough  Asbill  (unmarried  1954). 

8.  Frank  Asbill  born  1870,  died  1886. 

9.  Sadie  Asbill  born  1873,  died  1886, 

10.  Clarence  M  .  Asbill  born  1875  (living  1S54)  married 
Beatrice  7/atson,  born  1880  (living  1954) . 

a.  Mary  Alice  Asbill  born  1900,  died  1902, 

b.  C.  M.  Asbill,  Jr,  born  1902,  married  Benet  Godfrey. 
Lived  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina  1954,  College 
professor . 

c.  Helen  Mitchell  Asbill  born  1905,  married  77.  A. 
Cottingham.  (Lived  in  Montgomery,  Alabama,  1954) 

d.  H.  77.  Asbill  born  1907,  married  Eleanor  Hart, 

(in  oil  business,  Columbia,  South  Carolin  a,  1954) 

e.  Katherine  Keese  Asbill  born  1909,  married  T.  B. 
TJhaley. 
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b.  1947  b.  1950 
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CHAPTER  THIRTEEN 


DR,  FLETCHER  GIADSTONE  ASBILL 


Dr.  Fletcher  Gladstone  Asbill  of  Ridge  Spring,  South  Carolina 
was  a  physician,  farmer,  banker,  inventor,  builder  and  dentist, 
was  born  May  16,  1868  at  Ridge  Spring,  South  Carolina.  His  father 
was  Lewis  Monroe  Asbill,  M.D.  and  his  mother  was  Mary  Ann  Mitchell. 

Mary  Ann  was  the  daughter  of  Green  Mitchell  of  Batesville  and  Ridge  Spring, 
Carolina.  Green’s  ancestors  came  from  England  and  Holland. 

Dr.  Fletcher  attended  the  University  of  Maryland  where  he 
graduated  with  honors  in  the  Schools  of  Medicine  and  Dentistry. 

On  September  3,  1895,  he  married  Miranda  DuBose,  daughter  of 
John  DuBose,  M.D.  and  Sarah  Scarborough  DuBose.  Marinda  was  the 
granddaughter  of  William  Harrison  Scarborough. 

Dr.  Fletcher’s  motto  was: 

n Learn  to  do  well  whatever  you  undertake. 

Strive  to  excell. 

Be  thorough. 

Be  the  Soul  of  Honor. 

Live  so  that  even  the  undertaker 

will  be  sorry  when  you  die.* 

s _ ^  (  ^ 

Children  of  Dr.  Fletcher  G.  Asbill  and  Miranda  DuBose  Asbill: 

1.  Fletcher  DuBose  Asbill. 

2.  Dr.  David  St.  Pierre  Asbill  (born  1901)  married  Pauline  ** 
Porter • 

a.  Dr.  David  St.  Pierre  Asbill  married  Alice  Mackie. 

>  a.  Sharon  Asbill . 

3.  Frank  Scarborough  Asbill. 


t 
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CLARENCE  ASBILL 

Clarence  M.  Asbill  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Lewis  Monroe  Asbill, 
and  Mary  Ann  Mitchell.  He  was  born  near  Ridgo  Spring,  South  Carol!' 
November  6,  1875.  He  married  Eeatrice  "Watson  on  August  10,  1897. 

Beatrice  7/atson  Asbill  was  born  January  18,  1880.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Henry  Franklin  'Watson  (born  1845  and  died  1888)  who 
married  Mary  Alice  Carson  (born  August  26,  1858  and  died  February  8, 
1847).  Her  parents  Y/ere  married  January  23,  187S.  Her  grandparents 
on  the  paternal  side  were  Samuel  J.  Watson  (born  1816)  and  Louisa 
Reed  (born  1815).  The  family  originally  came  from  England.  Her 
grandparents  on  the  maternal  side  were  Thomas  C.  Carson  (born  1817) 
and  Lucinda  Harrison  Shumpert  (born  1826) .  They  were  married 
October  26,  1843.  Her  great-grandf atehr  was  Charles  Carson  and  her 
great -grandmother  was  Sallie  Abney.  The  family  came  from  Germany. 

Clarence  M.  Asbill  attended  high  school  at  Ridge  Spring, 

S.  C.  Because  of  the  lack  of  money,  it  vj as  necessary  for  him  to  go 
to  Y/ork  to  earn  his  living.  He  was  emplyed  first  at  a  general 
merchandise  store  and  later  at  a  bank  as  bookkeeper  and  cashier. 

After  the  dca.th  of  the  owners,  the  business  was  closed  oart  and 
Clarence  entered  Smith fs  Business  College  at  Lexington,  Kentucky, 

In  1898  he  came  to  Columbia,  South  Carolina  and  worked  for 
the  State  Company.  After  a  short  time  he  Y/as  employed  by  the  v7,  J» 
Keenan  Company,  dealers  in  Naval  Stores,  where  he  continued  for 
seventeen  years.  During  this  time  he  served  on  the  city  council 
for  six  years. 

He  took  an  active  part  in  civic  and  religious  activities.  He 
was  assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  and  financial  adviser.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Stewarts  of  tho  "Washington  Street  Church  for  40  years .  He  v/as  also 
active  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  the  Epworth  Children^  Home  of 
South  Carolina  in  which  capacity  he  helped  plan  and  supervise  the 
remodeling  of  tho  Epsworth  League  Home  which  is  now  an  outstanding 
institution.  He  was  one  of  the  original  Dodge  Car  Dealers  in  the 
country  from  1915  to  1942.  He  operated  this  c  ompany  and  was  honored 
on  several  occasions' for  his  outstanding  work.  Mr.  Asbill,  like  many 
of  this  noble  family,  is  congenial,  modest  and  accomplished.  Not 

only  has  ho  been  a  succoss  in  business  but  also  an  outstanding  worker 
for  the  better  ment  of  mankind.  _ 


CF  AFTER  FOURTEEN 


BURDETTE  MA.C  ASBILL,  SR. 

Burdette  Mac  Asbill,  Sr.  is  the  son  of  Burdette  M.  Asbill 
and  Emma  Nicholson  Asbill  and  the  grandson  of  Dr .  Lewis  Monroe 
Asbill  and  Mary  Ann  Mitchell.  Mary  Ann  Mitchell  was  the  daughter 
of  Green  Mitchell  of  Bates-ville  and  Ridge  Spring,  South  Carolina. 

His  father,  Burdette  Mac  Asbill,  was  born  in  Ridge  Spring, 
South  Carolina  on  November  8,  1865.  He  attended  the  University 
of  South  Carolina,  married  Emma  Nicholson  on  June  7,  1892  and  speift 
his  life  in  farming  and  other  activities  in  and  around  Ridge  Spring. 
He  died  on  December  16,  1926.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

His  mother,  Emma  Nicholson,  was  born  in  Ridge  Spring,  S.  C. 
on  December  24,  1868.  She  was  educated  by  a- governess  and  devoted 
her  life  to  her  family.  She  has  always  been  a  most  understanding, 
sympathetic  and  reasonable  person  in  her  family  relations  and  is 
beloved  by  her  family  and  friends.  She  now  lives  (1954)  at  the  old 
home  place  in  Ridge  Spring,  South  Carolina.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 


Burdette  Mac  Asbill,  Sr.  was  born  at  Ridge  Spring,  South 
Carolina  on  November  19,  1893  and  attended  the  elementary  and  high 
school  at  Ridge  Spring.  His  boyhood  was  a  normal  one.  He  played 
baseball  and  tennis  and  hur.tcd  with  his  uncle.  Dr.  F.  G.  Asbill, 
continuously  throughout  the  hunting  season  from  the  time  he  was 
nine  years  old  until  he  v/er.t  to  college.  A  very  close  relationship 
existed  between  the  uncle  and  nephew. 

He  entered  "Wofford  College,  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina  in 
September,  1909  and  received  an  A.B.  degree  in  1913.  He  played  on 
the  baseball  and  tennis  teems  and  was  Tennis  Singles  Champion  for 
three  years,  participating  in  inter-collegiate  meets  throughout  the 
state.  His  collegiate  star. ding  was  first  or  second  class'.  He  enterei 
Harvard  Law  School,  Cambricge,  Massachusetts  in  September,  1914  and 
received  an  L.L.B.  degree  in  June,  1917. 


He  entered  the  First  Officers  Training  Camp  at  Fort  Oglethorpe, 
Georgia  in  1917,  received  a  commission  and  served  as  a  Lieutenant 
until  honorably  discharged  in  1919*  All  of  his  service  was  m  thin 
the  United  States. 

He  was  admitted  to  practice  law  in  the  District  of  Columbia  in 
the  fall  of  1919  and  immediately  entered  practice  in  Atlanta,  Georgia 
in  January,  1920  as  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Watkins,  Russell  & 
Asbill.  He  was  a  member  of  that  firm  ana  the  successor  firms  of  Yatkii. 
&  Asbill  and  Watkins,  Asbill  and  Watkins  until  April,  1934  when  ho 
resigned  after  being  requested  to  become  Special  Assistant  to  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States.  He  served  in  this  capacity 
until  January  1,  1942  in  the  following  positions: 

Chief,  Trial  Section,  Anti-Trust  Division,  1936-1937 

First  Assistant,  Lands  Division,  1937-1939 

Tax  Division  -  1939 

s-  ■  "  .>  •  .  • 

Anti-Trust  Division  in  charge  of  oil  litigatgion,  1939-1941 

In  January,  1942  he  resigned  from  the  Department  of  Justice  and 
became  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Cummings  &  Stanley,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  the  firm  then  being  headed  by  former  Attorney  General  Homer 
Cummings .  In  1945  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Cummings  &  Stanley 
and  remained  a  member  of  that  firm  and  the  successor  firm  of  Cummings, 
Stanley,  Timitt  &  Cross  until  September,  1949  when  he  resigned  from 
the  Cummings  firm  and  became  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Sutherland, 
Tuttle  and  Brennan  with  offices  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  and  Yfashington, 

D.  C*  The  latter  firm  was  succeeded  by  the  firm  of  Sutherland,  Asbill 
&  Brennan  on  January  15,  1953  and  to  date -  has  been  and  is  a  member  of 
the  firm.  The  firm  is  engaged  in  general  civil  practice  in  all  courts 
but  specializes  in  federal  tax,  anti-trust  and  administrative  law 
practice.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bar  Association  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  the  Georgia  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association. 
He  lives  at  2101  Connecticut  Avenue,  Washington  8,  D.  C. 
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His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Threewits 
Nicholson  of  Ridge  Spring,  South  Carolina.  Her  father  was  the  son 
of  Dr.  John  N.  and  Elizabeth  Threewits' Nicholson  and  was  born 
January  18,  1835  and  died  on  January  9,  1936.  Her  mother  was  Sarah 
Ann  Boatright  before  her  marriage  and  she  was  a  daughter  of  Burrell 
Thomas  and  Sophia  Watson  Boatright.  Burrell  Boatright  was  born  in 
Ridge  Spring,  South  Carolina  and  operated  extensive  plantations  in 
that  territory  during  his  whole  life.  His  wife  Sophia  was  born  in 
Columbia,  South  Carolina.  His  mother’s  mother  was  born  October  9,  1838' 
and  died  January  10,  1921* 

On  June  1,  1921  he  married  Jennie  Mattox  Sutherland,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  phocian  L.  Sutherland  of  Jacksonville,  Florida. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Newnan,  Georgia  on  August  30,  1900  and  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Gouchcr  College,  Baltimore,  Md.  Her  father  was  the  so?,  of 
William  Anderson  Sutherland  and  Janie  Bcalle  Sutherland  of  Louisville, 
Georgia.  Her  mother  was  a  daughter  of  William  Nathan  Mattox  and 
Elizabeth  Orr  Mattox  .  William  Nathan  Mattox  was  formerly  of 
Albemarle  County,  Virginia  and  his  wife,  formerly  Elizabeth  Orr,  was 
from  Newnan,  Georgia. 

His  grandmother  Asbill  and  ifve  of  his  aunts  and  uncles  died 
in  1886  from  a  virulent  tyje  of  measles. 

Burdette  Mac  Asbill,  Sr.  and  Jennie  Mattox  Sutherland  Asbill 
have  the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 

1.  Mac  Asbill,  Jr.  born  in  March  15,  1922.  He  married  Jane 
Winchester  of  Wilmington,  Delaware  on  Jan.  19,  1943,  He 
is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Sutherland,  Asbill  and  Brennan 
(1954),  Y/ashington,  D»  C.  I 

a.  Richard  McKendrie  Asbill  born  on  June  9,  1944. 

b.  Henry  Tftnchester  A6bill  born  on  June  1,  1947.  * 

c.  Y/illiom  Sutherland  Asbill  bom  on  April  4,  1950. 
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EDWARD  LEE  ASBILL 

Edward  Lee  Asbill  of  Lexington,  South  Carolina  was  a’  lawyer, 
farmer,  businessman  and  teacher  as  well  as  a  politician.  He  was 
born  April  3,  1871  near  Ridge  Spring,  South  Carolina.  His  father 
was  Pickens  Bonham  Asbill  and  his  mother  was  Emeline  Satcher.  His 
paternal  grandparents  were  Lewis  Asbill  and  Mary  wpollyw  Satcher, 

Edward  Lee  entered  Woffard  College  at  Spartanburg,  South 
Carolina  in  1888  ancfcgraduated  in  1892.  Later  he  studied  law  at 
Yale  University.  In  addition  to  his  work  as  a  lawyer  he  took  over 
the  principalship  of  the  Edgefield,  South  Carolina  school  when  it 
was  in  need  of  an  outstanding  supervisor, 

.w  He  was  clocted  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1896  and  served 
in  1897  and  1898,  He  married  Julia  Drafts  on  March  12,  1901. 

Julia  was  the  daughter  of  John  Drafts  and  Dora  Bodie  and  the 
granddaughter  of  James  C.  Bodie  and  Caroline  Asbill. 
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CHAPTER  fifteen 


LEWIS  7/IGFALL  AS  BILL 

Lewis  7Tigfo.ll  Asbill  was  born  February  12,  1854  and  die!  Apr'.? 
1S34.  As  a  young  man  he  became  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and 
married  Elizabeth  Hollman.  The  family  moved  its  household  goods 
from  South  Carolina  to  Texas  by  freight  train  in  1883,  He  spent 
most  of  his  life  farming  and  was  buried  in  Elm  Cemetery,  Rains 
County,  Texas. 

The  following  are  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  Lewis 
Wigfall  Asbill  and  Elizabeth  Hollman  Asbill: 

1.  Eddie  Inez  Asbill  born  April  17,  1877,  married  Minnie  Elizabeth 
Dread in,  member  Baptist  Church,  occupation  farmer  and  lived  near 
Emory,  Texas  in  1951. 

a.  Bertie  Asbill  born  August  1895, died  Ocotobcr  25,  1922, 
married  Jacob  Frieberger  in  1919,  occupation  school 
teacher,  member  of  Baptist  Church  and  buried  in  Cemetery 
near  Emory,  Texas, 

b.  Houston  F,  Asbill  born  November  13,  1897,  married  Dora 
Jones,  occupation  farmer,  member  of  Baptist  Church  and 
lived  in  Rains  County,  near  Emory,  Texas  in  1951. 

c.  Homer  Asbill  born' October  13,  1899,  married  Viola  Terry, 
occupation' farmer ,  member  of  Baptist  Church  and  lived 
near  Emory,  Texas  in  1951. 

d.  Vallie  Asbill  married  H.  V.  Lofton,  member  of  Church  of 
God,  lived  near  Sulphur  Springs,  Texas  in  1951. 

e .  Ruby  Asbill . 

f .  Odessa  Asbill. 

g.  Donald  Asbill  born  July  11,  1903,  married  Lottie  Glass 
December  20,  1924,  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
occupation  merchant  and  trader  and  lived  in  Sulphur  >*' 
Springs  in^l95l. 

h.  Erma  Asbill,  b.  May  11,  1906  married  Artis  Miller. 

i.  Edward  Asbill,  b.  February  1910,  married  (1)  Amon 
McElroy  and  (2)  Gladys. .Childers . 

j.  Woodrow  Asbill,  b.  Oct.  2,  1913,  married  Wanda  Yarborough, 

k*  I.  V.  Asbill,  b.  Nov.  21,  1916,  married  Lottie  Mai  Potts. 

2,  Lana  Asbill 
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CHAPTER  SIXTEEN 


SOLOMAN  ASBILL 


Soloman  Asbill,  son  of  Soloman  Asbill,  son  of  pierce,  was 
me  of  the  leading  f ront iersmen  of  the  early  Asbills.  He  was 
orn  in .  Perquimans  or  Chowan  County,  North  Carolina  about  1763. 

August  25,  1784  he  married  Sarah  E.  Jernagan  in  Eertie  County, 
'orth  Carolina.  James  Sowell  signed  as  a  witness. 

According  to  the  records  in  the  Eertie  County  Court  House, 
7/indsor,  North  Carolina,  he  bought  land  in  1798.  He  served  as  a 
evolutionary  soldier  in  the  Militia  (Army  records  of  the 
.evolution.  Book  22,  page  497).  He  was  listed  as  Soloman  Ashbie 
and  Soloman  Asby.  He  was  listed  in  the  Blount  County  records, 
Maryville,  Tennessee  as  being  at  Fort  Craig  (near  Maryville)  in 
x309  and  1810.  He  also  bought  land  and  sold  land  there  at  this  time 

In  1812  we  find  in  the  Giles  County,  Tennessee  records  that 
he  leased  a  place  east  of  Pulaski  on  the  old  Fayettvillc  Road 
(extension  of  Madison  Street)  where  the  road  forked  for  Huntsville, 
Alabama.  In  1812  he  made  a  Will  or  an  assignment  of  property  and 
stock  to  his* daughter ,  Betsy  (Elizabeth)  Asbill,  which  was  recorded 
September  14,  1813.  It  read  as  follows;  ”To  Betsy  Asbill,  from' 
Soloman  Asbill,  one  grey  filly,  one  sorrel  filly  with  blaze  face, 
one  bay  mare  and  colt,  six  cows  and  their  yearlings,  six  steers, 

20  hogs  consisting  of  sows  and  shoats,  also  lease  and  crop,  wagon 
and  gear,  one  bed  and  furniture.’1  In  the  same  year  he  made  a  Will 
or  an  assignment  of  property  and  stock  to  his  daughter  Polly  (Mary) 
which  v;as  recorded  February  24,  1814.  It  reads  as  follows;  ’‘Soloman 
to  Polly  Asbill,  daughter,  (.500.00,  one  bay  mare,  one  black  filly, 
one  grey  horse, 'one  sorrel  horse,  one  grey  filly,  six' cows  and 
their  yearlings,  seven  steers,  three  heifers,  30  hogs,  two'beds 
and  furniture,  two  large  kettles,  one  pot  and  one  oven  lid.”  On 
both  records,  David  Dickson,  Benjamin  S.  Weaver  and  Joseph  Dickson 
signed  as  witnesses. 
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In  1814  he  had  a  law  suit  with  Henry  Mitchell  over  a  debt 
of  £50.00.  Dave  Dickson  and  Joseph  Dickson  signed  his  bond,  later 
they  withdrew  their  signatures  as  bondsmen.  In  September,  1814 
he  had  a  suit  with  Henry  7/ilcher  over  a  debt  of  £125.00. 

In  Giles  County, (September)  Tennessee  Court  record,  1814, 
we  find  that  Soloman  Asbill  had  a  law  suit  with  Henry  Wilcher  over 
a  debt  of  £4.13-o.  Soloman  lost  the  suit  and  had  to  pay  the  debt 
and  costs  which  amounted  to  £8.00. 

We  believe  that  he  made  these  7/ills  or  Assignments  before 
going  to  Hew  Orleans  to  fight  in  the  7/ar  of  1812  and  during  this 
time  they  were  filed.  In  1815  he  was  appointed  road  overseer  by 
the  Giles  County  Court  to  improve  the  road  from  his  place  (where 
the  road  forked  for  Fayetteville  and  Huntsville)  to  Madison  Street 
in  Pulaski.  In  1817  he  bought  land  again  in  Bertie  County,  North 
Carolina.  He  returned  again  to  Tennessee  in  1818.  This  time  he 
went  to  Lay/rence  County,  where  he  served  on  the  Jury  in  1818, 
August  term  of  Court.  He  was  also  appointed  by  the  Court  as 
overseer  of  the  work  on  a  military  road  being  built  at  that  time 
in  Lawrence  County. 

David  Crockett  was  Justice  of  the  Feace  at  this  time  and 
formed'  a  partnership  with  Soloman  with  whom  he  made  many  hunting 
expedi  rfcions . 

According  to  the  Lawrence  County  Court  records,  he  served  - 
on.  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  May  4th  term,  1819.  He  made  a  Census 
return  on  May  6,  1819.  He  was  on  the  Jury  again  in  the  May  tern, 
1820  and  became  Justice  of  the  Peace,  succeeding  David  Crockett 
for  the  October  term,  1820.  He  was  a  juryman  again  on  July  3,  4, 

5  and  6,  1821.  '  s  -  -  '  —  " 

In  the  April  term,  1822  he  had  a  lawsuit  with  Henry  Sharp 
in  the  Lawrence  County  Court.  The  case  was  appealed  to  a  higher 
Court . 
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We  have  no  further  record  hut  believe  he  either  -went  further’ 
v*cst  or  returned  to  North  Carolina  or  died  in  La-wren ce  County,  Tcnn. 

Soloman  and  Sarah  E.  Jernagnn  had  the  f  oil owing  childrens 

1.  Soloman  Asbell  married  Elizabeth  Sawyer ,  Y/ill  dated  November  1, 
1849,  Bertie  County,  North  Carolina. 

Their  children: 

a.  D.  Sawyer  Asbell 

b.  Nathaniel  Asbell 

c.  Mary  Asbell 
c.  Alonzo  Asbell 
c.  Harrison  Asbell 

•  .... 

•  •  '  ■  -  1  ✓ 

2.  Joseph  Asbell  married  Fanny  _ ,  Will,  1826. 

3 .  Folly  Asbell.  -HJ 

4.  Betsy  Asbell. 
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CHATTER  SEVENTEEN 
TilLLIAM  ASEILLE 

'  ' — 

’  .,  * 

William  Asbillc  was  torn  about  1765  in  Perquimans  or  Chowan 
County,  North  Carolina.  He  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Asbill  and  Dorothy 
Ross,  sister  of  George  Ross,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence. 

As  a  young  lad  he  joined  the  Colonial  forces  in  the  Revolution 
against  England,  enlisting  from  Orange  County,  North  Carolina. 

Family  tradition  says  that  he  served  under  General  George  Washington 
and  spent  the  winter  at  Valley  Forge.  It  also  gives  account  of  his 
crossing  the  Delaware  River  with  Washington’s  forces. 

A  pioneer,  like  many  of  the  Asbills,  y/illiam  traveled  and 
hunted  the  frontiers.  lushing  westward,  he  came  to  what  is  now 
Buncombe  County,  North  Carolina  and  settled  there  for  sometime. 

Near  this  settlement  lived  the  family  of  Samuel  Becknell  with  whom 
he  was  well  acquainted.  This  family  had  adopted  a 'little  girl  of 
Cherokee  Indian  parentage,  whom  they  named  Malinda.  William' 

Asbille  wooed  and  wed  her.  The  story  of  her  origin,  however,  is 
very  interesting. 

According  to  this  story,  an  Indian  Chief  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation,  perhaps  Chief  Dragging  Canoe  (d.  1792),  son  of 
Attakullakulln  (Little  Carpender)  had  visited  the  Decknells  and 
had  often  hunted  v/ith  Samuel  Becknell  and  his  young  son  Thomas  in 
the  near  by  regions.  Many  tines  the  Chief  brought  his  wife  with 
him  on  his  hunting  trips  and  slept  in  a  wigwam  on  the  Becknwll 
land.  On  one  such  occasion  the  Becknells  arose  early  to  greet 
their  Indian  friends .  However,  this  time  the  wigwam  was  empty  and 
no  sign  of  anyone  was  seen.  They  thought  that  some  misfortune  had 
struck  and  began  searching  for  clues.  Under  some  brush  and  leaves 
they  heard  the  cry  of  a  baby.  Searching  further,  they  uncovered 
a  small  child  tied  to  its  dene  mother’s  breast.  The  Becknells 
took  this  child  home  and  raised  it  as  their  own.  The  child’s 
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mother  had  apparently  died  at  childbirth  and  as  was  the  Cherokee 
custom,  the  child  was  left  to  perish  with  its  dead  mother.  Malinda 
v/as  the  daughter  of  this  Indian  Chief  who  was  the  Becknell’s 
friend.  Searching  parties  traveled  far  and  wide,  but  the  Indian 
Chief  was  never  seen  af din . 

When  the  Indian  maiden  approached  womanhood,  William  Asbille 
proposed  to  her  and  married  her.  It  v/as  discovered  that  Malinda 
had  no  legal  surno.ne .  She  had  been  reared  by  the  Becknells  but 
v/as  not  legally  a  Bc-cknell.  Irobably  William  suggested  the  name 
of  Ross,  the  maiden  name  of  his  own  mother,  Dorothy  Ross,  or  perhaps 
she  v/as  a  descendent  of  the  famous  Scotchman,  John  Ross,  a  very 
early  chief  of  the  Cherokees,  who 'was  one  of  the  first  to  explore 
the  Tennessee  River.  At  any  rate,  she  became  known  to  later 
generations  as  Malinda  Ross.  Accordinr  bo  the  Census  of  1790' 

William  Asbille  was  listed  as  living  in  Hillsborourh  District,' 
Randolph  County,  North  Carolina.  Resides  himself  and  his  wife, 
he  had  two  sons  under  16  (William  and  Joseph)  and  two  daughters 
of  whom  we  have  no  record.  We  believe  that  the  two  daughters  were 
children  of  the  first  marriage  with  Malinda  Ross  and  perhaps  die  I 
young.  William  (II.)  their  son  was  born  in  1767  and  v/as  named  aft^r 
his  father.  According  to  family  records,  the  Indian  wife  died  at 
the  birth  of  her  son  William. 

In  Hillsboro,  Orange  County,  North  Carolina  lived  Alexander 
Duncan  Moore,  son  of  General  James  Moore  of  Revolutionary  fame. 

In  1791  Alexander  Duncan  Moore  sold  his  tavern  on  King  Street, 
one  acre  in  lot  15  for  eighty' pounds  to  William  Walters,  attorney- 
at-law,  husband  of  his  sister,  Mary  Moore.  (This  tavern  is  still 
standing  and  is  known  as  the  *!0ld  Colonial  lr„nn .)  During  the 
Revolutionary  period  Cornwallis  had  quartered  in  this  building 
and  used  part  of  it  for  stabling  horses.  Living  with  Alexander 
Duncan  Moore  was  his  younge‘st  sister,  Elizabeth,  better  knov/n  as 
Detsy.  She  had  been  an  orphan  since  the  age  of  three  and  had  made 
her  home  with  her  older  brother  Alexander  and  his  wife,  Nancy, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy  Quince.  'Many  stories  were  told  of 
Aunt  Nancy  Moore  by  Betsy  Ts  daughter,  Lydia  xlsbille  Bennett .  lerho-ps 
William  Asbille  attended  many  social  gatherings  of  the  younger  set 
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in  Hillsboro.  At  those  functions  he  met  Betsy,  -whom  he  married' about 
1789.  Since  William’s  brother  John  was  married  in  Surry  County,  North 
Carolina  in  1788,  we  believe  that  William  brought  his  small  children 
to  be  cared  for  by  Elizabeth  Coyle,  John’s  wife,  soon  after  the  death 
of  Malinca  Ross  Asbille  in  1787.  7/e  do  know  that  William  married 

Elizabeth  '’Betsy’1  Moore  about  1769,  since  their  oldest  child,  Joseph, 
was  born  in  1790.  Other  children  must  have  been  torn  in  Surry  County 
too,  because  we  have  a  record  of  Lydia,  7/illiam  and  Betsy’s 
daughter,  being  born  in  Surr^  County  in  1804.  Around  1808  and  1809 
when  the  frontier  was  pushing  westward,  we  find  William  again 
with  his  brother  John  Asbill  in. Madison  County,  Kentucky.  -We 
have  a' record  of  his  receiving  a  ^>1.50  for  a  wolf  scalp  in  Madison 
County,  Kentucky  in  November,  1810.  John  received  the-. same  amount 
for  a  wolf  scalp  on  the  same  date.  However,  v/e  find  that  John  sold 
four  wolf  sea  lps  for  (,>12.00  in  1809  and  we  take  it  that  he  and 
William  had  killed  these  wolves  together. 

In  the  Census  of  1820  of  Madison  County,  Kentucky  we  find  the 
following  data:  both  William  and  his  wife  were  still  living  at 
this  time.  They  had  two  boys  and  one  girl  between  five  and  ten 
and  one  girl  between  ten  and  sixteen.  'We  believe  that  the  boys 
mentioned  were  James  and  Thomas  Asbill,  and  that  the  older  girl  was 
Lydia,  the  younger  girl  might  have  been  the  Lesy  (Betsy)  Asbill 
who  married  Third  Baker.  As  far  as  we  know  both  William  and  his 
wife  Betsy  spent  their  last  days  in  Madison  County,  Kentucky. 

Willaim  had  the  following  children: 

By  Kalinda  Ross,  his  first  wife: 

1.  (daughter)  Asbill  born  about  1785. 

2.  (daughter)  A still  born  about  1785. 

3.  William  "Billy1*  Asbill  (II.)  (1787-1813)  married 

(1)  Cecil"  Var  Winkle  and  (2)  Aletha  Harrison. 

-  **  . 

By  By  Elizabeth  uBetsyu  &oore,  his  second  wife: 

4.  Joseph  Asbille  (1790-1672)  married  (1)  Malinda 
Bee  knell  and  (2)  Mar/  (lolly)  Harp. 


Si 


*  t 

5.  Ross  Asbill  (1792-18  ),  married  Elizabeth  Becknell  on 

January  6,  1817,  Madison  County,  Kentucky • 

•  • 

6.  Nancy  (?)  Asbill  91795-1869),  married  Thomas  Becknell  (II.) 

7.  Lydia  Asbill  (1804-1882),  married  Ezekiel  Bennett. 

8.  T  homas  Asbill  ,  born  about  1809. 

9.  James  Asbill  (1811-187  9)  married  Paulina  Becknell. 

10.  (daughter)  Asbill  (born  about  1812) .  Probably  was  the  Besy 
Asbill  who  married  Third  Baker  on  January  30,  1827. 


MOORE  FAMILY 

Since  the  Moores  married  into  the  Asbill  family  and  are  the 

ancestors  of  many  present  day  Asbills,  we  are  including  the 
following  material: 

1.  ROGER  CAOCH  O'MOORE  (1510-1556),  15th  Lord  of  Leix  in  Ireland. 

He  married  Lady  Margaret  Butler,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Butler,  son  of  Sir  Fiers  Butler,  8th  Earl  of  Ormonde  of 
Royal  Descent.  -  '  '  ' 

2.  CHARLES  O'MOORE  (1548-1601),  17th  Lord  of  Leix,  married  Lady 
Mary  Moore,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Moore. 

3.  ROGER  (Rory)  O'MOORE  (1596-1653)  18th  Lord  of  Leix,  leader  of 
the  formidable  Irish  Insurrection  of  1641,  married  Katherine 
Barnewall,  daughter  of  Sir  Patrick  Barnewall. 

4.  CHARLES  O'MOORE  (II.)  (1620-1691)  Governor  of  Athlone,  Ireland, 
married  Anne  Sarsfield,  daughter  of  Patrick  Sarsfield, 

S  5.  JAMES  MOORE  (1640-1706)  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  1700-1703, 
came  to  America  in  1665.  Married  Margaret  Berringer,  daughter 
of  Colonel  Benjamin  Berringer. 

6.  MAURICE  MOORE  (167  0-1745)  founder  of  Brunswick,  North  Carolina, 
influential  attorney  and  politician,  married  Elizabeth  porter, 
daughter  of  John  Forter  (IV.). 
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7.  JAMES  MOORE  (1737-1777),  Brigadier  General  of  the  American 
Revolution*  Moore  was  Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  of 
North  Carolina  troops  that  were  raised  in  defense  of  the 
•  state  of  North  Carolina  in  February,  1776,  and  was  in  command 
of  the  forces  apart  of  which  were  Colonel  Richard  Caswell 
and  Colonel  John  A.  Lillington,  won  the  first  victory  of 
the  Revolution  at  Moore’s  Creek  Bridge  near  Y/ilmington, 

North  Carolina  over  1500  Scotch'Tories .  In  1776  he  was 
promoted  to  Brigadier-General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
whole  Southern  Division  on  account  of  his  victory  at  Moore’s 
Bridge  and  received  the  thanks  of  Congress.  While  en  route 
to  join  General  George  Washington  in  the  north,  he  fell  ill 
of  fever  and  was  sent  to  the  home  of  his  brother.  Judge 
Maurice  Moore,  who  was  also  sick.  Strangely,  they  both  died 
on  the  same  day  in  adjoining  rooms  neither  knov;ing  that  the 
other  was  there*  General  Moore’s  will,  dated  June  9,  1774 
in  New  Hanover  County,  North  Carolina,  divided  his  estate 
among  his  wife  and  children.  v  He  married  Arm  Ivy,  daughter 
of  Duncan  Ivy  and  his  wife  Mary,  who  married  after  Duncan’s 
death,  Marmaduke  Jones.  General  Moore  had  the  follov/ing 
children: 

1.  Anne  Moore  (b.  1756). 

2.  S arah  Moore  (b.  1760)  m.  John  Swann. 

3.  James  Moore,  Jr.  (1763-1633)  in.  Rebecca  Davis. 

4.  Alexander  Dure an  Moore  (b.  1765)  m.  Nancy  Quince. 

5.  Arthur  Moore  (b.  1768)  died  young. 

6.  Me ry  iloorV  (b ,  1770)  m.  William  Yfnlters. 

7.  £l i z ab e t h  ^Bet sy  "  Moore  (b.  1774)  married 

wmia5T7JKire.; - 


8.  ELIZABETH  "BETSY  MOORE,  (1774-182  ),  bom  in  New  Hanover 
County,  North  Carolina,  She  married  William  Asbille  about 
1789  and  moved  with  him  to  Surry  County,  North  Carolina  and 
to  Madison  County,  Kentucky  wnere  both  of  them  died  between 
1820  and  1830, 


,  -  - 
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Genealogical  Chart  XVIII . 
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CRITTER  EIGHTEEN 


JOHN  ASBILL 


John  Asbill,  son  of  Joseph  Asbill  and  Dorothy  Ross ,  was 
born  in  I'erquinans  or  Chowan  County,  North  Carolina  about  1768,  He 
married  Elizabeth  Coyle  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina  on  January 
31,  1786.  Joseph  Davis  performed  the  ceremony.  (Record  in 
Surry  County  Court  House,  Dobson,  N.  C.  in  o.  small  box  among 
many  old  records.)  To  this  union  Y/as  born  five  sons  and  four 
daughters,  Thomas,  John,  Fierce,  Tyre,  TTilliam,  lolly,  Sarah, 

Hannah  and  Rhoda,  Here  again  is  on  example  of  hov/  the  Asbills 
named  their  children  after  their  parents,  grandparents  or  rel¬ 
atives.  John  was  named  after  his  father,  I ierce  was  named  after 
his  great-grandfather,  Vfillian  after  his  uncle,  Hannah  after  her 
great -great -grandmother  Hannah  liercc,  wife  of  Martin  Asbill. 
lolly  (Mary)  was  named  after  numerous  aunts,  etc.  Thus  given 
names  v/erc  handed  down  and  kept  in  the  family. 

In  the  U.  S.  Census  of  1620  of  Madison  County,  Kentucky 
John  had  one  boy  at  home  between  5  and  10  and  one  boy  between  16 
and  18.  He  had  one  girl  between  16  and  16.  Loth  he  and  Elizabeth 
were  listed  as  over  45.  In  July  1609  he  was  paid  by  Madison 
County  $12.00  for  four  v/olf  scalps  and  sometime  later  in  the  same 
year  he  was  paid  12  shillings  (note  the  two  kinds  of  money  used) 
for  one  v/olf  scalp.  In  November  1810  he  received  $150.00  for  one 
wolf  scalp.  This  record  was  entered  at  the  same  time  his  brother 
-.Villi am 1  s  record  was  entered.  That  meant  that  they  had  been 
hunting  together,  Y/hich  no  doubt  was  often  the  case. 

In  Estill  County,  lvente.cky  records  shov/  that  John  lived 
on  the  road  near  Stc.tion  Camp  Creek  and  that  he  vjas  appointed 
surveyor  of  this  road  in  1808.  This  must  have  been  just  a  few 
years  after  he  came  from  Surry  County,  ^orth  Carolina  to  Ken- 
tucly. 
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John  owned  land  in  both  Had is on  and  Estill  Counties,  We 
find  a  record  in  the  Estill  County  Court  Rouse  where  he  sold 
land  to  Linsfield  Eecknell  (his  son-in-law)  and  to  Abram  Gum. 

John  Asbill  died  in  1828,  survived  by  his  wife  Elizabeth 
and  their  children: 

1.  T  homes  Asbill  married  Sarah  (Sally)  Rulen  on  June  3,  1813, 
Estill  County,  Kentucky.  He  moved  to  Knox  County,  Indian 
in  1828.  His  wife  Sarah  (d,  1871)  was  the  daughter  of 
Ambrose  and  Sally  Hulen,  Their  children: 

a.  Jackson  Azbell,  m.  Mary  Hillholland . 

b.  Ambrose  Azbell,  m.  (1)  Mary  Caywood,  December 
29,  1856  and  (2)  Mary  Cox. 

c.  Clara Azbell ,  born  1817,  died  October  4,  1910, 
married  Eenjomin  Keith' on  August  21,  1834. 

d.  Mary  Azbell,  born  1819,  married  March  13, 

1838  to  William  Asbill  (see  Chapter  16)  . 

e.  Elizabeth  Azbell,  married  December  1,  1840  to 
William  Hooper. 

2.  Mary  "l  ollyTt  Asbill,  married  Linsfield  Eecknell  (son  of 
Captain  Thomas  be clone  11)  on  May  15,  1815,  Estill  County, 
Kentucky.  Their  children: 

a.  Henry  Eecknell. 

b.  John  Eecknell 

c.  Tat  Eecknell 

d.  Tyre  Eecknell  married  Miriam  Willis, 

3.  Sarah  "Sally"  Asbill  (d.  1840  of  tyhoid  fever)  married 

on  June’  '3D ,  1815 ~gst ill  County,  Kentucky  to  David  Winkler 
(d.  1840)  son  of  Jacob  Winkler,  who  came  from  Germany  to  North 
%  '  Carolina  to  Kentucky.  Their  children: 

a.  Cynthia  7/inkler  (1822-Aug.  12,  1887)  married 
Stuart  L.  A.  Reynolds  (1810-1890*  (Laport,  Ind.) 

b.  Archibald  Tfinkler  (California) 

c.  Sidney  Winkler,  died  July  10,  1887,  in  Vermont, 

Civil  War  Veteran.  *  b  •  . 

d.  David  7/inkler  Jr. .{May  14.  1827-Feb.  1898  in 
Tierce  County,  Washington] ,  married  in  1855  Id 

Eliza  Allen  (1838-1929)-. 


e.  Howard  Winkler  (died  on  the  I  loins  going  to  California 
when  a  young  man. 

f.  Clayton  Winkler  (Jan.  12,  1831-Nov.  10,  1901), 
married  Martha  Crain  (b.  Oct.  18,  1849)  in  1866. 
Daughter  of  Samuel  Brain  and  Sarah  r owe 11. 

g.  Simpson  Jay  Wfinkler  (died  1040  when  young).. 

-  *  • 

John  Asbill,  Jr.  married  Mahalia  Grace  on  June  12,  1823, 

Estill  County,  Kentucky. 

a.  William  Asbill,  married  his  cousin  Nancy  Asbill. 

(see  Chapter  16). 

b.  John  Asbill  married  Mary  Ann  Bensfield. 

c.  James  AsMll  (called  Jim)  • 

Tyre  Asbill' (Tyrus)  married  Sally  Asbill  (a  distant  cousin, 
see  page  52,  also  Genealogical  Chart  III.)  on  January  10, 

1629,  Madison  County,  Kentucky.  They  settled  in  Covelo, 
Mendocino  County,  Cnlifcrnia. 

a .  John  Asbill .  .. 

b.  Tierce  Asbill  (born  Kov;ard  County,  Missouri,  Oct.  17, 
1835  and  married  Katie  Robertson,  Sept.  12,  1860. 

c.  Europe  Asbill. 

d.  Frank  Asbill  married  (1)  Henocme  T/orita  Kakini  and 
(2)  Mary  Frost. 

e.  Mary  Asbill. 

f .  Elizabeth  Asbill. 

Tierce  Asbill  (born  before  1600)  married  May  13,  1629  to 
Mariah  Bryson  (1306-1840)  in  Henry  County,  Kentucky. 

Theu  moved  to  Missouri  in  1830. 

a.  T  yree  Asbill. 

b.  Emily  Asbill  married  Mr.  Me  I  eak . 

c.  John  Asbill. 

d.  Mary  Asbill  married  Mr.  Clark  (Oklahoma). 

e.  Benjamin  Franklin  Asbill  (1837-1899)  born  in 
Estill  County,  Kentucky. 

f .  William  Asbill  died  in  Wyoming. 

g.  Cassandra  Asbill. 

h.  Mahalia  Asbill  married  Hr.  Suttee. 

i.  Salina  Asbill  (d.  in  Oregon,  1896)  m.  Mr.  Anderson. 

j.  Tierce  Asbill  died  age  21. 


7.  Hannah' As bill  married  Francis  Still,  November  21,  1C29,  Estill 
C ounty ,  Kentucky . 

8.  William  As bill ‘married  Elizabeth  Still,  December  4,  1828, 
Madison  County,  Kentucky, 

a.  William  Daniel  Asbill  married  Johanna  Crowley, 

b.  Sarah  Jane  Asbill  married  D,  M.  Copsey  on  Dec ,14, 
1851.  Mr.  Copsey  was  born  in  Indiana,  Jan.  12, 

1832,  ;moved  to  Missouri  with  his  parents  in  1840 
and  migrated  to  Calif ornia  Sept .  12,  1850. 

c.  Sirrilda  Asbill  married  Mr.  Cantrol. 

d.  Sally  Ann  Asbill  marroed  Mr.  Coffman. 

e.  Loura  Asbill  married  Mr.  lermy. 

f.  Lydia  Asbill  married  Mr.  Dobbins. 

g.  Martha  Asbill  married  Hr.  Goldsmith. 

h.  Hannah  Asbill  married  Mr.  Dearing. 

•  ...  ^ 

9.  Rhoda  Asbill  never  married. 


LAND  GRANT  ISSUED  TO  JOHN  ASBILL,  JR. 

(son  of  John  Asbill  and  Elizabeth  Coyle) 

Estill  County  set  this  Aprile  4th,  1821,  surveyed  for 
John  Asbill,  Jr.  50  acres  on  the  South  side  of  t he  Red  Lick 
Fork  of  Station  Camp  Creek  on  branch  known  by  the  name  of  Kissie 
Eranch  by  virture  of  a  Kentucky  land  office  warrant  Number  5595 * 

(A  description  of  the  property  followed) .  Done  in  the  presence  of 
John  Asbill,  Sr.  and  Lindsfield  Lecknell,  housekeepers. 

Signed,  -Thomas  Campelle 

Lindsfield  Becknell  copy.  Attest;  E.  T.  Benton 

John  xi.S  bill,  Sr.  ‘  „ 

John  XI  sbill,  Jr. 


A  Sale  Bill  and  Inventory 
.ie  22nd  day  of  November,  1826. 
)hn  As bell: 

. 

Linsfield  Becknell 
Yfilliam  As  be  11 
Tierce  As bell 
Tyre  As be 11 
Thomas  Asbell 
David  Winkler 
Ross  Asbell 
Samuel  Kelly 
Manuel  Kelly 
Abram  Gum 
A.  W.  Quinn 
Alexander  Sharp 
William  Asbell,  Sr. 


of  John  Asbell,  deceased  and  sold 
The  following  bought  property  of 

Thomas  Mor ahead 
William  Hinkler 
John  Still 
John  Sim  is  on 
Jeremiah  Reeves 
Michael  I -owe  11 
William  Hunter 
Ryan  Richardson 
William  Towell 
Joseph  Abram 
Jefs  Coyle 
Alfred  Coyle 
John  Kelly 
Davis  Coyle 


Signed, 

William  Wakefield,  Commissioner 
Thomas  Asbell,  Administrator 
David  Winkler,  Administrator 


Estill  County,  January  Court,  1829 

T*  -  -  ,  •  '  \ ,  2*  \ 


on 


The  foregoing  sale  bill  of  John  Asbell,  deceased,  was  thus 
c-turned  into  Court,  examined  by  the  Court  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

,■  •/  ,  %  ■  ,  "  ■ r 

»  -v-  •  •• 

Attest:  Robert  Clark,  Clerk 

; 
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The  Estate  of  the  deceased  John  Asbill  was  sold  om 
December  8,  1828  by  Elizabeth  Asbill,  widow;  John  Asbill,  Jr.; 
Thomas  Asbill; '  David  Winkler  and  Sally  ,  his  wife;  Tierce  Asbill, 
VJllliam  Asbill;  Tyre  Asbill;  Linsfield  Lecknell  and  Folly,  his 
wife;  Hannah  Asbill  to  Abran  Gum* 


Signed : 


(Signed  in  1829) 


John  Asbill,  Jr. 
Tyre  Asbill 
Sally  Asbill 
1 ierce  Asbill 
Polly  Lecknell 


Hannah  Still 
Francis  Still 
William  Asbill 
Elizabeth  Asbill 
Linsfield  lecknell 


THE  EG LEE  (HU LAN)  FAMILY 


Since  the  Hulen  Family  married  Into  the  Asbill  Family' in  the 
person  of  the  wife  of  Thomas  Asbill,  son  of  John  Asbill,  Sr,,  and 
were  the  ancestors  of  many  of  the  present  day  Asbills,  we  are 
including  the  following  data. 


The  Hulen  (Hular.)  Family  is  of  French  Huguenot  origin.  The 
Huguenots  were  French  Irotestants  who  were  severely  prosecuted 
by  the  Catholics.  Most  of  them  migrated  to  England  in  the  16th 
or  17th  Century  and  some  of  them  later  remigrated  to  America, 

The  earliest  American  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a  record  was 
JOHN  HULEN,  who  was  born  about  1735.  His  wife  was  FOLLY  AMBROSE. 
They  had  nine  children; 


1.  William  Hulen,  married  Sally. 

2.  Taylor  Hulen,  married  Elizabeth  Logrs  , 

3.  Milly  Hulen,  married  John  Larmes. 

4.  Charles  Hulen,  Married  Elizabeth. 

5.  John  Hulen,  married  Set  ny. 

6.  leggy  Hulen. 

7.  Sally  Hulen  married  William  Gef s . 

8*  Charlotte  Hulen,  married  Henry  Noland. 

9*  AMBROSE  HULENr,  married  SALLY,  their  children  were: 

a.  SARAH  9$ally)  HULEN,  married  THOMAS  ASBILL. 

b.  Edmund  Hulen.' 

c*  Rebecca  Hulen,  m*  Mr  •  Reeves  .(Jeremiah  Reeves)  ? 


d.  Matilda  Hulen,  married  Mr.  Chamberlin. 

e.  Milly  Hulen,  married  Mr.  Goodman. 
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MARRIAGE  BOND  OF  THOMAS  ASEILL  TO  SALLY  HU  UN 


' 


ESTILL  COUNTY,  KENTUCKY,  1813 

_  -*A  •» 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  Thomas  Asbill  and 
Ambrose  Hulan  are  held  and  firmly  bound  into  this  Commonwealth 
of  Kentucky  in  the  full  sum  of  fifty  pounds  which  payment  will 
and  truly  to  be  made  to  the  said  Commonwealth,  we  bond  ourselves 
our  heirs  as  jointly  and  serverally,  firmly  by  these  presents 
dated  and  scaled  this  30th  day  of  May,  1813. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that  whereas 
there  is  a  marriage  shortly  to  be  had  and  solemnized  between  the 
above  bond. 

Thomas  Asbill  and  Sally  Hulan  of  this  County.  If  therefore 
there  be  no  lawful  cause  to  obstruct  the  same  then  the  above 
obligation  to  be  void  else  to  remain. 

\ 

Attest:  Robert  Fblark  % 

Signed, 

Thomas  Asbill  Seal 
Ambrose  Hulan  Seal 


The  marriage  was  solemnized  between  Thomas  Asbill  and 
Sarah  (Sally)  Hulan  in  Estill  County  on  June  3,  1813  by  Joseph 
Ellison. 


The  following  is  a  Biography  of  Pierce  Asbill,  son  of  Tyre 
and  Sally  Asbill.  (Tyre  Asbill  was  the  son  of  John  Asbill,  Sr,  ar.:' 
Elizabeth  Coyle.) 

PIERCE  ASBILL  . 

t!This  gentlemen  and  pioneer  was  born  in  Howard  County, 
Missouri,  October  17,  1835.  In  1844  he  with  his  parents 
crossed  the  plains  to  Oregon  where  his  family  resided  till 
March  1849.  Then  they  moved  to  California  and  began  mining  in 
El  Dorado  County  where  they  remained  for  about  two  years.  Then 
they  moved  to  Sonoma  County  in  1851  and  settled  near  Bodega.  In 
April  1854  Pierce  and  his  brother  Prank  LI.  Asbill  left  home  and 
shortly  after  fell  into  company  with  Samuel  Kelsey  and  three 
others  7/ho  were  just  starting  for  the  minos  on  the  south  fork 
of  the  Trinity  Paver,  The  party  proceeded  up  Russian  River  and 
crossed  the  South  fork  at  Eel  River  and  over  Sanhedrim  Mountain 
and  down  into  Eden  Valley  which  name  was  givon  to  it  by  Mr. 

Asbill  as  it  reminded  him  very  much  of  the  dsscriptions  he  had 
read  of  the  Garden  of  Eden  and  its  enviroments.  After  passing 
through  Eden  Valley  they  proceeded  as  far  as  the  middle  fork  of 
Eel  River,  where  they  camped  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of 
May  15,  1854  Frank  M.  Asbill  went  up  the  mountain  side  in  seai*ch 
of  horses  and  a  wonderfully  beautiful  valley  met  his  gaze  upon 
which  probably  no  white  man’s  eye  had  ever  rested  before.  He  look¬ 
ed  and  feasted  his  eyes  upon  the  beauty.  He  observed  the  fact  thrt 
it  was  almost  completely  round  in  its  contour.  Upon  his  return 
to  oamp  ho  g&va  such  a  glowing  description  of  the  newly  found 
valley  that  the  party  determined  to  enter  it  and  spy  out  its 
wondrous  beauty.  It  was  given  the  name  of  Round  Valley  by  the 
party  from  Mr.  Asbill* s  description  of  it.  After  breakfast  the 
horses  were  saddled  and  they  passed  into  and  through  the  valley 
and  had  a  hard  fight  with  the  Indians  killing  about  forty  of 
them  in  one  of  their  camps.  The  party  then  passed  on  in  t-o 
Trinity  County,  where  the  Asbill  brothers  refrained  together  until 
1656  •  pierce  then  returned  to  Bodega  coming  by  way  of  Sacremento* 
He  remained  with  his  parents  about  one  week  when  he  came  to 
Mendocino  County  and  after  spending  a  season  in  Ukiah  Valley 
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>  into  Potter  Valley,  where  he  remained  until  the  Fall  of 
1658*  He  then  returned  to  Shasta  County  -where  he  remained  until 
8he  Spting  of  1860,  when  he  in  company  with  hie  brothers  and 
several  others  went  to  Humbclt  County  and  took  up  an  extensive 
ranch,  which  they  held  for  two  years.  In  the  Fall  of  1862  the 
Asbill  brothers  disposed  of  their  interests  in  the  ranch  and 
engaged  in  hunting  until  1864,  when  they  located  a  ranch  in 
Summit  Valley,  Mendocino  County,  which  they  still  own,  consisting 
of  about  six  thousand  acres.  They  have  it  stocked  with  about 
fifteen  thousand  head  of  shtep,  two  hundred  head  of  cattle  and 
one  hundred  fifty  head  of  herses  and  mules.  Mr.  Asbill  is  a 
thorough-going  gentleman  one  is  generous  to  a  fault.  Enter¬ 
prising,  full  of  business,  honorable  and  upright  are  other 
outstanding  qualities  of  his.  He  married  iiiss  Katie  E. 

Robertson  on  September  12,  1880.’4 


This  description  of  pierce  Asbill  was  writtan  about  1S00 
or  perhaps  before.  It  was  taken  from  nBiographies  of 
Mendocino  County”,  California. 


\ 


■  Or'-.  &■>  .  •«(«,.  A. .  .2,-i  v... 
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CHAPTER  NINETEEN 
FRANK  AS BILL 

Frank  Asti 11  was  the  first  of  four  brothers  to  arrive  in 
California  (1640-1854).  He  was  the  first  white  man  to  view  the 
beautiful  valley  in  Northeastern  Mendocino  County.  The  Indians 
called  the  valley  llUkum  Haltyu  because  of  its  extreme  beauty. 

Frank  gave  it  the  name  of  Round  Valley.  Here  he  made- his  home. 

Pierce  and  Europe  settling  in  the  same  locality  while  John  made 
his  home  in  Lower  Lake  County,  California, 

Frank1  s  first  marriage  was  to  an  Indian  woman  of  the  ‘VTailaki 
Tribe  of  Northern  California.  Her  name  was  Henocme  T/onote  Kakini . 

She  died  when  her  first  child,  John  B*  Azbill,  was  a  small  boy. 

Frank  remarried  this  time  to  a  white  woman  by  the  name  of  Mary  Fr:st. 
To  this  union  was  born  one  son,  Frank  Azbill,  Jr.,  who  never  married. 
He  died  recently  in  Cornning,  California, 

The  son,  John  E.  Azbill,  was  born  April  '  16,  1861  at  Fort 
Seward,  California,  He  married  JMele  Kainua  Keoala  Ohana  Allii  Nul 
Kaaina,  great  granddaughter  of  Kaaina,  high  chief  of  the  Island  of 
Mani ,  Hawa i i an  Islands, 

previous  to  the  marriage  she  became  an  American  citizen  and 
took  the  name  of  Mary  Kainna  Kelly,  There  were  four  children  born 
to  this  union,  two  of  whom  are  living,  Henry  K*  Azbill  and  John 
Frank  Azbill,  Henry  never  married.  John  Frank  married  a  full 
blooded  Indian  girl  of  the  Wailaki  trite,  Effie  Elliot.  One  child 
was  born  to  this  union,  Kenneth  John  Azbill,  who  lived  at  1602  Jones 
Street,  Kan  Francisco  in  1954. 

The  above  report  was  given  by  Henry  K»  Azbill  of  San  Francisco, 
California  in  1954. 
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PERUCCA. 


Genealogical  Chart  XXIII. 
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WILLIAM  ASBILL  II. 
"BILLY” 


The  oldest  son  of  Viilliam  Asbille  and  Malinda  Ross (Indian 
girl)  was  William  Asbill  II.,  known  in  later  years  as  "Uncle  Billy". 
He  was  born  in  Bumcombe  County,  North  Carolina,  near  Ashville  in 
1787*  His  birth  place  was  in  the  Cherokee  country,  thus  it  is 
reasonable  to  believe  that  both  parents  lived  near  the  Indians  at 
the  time.  Even  though  Malinda  had  been  reared  by  the  Becknells, 
the  Becknells  lived  in  Indian  Country  and  were  relatives  themselves 
to  the  Cherokee  tribe.  The  fact  that  "Billy"  knew  so  much  Indian 
lore  and  was  such  an  accomplished  hunter  helps  to  prove  this  point. 

According  to  the  United  States  Census  of  1790,  "Billy’s" 
father  and  his  step-mother,  Elizabeth  Moore,  had  gone  back  to 
Hillsboro  District,  Randolph  County,  North  Carolina  (Eilly’s  mother, 
Malinda  died  the  same  year  he  was  born,  1787.)  The  Census  states 
that  Billy  had  one  brother  and  two  sisters  at  that  time.  This 
brother  was  Joseph,  son  of  Elizabeth  Moore  and  William  Asbille  Sr. 
who  married  in  1789,  therefore  the  two  girls  had  to  be  the  daughters 
of  Malinda.  We  have  no  record  of  what  became  of  these  two  sisters. 
Possibly  they  died  young  or  perhaps  they  grew  up  and  married  some 
of  the  Kentucky  famalies  which  the  Asbills  married  into,  such  as 
the  Becknells,  Coyles,  Winklers  etc.  After  1790  the  family  moved 
to  Surry  County,  North  Carolina.  We  have  a  record  of  Lydia  Asbill, 
half-sister  of  Billy,  being  born  there  in  1804.  His  uncle  John 
Asbill  married  Elizabeth  Coyle  there  on  January  31,  1788,  so  we 
believe  that  his  father’s  family  must  have  lived  either  with  or 
near  John. 

A  story  is  told  by  his  half-sister  Lydia  who  had  the  highest 
regard  for  her  brother  "William",  concerning  a  hunting  trip  to  the 
Indian  Country.  (We  assume  that  Billy  made  many  such  trips  to  see 
his  relatives  and  hunt  with  them. )  Long  travel  had  made  him  very 
tired  and  upon  finding  a  nice  bed  of  leaves  which  he  raked  together, 
he  lay  down  and  went  to  sleep.  The  brushing  and  patting  of  some  furry 
whiskers  an  his  face  awakened  him.  From  a  tiny  opening  of  one  eye 
he  could  see  a  panther.  In  true  frontier  fashion  he  lay  perfectly 
still  until  the  panther  had  finished.  Billy’s  knowledge  of  these 
fierce  beasts  gained  from  the  Indians  and  his  relatives  saved 
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his  live*  He  knew  that  the  slighest  move  would  mean  certain 
death.  After  the  panther  had  completely  covered  and  hidden  its 
"dinner"  with  leaves,  it  trotted  off  some  distance  and  gave  a 
shrill,  blood  curdling  call  for  its  mate  to  come  and  share  the 
meal.  Billy  knew  that  this  was  the  opportunity  to  act.  He  jumped 
up  and  fired  his  rifle.  The  report  of  the  gun  changed  the  panthers 
plans  and  it  rein  away  in  the  thick  brush.  Billy,  too,  changed  his 
plans  and  proceeded  on  his  way  always  keeping  an  eye  for  a  deer  or 
a  squirrel# 

This  sturdy  ancestor  was  a  gunsmith  of  the  highest  order. 

He  made  and  sold  many  of  the  finest  Kentucky  rifles  at  a  very 
high  price.  Hunting,  making  rifles  and  powder  for  sale  were  the 
chief  sources  of  his  income.  In  order  not  to  be  confused  with  the 
many  other  William  Asbills,  he  signed  his  name  William  Azbill, 
changing  the  "s"  to  "z".  He  had  several  arguments  with  his 
brothers,  Joseph  and  Ross,  over  the  spelling.  He  contended  that 
the  spelling  might  lead  people  to  believe  that  he  was  ashamed 
of  the  family  of  which  they  were  very  proud#  However,  in  his 
talks  to  his  children  he  did  agree  that  the  correct  spelling 
was  Asbill. 

Another  story  of  his  hunting  was  related  by  his  great- 
grandson,  Albin  Azbill,  who  had  it  related  to  him  by  his  grandfather, 
James  Azbill,  son  of  Billy.  On  one  hunting  trip,  Billy  saw  a 
squirrel  run  up  a  tree#  As  he  loaded  his  rifle  the  squirrel 
jumped  from  limb  to  limb  and  climbed  higher  and  higher.  As  was 
Billy's  custom,  he  talked  to  himself  saying,  "Climb  on  Mr.  Squirrel. 
Go  higher  and  higher  for  the  higher  you  climb  the  further  you'll 
fall." 

Another  story  related  by  Leslie  Van  Winkle  (great-grandson 
of  Billy*  goes  as  follows:  "On  a  certain  Sunday  Billy's  son  Overton 
was  preaching  in  a  neighborhood  church.  At  this  time  "Old  Billy" 
owned  an  ox  that  was  'quite  a  racing  animal.  One  of  the  frontiersmen 
who  had  been  imbibing  in  "fire  water"  offered  Billy  a  "snifter". 

This  was  always  hard  for  him  to  refuse  so  he  emptied  the  jug.  By 
this  time  both  the  frontiersman  and  Billy  were  in  a  happy  mood  and 
the  frontiersman  began  to  talk  about  the  racing  qualities  of  his 
horse.  Billy  couldn't  stand  the  bragging  and  offered  to  bet  that 
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his  ox  could  out  run  the  horse*  A  jug  of  whisky  was  waggered 
which  had  to  be  paid  the  winner  by  the  end  of  the  month*  The 
starting  point  was  to  be  a  sycamore  tree  and  the  ending  point  the 
church*  Billy  got  on  the  ox  and  the  frontiersman  on  his  horse 
with  his  empty  jug*  At  the  dropping  of  the  jug  the  race  was  to 
begin*  Even  before  the  jug  left  the  hand  of  the  horseman  he  was 
on  his  way  up  the  road  and  around  the  hill  racing  at  full  speed* 
"Old  Billy*  with  a  late  start  lay  down  on  the  ox*s  back  and  took 
a  short  cut  through  the  brush*  The  slapping  of  the  limbs  kept  him 
dodging  from  side  to  side*  Just  as  he  dodged  a  big  limb  his  ox 
came  unexpectedly  to  a  creek  which  it  promptly  jumped*  The  ox 
got  over  but  Billy  didn’t.  However,  he  was  on  his  feet  in  a 
second  but  the  ox  had  gone  on  to  the  church  yard  and  was  eating 
grass  when  Billy  arrived  on  foot.  It  was  several  minutes  before 
the  horse  and  rider  arrived.  Of  course  when  the  frontiersman  did 
arrive  it  was  a  surprise  to  see  Billy  already  there.  This  angered 
the  horseman  so  he  never  stopped  but  continued  on  down  the  road  at 
full  gallop.  Billy  had  forgotten  the  race  by  this  tine  and 
walked  up  to  the  church  door  to  see  what  was  going  on.  To  his 
surprise  he  saw  his  son  Overton  in  the  pulpit  preaching.  "Old 
Billy*  stood  there  with  his  hands  on  his  hips.  Upon  seeing  his 
father  standing  in  the  door  dressed  in  his  old  hurting  clothes, 
Overton  was  somewhat  enibarassed.  He  looked  back  at  his  Bible 
quickly  and  preached  harder  and  louder  so  that  he  would  keep  the 
attention  of  his  congregation.  Finally  he  gave  out  of  breath  and 
paused  for  an  instant.  At  this  point  Billy  broke  in  "Give  e’m 
hell,  son.  Tell  them  the  truth  or  the  Good  Lord  won’t  let  your 
hide  hold  shucks." 

William  (Billy)  Asbill  was  married  twice.  His  first  wife 
was  Cecil  Van  Winkle,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Van  Winkle,  whom  he 
married  about  1812-1815.  After  her  death  he  married  Aletha 
Harrison  about  1852.  He  died  on  April  6,  1873  at  the  age  of  86 
and  was  buried  either  at  Cave  Springs  or  in  the  Robinson 
Cemetery. 
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His  children: 

By  Cecil  Van  Winkle: 

1.  James  Asbill  (1816-1903)  married  Dec*  25,  1834,  Madison 
County,"  Kentucky  to  Mahalia  Jane  Becknell,  his  first 
cousin  (see  Chapter  18). 

a.  Albin  Azbill  married  Margaret  Cruse. 

b.  Elizabeth  "Betsy”  S.  Azbill  married  Dr.  Green  V. 
Holland  of  Virginia. 

c.  Emily  Azbill  married  Horace  Perry, 
d*  Haney  Azbill  married  Janies  Purvis . 
e*  Icy  Azbill  married  James  Parker. 

f .  Wiley  Azbill  married  Saaline  Crutcher. 

g.  Mary  Azbill  married  William  Hayes. 

h.  Matilda  Azbill  married  Andrew  J.  Cruse. 

i.  Luetta  Azbill  married  William  Washington  Vein  Winkle. 

j.  Cordelia  T.  Azbill  (1859-1901)  married  Cashus 

Van  Winkle  •  1  ^  ■_  i 

2.  William  Azbill  (ill)  (born  about  1822)  married  Nacy  Fulton. 

aT  Dr.  James  Overton  Azbill  (Perkins). 

b.  Jesse  Azbill. 

c.  Martha  Azbill. 

3.  Joseph  Azbill  (born  about  1829)  married  Elizabeth 
Becknell", "his  first  cousin  (see  Chapter  18). 

a.  Wilson  K.  Azbill  married  Miss  Page. 

4.  Overton  T .  Asbill  (June  4,  183 6- June  8,  1896)  married 
Elizabeth  Becknell,  the  daughter  of  Tyre  Becknell  his 
second  cousin  (  See  Genealogical  Chart  XXV.)  This 
marriage  took  place  on  Feb.  4,  1854,  Estil  County, 

Kentucky . 

a.  Nancy  Azbill  married  Isaac  Davis. 

b.  Lou  Azbill  married  her'eous In,  Thomas  Bicknell. 

c.  Joseph  Azbill  (1854-1914)  m.  Mattie  Pearl,  1878. 

d.  Dr.  Charles  M.  Asbill  married  Susan  Settle.- 

e.  Albert  Azbill  married  (1)  Lindy  Settle  and  (2) 

Fanny  Preston. 


f.  William  Azbill  married  Sarah  Settle. 

g.  Shilia  Azbill  (1865-1903)  married  Dr.  Preston 
Cornelius • 

h.  Juan  Azbill  married  Dr.  John  Lusk. 

i.  Laura  Azbill  married  Ezekiel  Franklin  Jones. 

j.  Betty  Azbill  married  Louis  Schramm. 

By  Aletha  Harrison; 

5.  Sidney  Azbill  (1853-1930)  married  (1)  Martha  Drew 
(2)  Emma  Bowles  and  (3)  Martha  Berry. 

Lucinda  Azbill. 

Katherine  Azbill. 

Pollyanna  Azbill  married  (1)  John  Martin 
(2)  James  T.  Carpenter. 

Isabelle  Azbill  married  William  Jones. 

Aletha  May  Azbill  married  Emery  C.  Amyx. 

Lydia  Margaret  Azbill. 

Genia  Azbill  married  James  C.  FitsGerald. 
William  Benjamin  Azbill  married  Corinne  K 
Tracy. 

6.  Lydia  Azbill  married  Walker  Mullins. 


(1)  a. 

b. 


d. 

(2)  e. 

(3)  f. 

6* 

h. 


a.  Overton  Mullins. 
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CHAPTER  TWENTY -ONE 


JOSEPH  ASBILIE 


The  oldest  son  of  the  second  marriage  (Elizabeth  Moore  and 
William  Asbille)  was  Joseph  Asbill,  who  was  known  as  TTncle  Joseph. 
Ee  was  born  in  Hillsboro  District,  Randolph  County,  North  Carolina 
in  1790.  A  short  time  after  his  birth  his  family  moved  to  Surry 
County,  N.  C.  and  lived  with  or  near  his  Uncle  John  Asbill  and 
Aunt  Elizabeth  Coyle  Asbill.  Like  all  Asbills,  Joseph  too  was  a 
hunter  but  from  the  best  evidence  available  we  find  that  he  speit 
most  of  his  time  on  his  farm.  Ee  was  an  exceptional  mechanic  and 
inventor.  Several  of  the  old  settlers  told  me  that  he  traveled 
over  the  country  with  horse  and  buggy  when  his  farm  work  was  slack. 
On  these  trips  he  filed  saws,  repaired  sewing  machines  and  adjusted 
and  repaired  any  kind  of  machinery,  clocks  or  guns.  Yftien  he  tied 
his  horse  on  a  hill  side  he  had  difficulty  in  keeping  the  buggy 
from  running  up  or  pulling  back  and  tiring  the  horse.  According 
to  Tye  Isaacs,  he  bolted  a  forked  stick  over  his  buggy  axel  which 
he  let  down  when  he  tied  his  horse.  This  prevented  the  buggy 
from  going  forward  or  back  when  the  horse  was  standing. 

He  married  Malinda  Becknell,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Thomas 
Becknell  of  Kings  Mountain  fame  about  1810.  To  this  union  were 
born  five  children.  After  her  death  he  married  Mary  nPollyw  Harp 
(a  red  headed  nurse),  the  daughter  of  Levi  Harp.  To  this  union 
ty/elve  children  were  born. 

In  the  United  States  Census  of  1830,  Estill  County,  Kentucky, 
he  had  listed  one  boy  under  5,  two  girls  under  5,  two  boys  between 
5  and  10,  one  girl  between  5  and  10,  two  boys  between  15  and  20, 
his  wife  between  20  and  30  and  himself  between  40  and  50. 

He  had  land  transactions  with  Ruble  McWilliams  and  John  Rose 
on  September  4,  1851  and  agreements  with  Walker  Frances.  On 
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November  18,  1820  and  again  on  September  26,  1827  he  received  50 
acres  of  land.  Thomas  Asbill  signed  as  witness.  This  land  was 
located  on  Red  Lick  Branch  of  Station  Camp  Creek.  According  to 
the  Estill  County,  Kentucky  Records,  he  leased  oil,  coal  and  salt 
rights  on  land  for  $1.00  per  acre  plus  l/lO  royalty. 

In-  August  of  1864  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  sister  Lydia 
Asbill  Bennett,  wife  of  Ezekiel  Eennett,  Schyler  County,  Missouri. 

The  original  letter  is  in  the  ps session  of  Mr.  Ira  Thurman, 

KirksvilLe,  Missouri,  The  letter  is  as  follows: 

IT?"'  "  _  August,  1864 

Estil  Co.,  Ky. 

Dear  sister  and  children: 

It  is  through  the  kind  mercy  of  our  great  creator  that 
we  are  permitted  once  more  in  this  life  to  let  you  know  how  we  all 
come  on.  This  leaves  us  all  in  common  health.  We  are  both  getting 
old  an  d  on  the  decline  of  life,  though  I  feel  thankful  that  times 
is  as  well  with  us  as  they  are.  James  AShill  brought  the  letters 
to  us  that  you  sent.  They  give  us  great  satisfaction  to  hear  from 
you  all  once  more  in  this  life,  though  sorry  to  hear  of  so  many  of 
my  near  and  dear  connection  departing  this  life,  though  it  is  a 
debt  that  we  all  have  to  pay  sooner  or  later,  let  us  be  where  we 
may.  We  will  now  inform  you  of  the  deaths  that  has  been  in  our 
family  since  we  wrote  you  last.  William  and  Nancy  and  Lydia  and 
Wilson  is  all  dead  since  we  wrote  you  last.  Nancy  left  five 
children,  three  girls  and  two  boys.  Lydia  left  three  boys  and 
William,  I  donft  know  how  many  he  left.  His  widow  lives  in  the 
state  of  Indiana.  Wilson  got  killed  in  Indiana  by  a  circle  sw 
mill.  Ross  is  living  in  Indiana.  Sirrilda  is  in  Grant  Co.  in 
the  lower  edge  of  this  state.  All  the  rest  of  our  children  is 
living  about  in  this  county  and  are  well  as  far  as  I  know. 

Elizabeth  and  her  husband  is  neither  of  them  in  very  good  health, 
but  so  they  generally  keep  a  bout.  Our  children  is  all  married 
and  left.  Charlotte  is  our  youngest  daughter.  They  have  one 
child,  it  is  a  boy.  She  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  George  Harp. 
Louisa  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Dudly  Hunt.  Lydia’s  husband 
was  by  the  name  of  Abner  White.  Sirrilda  has  been  married  twice. 

Her  first  husband  was  by  the  name  of  James  Richer  son  and  the  last 
one  by  the  name  of  William  Kates.  Lucinda  married  a  man  by  the 


name  of  George  W.  Baker.  We  want  you  to  tell  us  in  your  next 
letter  something  about  John  Bonnet  and  James  Bennet  and  tell  us 
something  about  Brother  Ross  Asbille  if  you  know  anything  about 
him.  Lydia  dear  sister  we  would  be  mighty  glad  to  see  you  all 
once  more  in  this  life  and  talk  with  you  face  to  face.  I  think 
we  could  find  many  things  to  tell  each  other  and  I  want  Ezekiel 
to  come  out  and  see  us.  We  would  be  mighty  glad  to  see  him  come 
and  I  want  you  to  write  soon  as  you  get  this  letter,  give  us  all 
the  information  you  can  about  the  connection.  I  have  not  told 
you  anything  about  the  times  here  yet.  Times  is  hard  and  dull 
prospects  for  crops  until  about  three  weeks  ago  and  we  have  had 
some  very  good  rains,  which  had  revived  everything  mightly.  Wheat 
was  tolerably  good  what  stood.  It  froze  out  mightly  in  the  winter. 
Times  is  peaceable  about  here  now  but  I  can*t  tell  how  long  it 
may  stay  so.  The  negros  keeps  leaving  here  and  joining  the  army. 
This  great  conflict  that  is  going  on  disturbs  the  whole  universe 
more  or  less  but  I  hope  it  will  all  work  out  right  though  I  may 
never  live  to  see  it  so.  Farewell  to  you  all  for  this  time.  If 
we  never  see  you  again  we  hope  to  meet  you  in  a  better  world  than 
this  where  the  parting  of  friends  will  be  no  more. 

Joseph  Asbille  and  Mary  Asbille 


To  Lydia  Bennett 


The  death  of  Joseph  Asbille  in  1872  marked  the  passing  of 
a  man  of  high  integrity  and  a  well  loved  citizen  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  Old  Kentucky,  the  state  he  loved. 

His  children: 

By  Malinda  Becknell: 

1.  William  Asbill  (1811-1858)  married  on  March  13,  1838  to 
Mary'  *  Polly*  Azbell,  his  2nd  cousin  (see  chapter  14). 

a.  Mary  Azbell 

b.  Sarah  Lucetta  Azbell  married  (1)  Elijah  Eammond 
and  (2)  William  Hallingworth.  Sarah  was  born 
1840. 


c.  Martha  Azbell. 

d.  Joseph  Yf.  Azbell. 

e.  Jackson  Estill  Azbell. 

f.  Charles  Clinton  Azbell  (1847-1902)  married  in  1868  to 

Margaret  Killion,  b.  1850*  V 

g.  John  Irvine  Azbell  married  Susan  Barlow. 

h.  Nancy  Jeannette  Azbell  (1854-1938)  married  April  27, 
1871  to  Millard  Filmore  Ireland  (1850-1897). 

2.  Nancy  Asbill  (died  before  1864)  married  her  cousin  William 
Asbill  (see  Chapter  ).  They  had  3  girls  and  2  boys. 

3.  David  Asbill  married  Charlotte  Baker. 

a.  John  Azbill. 

b.  Humphrey  Azbell,  married  1858  to  Mary  E.  Kelly. 

c.  Irvine  Asbell  (1839-1909)  married  in  1860  to  Amanda 
Johnson. 

d.  Melvin  Asbill,  married  Linda  Turpin. 

4.  John  Asbill 

a".  Henry  Asbill 
b  •  Arthur  As  bi  LI  • 
c.  Yfilliam  E.  Asbill. 

*  *>  / ..  , —  —  -  -  — ■ 

^  .  &  > 

5.  Sarah  Asbill  married  Mr.  Alcorn. 

By  Mary  "Polly”  Harps  v-  _ 

6.  Ross  Asbill  married  Martha  Chamberlain. 

a.  Ann  Asbill  married  Mr.  Baker. 

b.  Ellen  Asbill  m.  Mr.  Bunker. 

c.  Mary  Asbill  m.  Forrest  Kitchell. 

d.  Thomas  Asbill. 

e.  Nancy  Asbill. 
f •  Lydia  Asbi 11 . 

7.  Ansil  D.  Asbill  married  in  1858  to  Margaret  J.  Earnes . 

8.  Levi  Asbill  married  Rhoda  Parke s. 

a .  Jonah  Azbill. 

b.  Walter  Azbill,  married  Ruby  Cosby. 
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c.  Melissa  Azbill  married  Will  Bowman.' 

d.  Meta  Azbi  11.  married  Cam  Thomas. 

e.  Hiram  Azbill  married  Nanie  Dozier. 

f .  Owen  Azbill. 

g.  Della  Azbill  married  Henry  Oldham.. 

h.  Delia  Azbill  married  Mathew  Friend. 

i.  Stella  Azbill  married  Charlie  gohnson. 

9.  James  Asbill.y 

10.  Wilson  Asbill. 

11.  Joseph  Asbill. 

12.  Lucinda  Asbell  married  George  Washington  Baker,  marriage  bond 
issued  September  5,  1854,  Estill  County,  Kentucky. 

13.  Sirrilda  Asbill  married  (1)  James  Richerson  and  (2)  William 
Kates" 

14.  Elizabeth  Asbill  married  Dudley  Hunt. 

15.  Lydia  Asbill  (d.  before  1864)  married  Abner  G.  White  (had  3  boys). 

16.  Ann  Asbill.  »  _ 

17.  Louisa  Asbill  married  James  Hunt,  marriage  bond  issued  Dec.  20, 
1852,  Estill  County ,  Kentucky • 

18.  Charolette  Asbill  (April  20,  1840-August  29,  1908)  married  in 

January,  1863  to  George  Harp  (died  June  3,  1899). 

a.  William  Scott  He.rp  (Oct.  10,  1863-1949)  m.  Julia  Garret. 

b.  Levi  Harp  (April  7,  1866-Feb.  19,  1936). 

c.  Mary  Susannah  Harp  (Dec.  1,  1868-Aug.  19,  1948)  mar¬ 
ried  William  Roley  Riddel.  r 

d.  Lizzie  Harp  (b.  Sept.  14,  1870)  married  Albert  Ritter. 

e.  Dora  Harp  (b.  Feb.  21,  1872)  married  Thomas  Goodrich. 

f.  Eva  B.  Harp  (b.  April  7,  1874)  married  Palestine  Bal¬ 
lard  Riddell. 
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Another  story  related  by  Leslie  Van  Winkle  (great- 
grandson  of  Billy)  goes  as  follows:  On  a  certain  Sunday 
Bill’s  son,  Overton,  was  preaching  in  a  neighborhood  church. 

At  this  time  "Old  Billy”  owned  an  ox  that  was  quite  a  racing 
animal.  One  of  the  frontiersmen  who  had  been  imbibing  in 
"fire  water”  offered  Billy  a  "snifter”.  This  was  always 
hard  for  him  to  refuse  so  he  emptied  the  jug.  By  this  time 
both  the  frontiersman  and  Billy  were  in  a  happy  mood  and  the 
frontiersman  began  to  talk  about  the  racing  qualities  of  his 
horse.  Billy  couldn’t  stand  the  bragging  and  offered  to  bet 
that  his  ox  could  out  run  the  horse.  A  jug  of  whisky  was 
waggered  which  had  to  be  paid  the  winner  by  the  end  of  the 
month.  The  starting  point  was  to  be  a  sycamore  tree  and  the 
ending  point  the  church.  Billy  got  on  the  ox  and  the  front¬ 
iersman  on  his  horse  with  his  empty  jug.  At  the  dropping  of  the 
jug  the  race  was  to  begin.  Even  before  the  jug  left  the  hand 
of  the  horseman  he  was  on  his  way  up  the  road  and  around  the 
hill  racing  at  full  speed.  "Old  Billy”  with  a  late  start  lay 
down  on  the  ox’s  back  and  took  a  short  cut  through  the  brush. 

The  slapping  of  the  limbs  kept  him  dodging  from  side  to  side. 
Just  as  he  dodged  a  big  limb,  his  ox  came  unexpectedly  to  a 
creek  which  it  promptly  jumped.  The  ox  got  over,  but  Billy 
didn’t.  However,  he  was  on  his  feet  in  a  second,  but  the  ox 
had  gone  on  to  the  church  yard  and  was  eating  grass  when  Billy 
arrived  on  foot.  It  was  several  minutes  before  the  horse  and 
rider  arrived.  Of  course  when  the  frontiersman  did  arrive, 
it  was  a  surprise  to  see  Billy  already  there.  This  angered 
the  horseman  so  he  never  stopped  but  continued  on  down  the 
road  at  full  gallop.  Billy  had  forgotten  the  race  by  this  time 
and  walked  up  to  the  church  door  to  see  what  was  going  on.  To 
his  surprise  he  saw  his  son,.  Overton,  in  the  pulpit  preaching. 
"Old  Billy”  stood  there  with  his  hands  on  his  hips.  Upon  see¬ 
ing  his  father  standing  in  the  door  dressed  in  his  old  hunting 
clothes,  Overton  was  somewhat  embarrassed.  He  looked  back  at 
his  Bible  quickly  and  preached  harder  and  louder  so  that  he 
would  keep  the  attention  of  his  congregation.  Finally  he  gave 
out  of  breath  and  paused  for  an  instant.  At  this  point  Billy 
broke  in:  "Give  e’m  hell  son.  Tell  them  the  truth  or  the  good 
Lord  won’t  let  your  hide  hold  shucks.” 
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William  "Billy"  Asbill  II.,  son  of  William  Asbill  and 
Malinda  Ross,  was  born  in  Buncombe  County,  North  Carolina  in 
17&7  311(1  died  on  April  6,  1873  at  the  age  of  86  years  and 
was  buried  either  at  Cave  Springs  or  in  the  Robinson 
Cemetery.  He  married  (1)  Cecil  Van  Winkle,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Van  Winkle  between  1812  and  1815.  He  married  (2) 
Aletha  Harrison  in  1852. 

William  and  Cecil  Van  Winkle  had  the  following 
children  and  grandchildren: 

1.  James  Asbil-1  born  I8l6,.died  1903,  married  Mahalia  Jane 

Becknell.  (Continued  on  Chart  page _ . 

See  Chart _ page  for  Becknell  connections) 


2.  William  Azbill  III. married  Nancy  Fulton.  Their  children:  ’ 

a.  Dr.  James  Overton  Azbill  (Perkins) 

b.  Jesse  Azbill 

c.  Martha  Azbill 

3.  Joseph  Azbill  married  Elizabeth  Becknell,  daughter  of - 

Nancy  Malinda  Asbill  and  Thomas  Becknell  (See  Chart  _ _ 

for  Becknell  connections)  Their  child: 

a.  Wilson  K.  Azbi-ll  married  Anna  E.  Page 
Their  children: 

-  (1)  Paul  Azbill  ^ 

(2)  Ethel  Walcott  Azbill  married  Louis  E. 

'  Schramm  1906  in  Columbia,  Kentucky. 

4.  Overton  T.  Azbill  born  1836,  died  I896,  married  Elizabeth 
Becknell,  daughter  of  Tyre  Becknell  and  Mariam  Willis. 

(See  Chart  No.  _ ,  page_ _ for  Becknell  connections, 

see  Chart  • _ page  for  continuation) 
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William  and  Aletha  Harrison  had  the  following  children 
and  grandchildren: 


1.  Sidney  Azbill  born  18 53 ,  died  1930,  married  (1)  Martha 
Drew  (2)  Emma  Bowles  and  (3)  Martha  Berry.  (See  Chart 
page _ for  continuation) 


2.  Lydia  Azbill  married  Walker  Mullins.  Their  child: 
a.  Overton  Mullins 
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JAMES  ASBILL 

James  Asbill,  son  of  William.  Asbill,  II.  (Uncle  Billy)  and 
Cecil  Van  Winkle,  was  born  in  1816  and  died  in  1903*  He  married 
his  half  cousin,  Mahalia  Jane  Becknell,  daughter  of  Thomas  Becknell 
and  Nancy  Malinda  Asbill,  on  December  25,  1834,  in  Madison  County, 
Kentucky.  They  had  the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 

1.  Albin  Azbill  married  Margaret  Cruse.  (See  Chart  ' _ page 

for  continuation) 

2.  Elizabeth  S.  Azbill  (Aunt  Betsy)  married  Dr.  Green  V.  Holland 
on  August  12,  1852.  Their  children: 

a.  Martha  Holland  married  Thomas  Robberson.  Their  child: 

(1)  Thomas  Robberson,  Jr. 

b.  Alice  Holland  married  Elisha  Robberson 

c.  Eldridge 

(See  page  _ for  letter  from  Elizabeth  S.  Azbill 

Holland  to  her  great  aunt,  on  both  the  Azbill  and 
Becknell  lines,  Lydia  Asbill  Bennett) 

3.  Emily  Azbill  married  Horace  Perry.  Their  children: 

a.  Luetta  Perry  married  James  Stewart 

b.  Cordelia  Perry  married  Tilly  Roberts 

c.  Alex  Perry 

d.  Lizzie  Perry  married  Mr.  Agel 

e.  Dora  Perry  married  Robert  Wheeler 

4«  Nancy  Azbill  married  James  Purvis.  (See  Chart  _ jage _ 

§.  Icy  Azbill  married  James  Parker.  Their  children: 

a.  James  Lemuel  Parker 

b.  Lizzie  Parker 

c.  June  Parker 

d.  Grover  Parker 

e.  Walter  Parker 

*  -  s—  -  -s.  y  -/ 

f.  Mary  Parker 

g.  Amy  Parker 


6.  Wiley  Azbill  married  Emaline  Crutcher,  (Chart _ page _ 

7.  Mary  Azbill  married  YJilliam  Hays.  Their  children: 

a.  Jim  Hays 

b.  Mahal i a  Hays  married  John  Will  Abrams 

c.  Greenville  Hays  married  Laura  Moyers 

d.  Tom  Hays  married  Anna  Hays 

e.  Garfield  Hays  married  Laura  Lane 

f.  Bessy  Hays  married  Jim  Lane 

g.  Ida  Hays  married  Charles  Abney 

h.  Minnie  Hays  married  Willy  Becknell,  son  of 
Will  Owen  Becknell 

i.  Earnest  Hays  married  Minta  Cunigan.  Their  children: 

(1)  Simon  K.  Hays  married  Ada  Rice.  Children: 

(a)  Ermon  Hays 

(b)  Mary  Lee  Hays 

(c)  Thelma  Marie  Hays 

(2)  william  B.  Hays  married  Opal  Sparks.  Child: 

(&)  Sheila  Gay  Hays 

(3)  Wendall  Patrick  Hays 

(4)  Earnest  E.  Hays 

(5)  Cuba  Hays 

(6)  Henry  Hays 

j.  Granville  Hays  married  Mary  Angle 

8*  Matilda  Azbill  married  Andrew  J.  Cruse.  (Chart _ page 


9*  Luetta  Azbill  married  William  Washington  Van  Winkle. 
Their  children: 

(1)  Albert  Van  Winkle 

(2)  Joe  Van  Winkle 

(3)  Arilza  Van  Winkle 

(4)  Mahalia  Van  Winkle 

(5)  Wilma  Van  Winkle 

(6)  Minnie  Van  Winkle 

(7)  Annie  Van  Winkle 

(8)  Roy  Van  Winkle 

10.  Cordelia  T.  Azbill  married  Cashus  Van  Winkle.  (See 
Chart  _ page  _ for  continuation) 


Letter  from  Elizabeth  Azbill  Holland  to  her  great 
Aunt  Lydia  Asbill  Bennett.  This  letter  was  written  from 
Berea,  Kentucky  to  Lancaster,  Schulyer  County,  Missouri, 
and  was  carried  by  an  Asbill  who  was  going  to  Missouri.  It 
was  in  reply  to  a  letter  written  by  Lydia  Asbill  Bennett  to 
her  nephew,  James  Asbill,  and  her  nBice,  Mahalia  Jane  Becknell. 

Berea,  Kentucky 

August  23,  1875 

Mrs.  Lydia  Bennett: 

Dear  Old  Aunt,  I  was  mysteriously  surprised  to  find 
a  welcome  correspondence  from  one  whom  I  supposed  to  be 
resting  with  the  Saints  in  Glory.  I  do  not  remember  your 
face  but  the  relation  there  is  between  us.  Your  sister  who 
was  my  grandma  lived  to  be  adorned  with  silvery  locks.  She 
retained  her  mind  and  action  until  that  lusting  Angel  came 
and  bore  her  soul  away.  Away  to  that  blessed  home  where 
angels  and  purified  spirits  dwell,  yes  that  bright  and 
beautiful  home  that  is  prepared  for  all  the  true  followers  of 
our  blessed  Redeemer.  What  happy  thoughts  to  know  that  all 
true  Christians  will  meet  around  that  glorious  altar  of  the 
Lord  where  all  of  our  ways  are  pleasantness  and  all  of  our  paths 
are  peace.  I  hope  to  meet  my  old  grandfathers  and  grand¬ 
mothers  around  that  glorious  altar,  God  being  my  helper.  All 
true  Christians  will  be  there  and  we  shall  see  and  know  each 
other  there. 

Well,  I  hope  I  shall  not  worry  you.  It  was  supposed 
that  Grandma  (Nancy  Matilda  Asbill  Becknell)  was  some  BO  years 
old.  I  don*t  know  her  age  or  any  of  their  ages  since  I  have 
no  record.  I  guess  my  father,  James  Asbill,  will  give  you  the 
required  information.  I  see  from  your  writing  that  you  are  a 
Methodist.  Grandma  was  a  true  follower  of  Christ.  She  was 
buried  with  the  Lord  in  Baptism.  She  fought  a  good  fight.  She 
kept  the  Faith,  henceforth  there  is  a  crown  laid  up  in  Heaven 
for  her  and  she  has  put  it  on.  Me  thinks  I  see  her  now  sitting 
.<y  the  side  of  my  Christian  Grandpa  singing  praises  to  the  Lamb, 
I  pray  that  you  may  see  them  in  Heaven  and  that  you  may  be  able 
to  wear  that  victorious  crown. 


I  hope  that  you  will  bear  with  my  infirmities.  I  am  the 
oldest  daughter  of  James  Asbill  and  was  Elizabeth  S.  Asbill  before 
my  marriage.  I  married  a  Virginian  by  the  name  of  Green  V. 
Holland,  a  Doctor.  I  have  been  married  twenty-three  years  the 
twelfth  of  this  month  (August).  I  have  had  but  three  children. 

The  oldest  one  is  dead.  The  rest  of  them  are  married.  Both 
married  Robberson  brothers.  I  have  one  living  grandchild,  a 
boy,  a  beautiful  one.  My  brothers  and  sisters  are  all  married. 

As  your  letter  is  to  my  father,  he  will  give  you  all  the 
information  of  the  relations  required.  Times  here  are  very  much 
on  equality  with  other  countries  now. 


Dear  Old  Aunt,  if  I  never  see  you  again  on  this  earth,  I 
hope  to  meet  you  in  that  beautiful  home  where  noth  nor  rust  nor 
thieves  can  break  through  and  steal  it.  These  lines  leave  me 
and  my  family  moderately  well.  I  pray  if  this;.letter  ever 
reaches  you  that  you  may  be  enjoying  good  health. 


Write  on  receipt. 


Respectfully  your  neice, 


Elizabeth  S.  Holland 


The  original  letter  was  in  possession  of  Mr.  Ira  D. 
Thurman,  701  West  La  Harpe  Street,  Kirksville,  Missouri,  in 
June,  1955. 
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ALB  IN  AZBILL 


Albin  Azbill,  son  of  James  Asbill  and  Mahalia  Jane  Becknell 
was  born  about  1835*  He  married  Margaret  Cruse.  They  had  the 
following  children  and  grandchildren: 

1,  Sherman  Azbill  married  Betty  Becknell  (1)  daughter  of  William 
"Will"  Becknell  and  Elizabeth  Lowman;  (2)  Mahalia  Azbill,  daughter 
of  Wiley  Azbill  and  Emaline  Crutcher;  (3)  Sarah  Margaret  Becknell, 

daughter  of  Sylvester  Becknell  and  Nancy  Becknell.  (See  Chart _ 

page _ for  marriage  (l);  Chart  _ ^page _ for  marriage 

(2);  Chart  _ _ page _ for  marriage  (3)« 

Their  children  by  Betty  Becknell: 

a.  Ida  Azbill  married  Tom  Parks.  Their  child: 

(l)  Tommy  Parks 

b.  Lucy  Azbill  married  Leslie  Van  Winkle  (Chart  _ page _ 

Their  children  by  Mahalia  Azbill: 

a.  Charles  Azbill 

b.  Wilson  Azbill 

c.  Annetta  Azbill 

d.  Trassa  Azbill 

2.  Charles  Azbill  married  Malissa  Becknell.  (Chart  _  page  _ 

for  Becknell  continuations)  Their  children: 

a.  Sylvester  Azbill 

b.  Pearl  Azbill 

c.  Elbridge  Wilson  Azbill 

d.  Emma  Azbill 

e.  Jack  Azbill 

f.  Mafray  Azbill 

3*  Etta  Azbill  married  Malan  Baker.  Their  children; 

a.  Delphi a  Baker 

b.  Nelville  Baker 

c.  Nettie  Baker 

d.  Wilson  Baker 

e .  ( Daughter )  Baker 

Alma  Azbill  married  Eb  Cox.  Their  children: 

a.  Margaret  Cox 

b.  Charles  Cox 

c.  Elbridge  Cox 

d.  Ettie  Cox 


4. 
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NANCY  A^BILL 

Nancy  Azbill,  daughter  of  James  Asbill  and  Mahalia  Jane 
Becknell,  married  James  Purvis •  They  had  the  following  children 
and  grandchildren: 


1.  Willard  Purvis  married  Alice  Becknell 


Jim  £achari  Purvis  married  Kate  Skinner, 

a.  John  Wilson  Purvis 

b.  Alfred  Thomas  Purvis 

•  -< 

c. 


Their  children 


3*  Joe  Purvis  married  Angel ine  Nealy.  (Chart  page 

Their  children: 

a.  Rev.  Hansford  Purvis 

b.  Gallon  Purvis 

c.  Preston  Purvis 

d.  Earl  Purvis 

e.  Flordy  Purvis 

f.  Tava  Purvis 


•  « 
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Tom  Purvis  married  _ _ 

a, 

b, 

4. 
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f. 
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m. 

n. 

o. 

P* 

<1* 

r • 

5*  Lizzie  Purvis  married  Joe  Van  Winkle.  Their  children* 

a. 

b. 

c. 

6.  John  Purvis  married 


Their  children: 


a* 
b« 
c  • 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g- 

h. 

i* 

m, 

7«  Mary  Purvis  married  Mr.  Thurman 


j. 


8.  Ida  Purvis  married  Willy  Trowers 
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Wiley  Azbill,  son  of  James  Azbill  and  Mahalia  Jane 
Becknell,  married  Emaline  Crutcher.  They  had  the  following 
children  and  grandchildren: 

1.  James  Azbill  married  Mahalia  Cruse.  (See  Chart  _ 

page  _  for  Cruse  connections)  Their  children: 

a«  Andy  Azbill 

b.  Leonard  Azbill 

2#  Mahalia  Azbill  married  Sherman  Azbill.  (See  Chart  _ 

page _ for  Sherman’s  connections,  Chart  _ 

page _ for  continuation) 

3.  William  Azbill  married  Lizzie  Smuthers.  Their  children: 

a.  Preston  Azbill 
b«  Walter  Azbill 
c^  Helen  Azbill 

d.  Charles  Azbill 

e,  Margaret  Azbill 

4.  Ida  Azbill  married  Dr,  Conwellfl.)  Wite,  C  ^  ^  - 

5.  Albin  ”Ab"  Azbill  married  Matilda  Cruse,  September  13, 

1901.  (See  Chart  _ page  .  for  Cruse  connections, 

Chart  _ page _  for  continuation) 

6.  Mary  Azbill  married  Albert  Coan.  Their  children: 

a.  Edwin  Coan 
b*  Ralph  Coan 

7*  Walter  Azbill  married  Anna  Richerson.  Their  children: 
a„  Russell  Azbill 
b*  Lucelle  Azbill 

c.  Buddy  Azbill 

d«  Christine  Azbill 
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"AB"  ALBIN  AZBILL 


Albin  Azbill,  was  born 
County,  Kentucky*  He  was  the  son  o 


Malialta  Jarre  Becknell.  On  September  13,  1901,  he  married 
Matilda  Cruse,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  Jackson  Cruse  and 
Matilda  Azbill,  Some  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond,  Kentucky 
have  said,  "Ab"  Azbill  can  preach  better  than  most  preach¬ 
ers,  he  can  blacksmith  better  than  most  blacksmiths,  he 
can  carpenter  better  than  most  carpenters  and  he  has  the 
grit  of  a  grisly  bear."  Both  Ab  and  Matilda  have  remark¬ 
able  memories  and  have  done  much  to  make  this  book  possible* 
They  are  typical  Azbills,  likable  and  wonderful  people, 

(See  Chart  _ page _ for  connections.) 

They  had  the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 

1.  Farr i a  Azbill  married  (1)  Roy  Young  and  (2)  Adolf  Teater 
Child  by  Roy  Young: 

a.  Jack  Young  married  Helen  Simpler.  Their  child: 


1.  Gay  Young 


Children  by  Adolf  Teater: 

a.  Hattie  Teater 

b.  Jeanine  Teater  married  David  Parks 

c.  Herbie  Teater 

d.  Ray  Teater 

e.  Helen  Teater 

2.  Ilena  Azbill  married  John  Van  Winkle.  Their  children: 


a.  Joann  Van  Winkle 

b.  Ray  Ritter  Van  Winkle 

c.  Bruce  Klyne  Van  Winkle 


Genealogical  Chafct  XT.TX. 


147 


i 


r  * 


148 


^  - 


MATILDA  AZBILL 


Matilda  Azbill,  daughter  of  James  Azbill  and  Malinda 
Becknell,  married  Andrew  J.  Cruse.  They  had  the  following 
children  and  grandchildren: 


1.  Elizabeth  Florence  Cruse  married  Albert  Curtis  Becknell 
son  of  William  Becknell  and  Elizabeth  Lowman. 


2.  Maude  Cruse  married  John  Jackson. 

3.  Mahal i a  Cruse  married  James  Asbill,  son  of  Wiley  Azbill 

and  Emaline  ^Crutcher.  (See  Chart  _ page _ _ 

for  connections.) 

4.  James  David  Cruse  married  (1)  Lucy  Smith  and  (2)  Rosey 
Asberry. 

5.  Major  Green  Cruse  married  Alice  Cruse.  Their  children: 

a.  Charles  Cruse 

b.  Marie  Cruse  married  Mr.  Todd 

c.  Noal  Cruse  married  Eawler 

6.  Andrew  Jackson  Cruse,  Jr. 

7* *  Matilda  Cruse  married  Alb in  "Ab"  Azbill,  September  13, 

1901  in  Madison  County,  Kentucky.  (See  Chart  _ 

page  _  for  continuation.) 

8.  Thomas  Overton  Cruse 

9.  Daisy  Cruse  married  Willy  Elliot 

_  __  t  '  . _ 

10.  Patrick  0*Neal  Cruse  married  Adda  Richer  son 

x  ~  C"  ■  *'  >•-  •-  v  .■+* 

11.  William  Wade  Cruse 

•  Hattie  Cruse  married  Richard  Penny.  Their  child: 
a.  Ralph  Penny 
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CORDELIA  T.  AZBILL 

Cordelia  T.  Azbill  was  born  1859,  died  1901,  daughter 
of  James  Azbill  and  Mahalia  Jane  Becknell,  and  married 
Cashus  Van  Winkle.  They  had  the  following  children  and 
grandchildren: 

1*  Sidney  Van  Winkle 
2.  Mahalia  Van  Winkle 

3*  Leslie  Van  Winkle  married  Lucy  Azbill,  daughter  of 

Sherman  Azbill  and  Betty  Becknell.  (See  Chart  _ 

page _ for  connections.)  Their  children: 

a.  Lloyd  Alson  Van  Winkle  married  Mary  Holton 

b.  Glendon  Van  Winkle  married  Allie  Purvis 

c.  Lena  Azbill  Van  Winkle  married  Delies  Azbill 

(See  Chart _ page _ for  connections) 

d.  James  Leslie  Van  Winkle  married  Minnie 
Campbell.  Their  children: 

(1)  Aileen  Van  Winkle 

(2)  Carrol  Van  Winkle 

(3)  Delouris  Van  Winkle 

(4)  Faye  Van  Winkle 

(5)  Bulah  Van  Winkle 

(6)  Eddie  Van  Winkle 

(7)  Ronald  Lee  Van  Winkle 

(8)  Larry  Van  Winkle 

e.  Elgin  Van  Winkle  married  Nora  Maconer 

f.  Mable  Van  Winkle  married  Richard  Campbell 
g*  Maudie  Van  Winkle  married  Earl  Dean 

h.  Limon  Van  Winkle  married  Norrisa 

4»  Cashus  Van  Winkle 
5  •  Nelson  Van  Winkle 
6.  Pearl  Van  Winkle 
Charles  Van  Winkle 


7. 


151 


GORDON  CORNELIUS  STEPHEN  CORNELIUS  SAMUEL  CORNELIUS 


OVERTON  T.  ASBILL 


Overton  T.  Asbill,  son  of  William  ’’Billy”  Asbill,  II.  and 
Cecil  Van  Winkle,  was  born  June  4,  I836  an<i  died  June  8,  1896. 

He  married  Elizabeth  Becknell,  daughter  of  Tyre  Becknell  and 
Miriam  Willis.  This  marriage  took  place  on  February  4,-1854 

in  E still  County,  Kentucky.  (See  Chart  _ page_ _  for 

kinship  connections.)  They  had  the  following  children  and 
grandchildren: 

,  *  t,. 

i 

1.  Nannie  Azbill  married  Isaac  Davis.  (See  Chart  _ _ 

page  _ for  continuation.) 

2.  Lou  Azbill  married  Thomas  Bicknell.  Their  children: 

a.  Leslie  Bicknell 

b.  Eva  Bicknell 

3.  Joseph  Azbill  born  1859,  died  1914,  married  Minnie  Pearl. 
Their  children: 

a.  Nora  Azbill  married  George  C.  Moore 

b.  Alex  Azbill  married  Ella  Lucas 

c.  Wallace  Azbill  married  Opal  Lucas 

d.  Charles  Azbill 

e.  Pearl  Azbill 

f.  Delbert  Azbill 

4*  Dr.  Charles  Azbill  married  Susan  Settle.  Their  children: 

a.  Etta  Azbill  married  W.  H.  Moore.  Their  children: 

(1)  Jean  Moore  married  Earnest  L.  Cornelius 

(2)  William  Russell  Moore  married  Ruby  Waller 

Child:  Connie  Lee  1  (>0>  %  t 

b.  Ethel  Azbill  married  W.  I.  Hadfield 

5«  Albert  Azbill  born  i860,  married  (1)  Lindy  Settle  and  (2) 
Fanny  Preston.  (See  Chart  _ page _ for  continuation) 

6.  William  Dan  Azbill  married  (1)  Srah  Settle  (2)  Mary  ’’Polly” 

Sloan.  (See  continuation  Chart  _ page _  . ) 

7.  Shilia  Azbill  born  1865,  died  1903,  married  Dr.  Preston 
Cornelius.  Their  children: 

a.  Dr.  Albert  F.  Cornelius,  born  1866,  died  1950 

b.  Grace  Lee  Cornelius 

8 «•  Juan  Azbill  married  Dr.  John  Lusk 

9.  Laura  Azbill  married  Ezekiel  Franklin  Jones.  (See 

continuation  Chart  _ page _ ) 

10.  Betty  Azbill  married  Louis  Schramm. 
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ALBERT  AZBILL 


Albert  Azbill,  son  of  Overton  T.  Azbill  and  Elizabeth 
Becknell,  was  born  i860  and  married  (1)  Lindy  Settle  and  (2) 
Eanny  Preston.  They  had  the  following  children  and  grand¬ 
children:  By  Lindy  Settles: 

1.  Minnie  Azbill  married  Ora  Conn 

•- 

2.  Maude  Azbill 

3.  Lucy  Azbill  married  Ered  Moore 

4*  Nora  Azbill  married  (1)  Dal  Pierson  and  (2)  Dwight  Phillips. 
Children:  By  Dal  Pierson: 

a.  Gary  Warren  Pierson 
Children  by  Dwight  Phillips: 

b.  Shirley  Marie  Phillips  married  Lawrence  Moore. 

Their  child: 

(1)  Susan  Moore 

-  <7  .  ^  .f  _  '  \  "•  **' 

5«  Nanfly  Azbill  married  (1)  Ronda  McQuire  and  (2)  Anthony 
Lavoy.  Children  by  Roda  McQuire: 
a.  Betty  lean  McQuire 

Children  and  grandchildren  by  Eanny  Preston: 

6.  Preston  Azbill  married  Mabel  Newman.  Their  children: 

a.  Peggy  Azbill 

b.  Ereddy  Azbill 

c.  Joe  Azbill 

d.  Eert  Azbill 
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WILLIAM  DAN  AZBILL 


William.  Dan  Azbill,  son  of  Overton  T.  Azbill  and 
Elizabeth  Becknell,  married  (l)  Sarah  Settle  and  (2)  Mary 
"Polly"  Sloan, 

Children  by  Sarah  Settle: 

] o  Pearl  Azbill  married  (l)  Vester  Asbill  and  (2)  Dan 
Gentry*  Children  by  Dan  Gentry: 

a.  Clyde  Gentry 

b.  Earl  Gentry 
c*  Wade  Gentry 

d.*  Sob  Gentry  -r 

2*  Ida  Azbill  married  Robert  Abrams.  Children: 

a*  Clinton  Abrams  married  Lilly  M.  Farley.  Child: 
(1)  Robert  C.-  Abrams 

Children  by  Mary  "Polly"  Sloan: 

3*  Lula  Azbill 

4*  Edna  Azbill  married  Paul  Parks 

5.  Laura  Azbill  married  Vernon  Richardson 

6.  Helen  Azbill 


7*  William  Dan  Azbill,  Jr* 
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LAURA.  AZBILL 


Laura  Azbill,  daughter  of  Overton  Azbill 
and  Elizabeth  Becknell,  married  Franklin  Jones.  They  had 
the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 

1,  William  B.  Jones  married  Lula  Farmer,  June  28,  1913* 

Their  children: 

a.  John  Franklin  Jones,  born  August  16,  1916, 

died  October  22,  1939 •  ' 

b.  Elizabeth  Lucille  Jones,  bora  January,  1920, 
married  Earnest  Felton  Hawkins  on  Sept.  12, 

1941 •  Their  child:  John  Marshall  Hawkins, born  1945. 

c.  Gene  Bernard  Jones  born  April  30,  1923,  married 
Delcie  Jane  Davenport,  May  12,  1945*  Their  children: 

(1)  Margaret  Josephine  Jones,  bora  Sept.  9,  1946. 

(2)  Laura  Elizabeth  Jones,  born  Nov.  11,  1950. 

(3)  Robert  Franklin  Jones,  born  Feb.  23,  1954* 

d.  Billy  Farmer  Jones,  born  March  9,  1926,  married 
Billa  Jean  Peters,  Sept.  7,  1947*  Their  children: 

(1)  Katherine  Elizabeth  Jones,  born  Nov.  27,  1950 

(2)  Paul  Randall  Jones,  Born  Nov.  17,  1952. 
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NANNY  AZBILL 

v  ■;  -  ' "  * 

Nanny  Azbill ,  daughter  of  Overton  Azbill  and  Elizabeth 
Becknell,  married  Isaac  Davis.  They  had  the  following 
children  and  grandchildren: 

1*  Dr.  Lewis  A.  Davis  married  Fanny  Richardson.  Their  children: 

a.  Clay  Richardson  Davis 

b.  Lewis  Cornelius  Davis 

c.  Edward  Porter  Davis 


2.  Efebert  Lusk  Davis  married  Jimmy  Belle  Kiser.  Their  children: 
a*  Egbert  Lewis  Davis 

b.  Nancy  Belle  Davis  married  (l)  Mr*  Lawrence  and 
(2)  Mr.  LaTour. 

Child  by  Mr.  Lawrence: 

(1)  Pat  Lawrence 


^  F  ^  *-  ^  •  jv  V  i  ‘  ■  ’  ’  ig 
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SIDNEY  AZBILL 

Sidney  Azbill,  son  of  William  "Billy"  Asbill,  II.  and 

Aletha  Harrison,  was  born  in  1853  and  died  1930.  He  married 
(1)  Martha  Drew,  (2)  Emma  Bowles  and  (3)  Martha  Berry.  Like 
most  of  the  Asbills,  Sidney  was  a  super  mechanic.  With  the 
right  tools,  he  could  make  anything.  He  inherited  from  his 
father  a  love  for  hunting  and  fishing. 

Children  and  grandchildren  by  Martha  Drew: 

1.  Lucinda  Azbill 

2  Katherine  Azbill 

3.  Polyanna  Azbill  married  (1)  John  Martin  (2)  James  T. 
Carpenter.  Children  by  John  Martin: 

a.  Belle  Martin 

b.  Mary  Martin 

c.  John  Hundley  Martin 

d.  William  Martin 
Children  by  James  T.  Carpenter: 

e.  Minnie  Marie  Carpenter 

4.  Isabelle  Azbill  married .Willi am  Jones.  Their  children: 

a.  Polly  Jones 

b.  Frederick  Jones 

c.  Sidney  Jones 

d.  Etta  Jones 

e.  Ellen  Jones 

f.  Aletha  Jones 

g.  George  Jones 

h.  Grover  Jones 

i.  Wayne  Jones 

Children  and  grandchildren  by  Emma  Bowles: 

5.  Aletha  May  Azbill  married  Emery  C.  Amyx.  Th.eir  child: 

a.  Kermit  Clinton  Amyx 
Children  and  grandchildren  by  Martha  Berry: 

6c  Lydia  Margaret  Azbill 

7*  Genia  Azbill  married  James  Fitsgerald.  Their  children: 

a.  Lowell  Thomas  Fitsgerald 

b.  Richard  Lee  Fitsgerald 

c.  Mary  Ann  Fitsgerald 

8.  William  Benjamin  Azbill  married  Corine  C.  Tracy. 

a.  Gerald  Lee  Azbill 

b.  Patricia  Ann  Azbill 
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JOSEPH  ASBILLE 


The  oldest  son  of  the  second  marriage  (Elizabeth  Moore  and 
William  Asbille)  was  Joseph  Asbille,  who  was  known  as  Uncle  Joseph,, 
He  was  born  in  Hillsboro  District,  Randolph  County,  North  Carolina 
in  1790.  A  short  ‘time  after  his  birth  his  family  moved  to  Surry 
County,  N.  C.  and  lived  with  or  near  his  Uncle  John  Asb ill  and 
Aunt  Elizabeth  Coyle  Asbill.  Like  all  Asbills,  Joseph  too  was  a 
hunter  but  from  the  best  evidence  available,  we  find  that  he  spent 
most  of  his  time  on  his  farm.  He  was  an  exceptional  mechanic  and 
inventor.  Several  of  the  old  settlers  told  me  that  he  traveled 
over  the  country  with  horse  and  buggy  when  his  farm  work  was  slack. 
On  these  trips  he  filed  saws,  repaired  sewing  machines  and  adjusted 
and  repaired  any  kind  of  machinery,  clocks  and  guns.  Men  he  tied 
his  horse  on  a  hil  side  he  had  difficulty  in  keeping  the  buggy 
from  running  up  or  pulling  back  and  tiring  the  horse.  According 
to  Tye  Isaacs,  he  bolted  a  forked  stick  over  his  buggy  axel  which 
he  let  down  when  he  tied' his  horse.  This  prevented  the  buggy  from 
going  forward  or  back  when  the  horse  was  standing. 

He  married  Malinda  Becknell,  daughter  of  Captain  Thomas 
Becknell  of  Kings  Mountain  fame,  about  1810.  To  this  union  were 
born  five  children.  Aftei*  her  death  he  married  Mary  "Polly"  Harp 
(a  red  headed  nurse),  the  daughter  of  Levi  Harp.  To  this  union 
twelve  children  were  born. 

In  the  United  States  Census  of  I830,  Estill  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  he  had  listed  one  boy  under  5>  two  girls  under  5,  two  boys 
between  5  and  10,  one  girl  between  5  and  10,  two  boys  between  15 
and  20,  his  wife  between  20  and  30  and  himself  between  40  and  50« 

He  had  land  transactions  with  Ruble  McWilliams  and  John  Rose 
on  September  4,  1851  and  agreements  with  Walker  Prances.  On 
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November  18,  1820  and  again  on  September  26,  1827,  be  received  50 
acres  of  land.  Thomas  Asbill  signed  as  witness.  This  land  was 
located  on  Ted  Lick  Branch  of  Station  Camp  Creek.  According  to 
the  Estill  County,  Kentucky  records,  he  leased  oil,  coal  and  salt 
rights  on  land  for  $1.00  per  acre  plus  1/10  royalty. 

In  August  of  1864,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  sister,  Lydia 
Asbill  Bennett,  wife  of  Ezekiel  Bennett,  Schuyler  County,  Missouri. 
The  original  letter  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Ira  Thurman, 
Kirksville,  Missouri.  The  letter  is  as  follows: 

August,  I864 

Estil  Co. ,  Ky. 

Dear  sister  and  children: 

It  is  through  the  kind  mercy  of  our  great  creator  that 
we  are  permitted  once  more  in  this  life  to  let  you  know  how  we 
all  come^on.  This  leaves  us  all  in  common  health.  We  are  both 
getting  old  and  on  the  decline  of  life,  though  I  feel  thankful 
that  times  is  as  well  with  us  as  they  are.  James  Asbill  brought 
the  letters  to  us  that  you  sent.  They  give  us  great  satis¬ 
faction  to  hear  from  you  all  once  more  in  this  life,  though 
sorry  to  hear  of  so  many  of  my  dear  and  near  connection  depart¬ 
ing  this  life,  though  it  is  a  debt  that  we  all  have  to  pay 
sooner  or  later,  let  us  be  where  we  may.  We  will  now  inform 
you  of  the  deaths  that  has  been  in  our  family  since  we  wrote 
you  last.  William  and  Nancy  and  Lydia  and  Wilson  is  all  dead 
since  we  wrote  you  last.  Nancy  left  five  children,  three  girls 
and  two  boys.  Lydia  left  three  boys  and  William,  I  don’t  know 
how  many  he  left.  His  widow  lives  in  the  state  of  Indiana. 

Wilson  got  killed  in  Indiana  by  a  circle  saw  mill.  Ross  is 

living  in  Indiana.  Sirrilda  is  in  Grant  Co.  in  the  lower  edge 

of  this  state.  All  the  rest  of  our  children  is  living  about 

here  in  this  county  and  are  well  as  far  as  I  know.  Elizabeth 

and  her  husband  is  neither  of  them  in  very  good  health,  but 
so  they  generally  keep  about.  Our  children  is  all  married  and 
left.  Charlotte  is  our  youngest  daughter.  They  have  one  child, 
it  is  a  boy.  She  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  George  Harp. 

Louisa  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Dudly  Hunt.  Lydia’s  husband 
was  by  the  name  of  Abner  White.  Sirrilda  has  been  married  twice. 
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Her  first  husband  was  by  the  name  of  James  Rieherson  and  the  last  one 
by  the  name  of  William  Kates.  Lucinda  married  a  man  by  the  name 
of  George  W.  Baker.  We  want  you  to  tell  us  in  your  next  letter 
something  about  Brother  Ross  Asbille  if  you  know  anything  about  :  ■ 
him.  Lydia,,  dear  sister,  we  would  be  mighty  glad  to  see  you  all 
once  more  in  this  life  and  talk  with  you  face  to  face.  I  think 
we  could  find  many  things  to  tell  each  other  and  I  want  Ezekiel 
to  come  out  and  see  us.  We  would  be  mighty  glad  to  see  him  come 
and  I  want  you  to  write  soon  as  you  get  this  letter,  give  us  all 
the  information  you  can  about  the  connection.  I  have  not  told 
you  anything  about  the  times  here  yet.  Times  is  hard  and  a  dull 
prospect  for  crops  until  about  three  weeks  ago  and  we  have  had 
some  very  good  rains,  which  had  revived  everything  mi ghtly.  Wheat 
was  tolerably  good  what  stood.  It  froze  out  mi ghtly  in  the  winter. 
Times  is  peaceable  about  here  now  but  I  can’t  tell  how  long  it 
may  stay  so.  The  negros  keeps  leaving  here  and  joining  the  army. 

This  great  conflict  that  is  going  on  disturbs  the  whole  universe 
more  or  less  but  I  hope  it  will  all  work  out  right  though  I  may  ° 
never  live  to  see  it  so.  Farewell  to  you  all  for  this  time.  If 
we  never  see  you  again  we  hope  to  meet  you  in  a  better  world-  than 
this  where  the  parting  of  friends  will  be  no  more.  — -  - 

-  _  •  -  i'  i  • 

„  -  .  *.  :  *  - 

Joseph  Asbille  and  Mary  Asbille 

'  m 

To  Lydia  Bennett 


The  death  of  Joseph  Asbille  in  1872  marked  the  passing  of 
a  man  of  high  integrity  and  a  well  loved  citizen  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  Old  Kentucky,  the  state  he  loved. 


Children  and  grandchildren  of  Joseph  Asbille  by  Malinda  Becknell: 


1.  William  Asbill  born  1811,  died  1858,  married  Mary  Azbell, 

daughter  of  Thomas  Asbill  and  Sarah  Hulen.  (See  Chart  _ 

page _ for  connection;  Chart  _ page _ for 

connection. ) 

X  ,  vif  c"  -  _  ,  ;  ■ 

2.  Nancy  Asbill  married  William  Asbill,  son  of  John  Asbill  and 

Hahalia  Grace.  They  had  three  girls  and  two  boys.  (See 
Chart  page _  for  connections) 


3.  David  Asbill  married  Charlotte  Baker.  (See  Chart  _ 

page _ for  continuation) 

4«  John  asbill  married  _ .  Their  children: 

a.  Henry  Asbill 

b.  Arthur  Asbill 

c.  William  Asbill 

5.  Sarah  Asbill  married  Mr.  Alcorn  in  1839* 

Children  and  grandchildren  of  Joseph  Asbille  and  Mary  ’Tolly’1  Harp: 

1.  Ross  Asbill  married  Martha  Chamberlain.  Their  children: 

a.  Ann  Asbill  married  Mr.  Baker 

b.  Ellen  Asbill  married  Mr.  Bunker 

c.  Mary  Asbill  married  Mr.  Kitchell 

d.  Thomas  Asbill  married  _ .  Their  child: 

(1)  Ross  Asbill 

e.  Nancy  Asbill 

f.  Lydia  Asbill 

2.  Ansil  D.  Asbill  married  Margaret  J.  Barnes  in  1859* 

3*  Levi  Asbill  married  Rhoda  Parks.  (See  Chart  _ page _ 

for  continuation.) 

4«  James  Asbill 

5#  Wilson  Asbill  was  killed  by  a  circle  saw  in  Indiana  while 
working  for  his  brother  Ross. 

6.  Joseph  Asbill 
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Lucinda  Asbill  married  George  Washington  Baker,  The  marriage 
bond  was  issued  September  5,  1854  in  Estill  County,  Kentucky. 


8*  Sirrilda  Asbill  married  (1)  James  Richer son  and  (2)  William  Kates, 

9.  Elizabeth  Asbill  married  Dudley  Hunt, 

>  <  ^  .  f 

*.  -  -  -  «.  .  .  _  >.  -  -  -  v. 

10.  Lydia  Asbill  married  Abner  White.  She  had  three  boys.  Her 

death  occured ♦before  1864*  .  ,  • 

11.  Ann  Asbill  -  :  \ 

•  .  ■  — - •  *  ■  , 

12.  Louisa  Asbill  married  James  Hunt.  The  marriage  bond  was  issued 
December  20,  1852  in  Estill  County,  Kentucky. 

■  ■  ■  .  .  . 

13*  Charlotte  Asbill  was  born  April  20,  1840  and  died  August  29, 

1908.  She  married  George  Harp  (died  June  3,  1899)  in  January, 

186 3 •  (See  continuation  Chart  -page _ ) 

Their  children: 

a.  William  Scott  Harp  born  October  10,  I863,  died  1949  > 

married  Julia  Garret  in  1882.  (See  Chart _ page  ) 

b.  Levi  Harp  born  April  7,  1866  and  died  Feb.  19,  1936. 

c.  Mary  Sussanah  Harp  born  Dec.  1,  1868,  died  August  19,  I848, 

married  William  Roley  Riddle,  (See  Chart _ page _ ) 

d*  Elizabeth  Harp  born  Sept.  14,  1870  and  married  Albert 
Ritter.  Their  child: 

(1)  Pearl  Ritter  married  Walker  Turpin 

e.  Dora  Harp  born  Feb,  21,  1872  and  married  Thomas  Goodrich. 
Their  child: 

(1)  Stanley  Goodrich 

f.  Eva  B.  Harp  born  April  7,  1874  and  married  Palestine 

Ballard  Riddle.  . 

g.  Mallie  Harp  died  November  4,  1896. 

h.  George  Harp,  Jr.  died  Feb.  5,  1907,  married  Eva  Holman. 

i.  James  B.  Harp  died  Jan.  8,  1942,  married  Sarah  Belle  Adams' 

j.  Nancy  Harp  married  (1)  John  Carroll  and  (2)  William 
Stivers. 

£  was 
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EFFIE  IRENE  AZBELL 


Effie  Irene  Azbell,  daughter  of  Charles  Clinton 
Azbell  and  Margaret  Killion,  married  Rev.  J.  Newton  lessup, 
one  of  the  outstanding  ministers  of  the  Christian  Church  of 
this  time.  The  success  of  any  great  man  depends  to  a  great 
extent  on  the  encouragement  and  the  help  of  a  wonderful  wife. 
Effie  was  such  a  wife. 

s  -  -t'  .  ,  ^  ->'/ 
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The  Vincennes  Indiana  Post  of  Sunday,  July  28,  1940 
ran  a  picture  of  Rev.  J.  Newton  Jessup  and  had  the  following 
to  say  about  him:  : 

-  •  ,  .  ;rT  ^  r  ,  ' 
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"Rev.  J.  Newton  Jessup  of  Lafayette,  Indiana,  who 
retired  from  the  active  ministry  after  service  for  fifty  years 
in  the  pulpit,  will  be  the  guest  speaker  for  the  Centennial 
Observance  of  the  Edward sport  Christian  Church  today.  Rev. 
Jessup  was  pastor  of  the  First  Christian  Church  at  Lafayette 
for  seventeen  years  and  is  familiar  with  the  background  of  the 
Knox  County  Christian  churches.  He  also  served  as  minister 
of  the  First  Christian  Church  in  Vincennes  several  years  ago.” 

An  editorial  further  states,  "Dr.  Jessup  is  well  re¬ 
membered  in  Vincennes.  He  enjoys  a  well  earned  reputation  as 
a  particularly  brilliant  speaker.  Mrs.  Jessup,  the  former 
Effie  Azbell  of  this  city,  is  a  granddaughter  of  two  of  the 
founders  of  the  church,  William  and  Mary  Azbell."'"* 

The  Post  in  relating  the  history  of  the  church  has 
many  notes  in  which  the  Azbell s  and  their  kin  are  listed.  Some 
of  the  most  interesting  follow:  "The  church  was  built  in  1849* 
We  have  no  way  of  finding  out  where  this  wonderful  congregation 
met  during  1840  and  1849,  but  they  were  meeting  and  growing. 

The  ground  on  which  the  church  was  built  was  given  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  by  William  Azbell,  husband  of  Aunt  Mary  ,rPolly" 

Azbell  and  father  of  Mrs.  Janette  Ireland."  '"Two  of  the 
charter  members  lived  to  be  a  good  old  age  and  were  always 
faithful.  They  being  dead,  yet  speak  today  in  the  history  of 
the  church.  Mrs.  Clara  Keith  and  Mrs.  Mary  Azbell  were  their 
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names,  but  they  were  familiarly  known  as  Aunt  Clara  and  Aunt  P&lly. " 
"Aunt  Polly  said  a  meeting  was  held  in  1833  by  M.  R.  Trimble.  This 
meeting  was  across  the  river  in  a  grove  opposite  the  old  ferry 
landing.  There  were  a  number  of  converts  and  among  them  were  Aunt 
Polly  and  Aunt  Clara.  Aunt  Polly  was  baptised  at  the  age  of  14  years. 
Aunt  Clara  was  a  little  older."  "The  first  recorded  official  board 
consisted  of  Spear  S.  Bruce,  Ambrose  Azbell  and  David  Ruby  elders; 
and  B.  F.  Ruby  and  A.  J.  Azbell,  deacons." 

"Some  of  the  neames  of  the  first  hundred  members  are  given. 
Among  them  are:  Jane  Bicknell,  Serelda  Hulen,  Mary  Azbell  (Aunt  Polly) 
,  A.  J.  Azbell,  her  brother,  Jane  Hulen,  Hugh  Hulen,  Elizabeth  Azbell, 
Clara  Azbell  Keith,  Ambrose  Azbell,  Simpson  Hulen,  Hiram  Hulen, 

Hiram  Hulen,  Benjamin  Cox  and  Mary  Cox." 

"For  sometime  the  bell  was  kept  in  the  yard  and  Williaip.  tapped 
it  with  a  piece  of  iron  to  call  the  members  to  service." 

~t  '  —•  ■  Jr  -*-»■*•  -t  ■ '  --  . . ,  -  f  •*  -  rt  ■*  <V  -  r  .r  ■■■ 
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"The  stained  glass  windows  in  the  new  church  built  in  1893  were 
a  gift  from  Nora  Azbell  Slinkardfs  Sunday  School  Class.  The  chairs 
and  pulpit  were  brought  with  some  money  willed  to.  the  church  by  MrSc 
Nancy  Ireland,  one  of  the  pioneer  members..  The  clock  was  presented 
to  the  church  in  1832  or  1883  by  C.  C.  Azbell,  a  jeweler  and  son  of 
Aunt  Polly."  - 

"The  oldest  Sunday  School  record  book  shows  there  was  a 
Sunday  School  as  far  back  as  1847*  One  of  the  records  of  Sept.  28, 
I847,  says  that  Jackson  Azbell fs  class' memorized  18  Bible  verses; 

On  July  28,  1949,  Mary  Azbell  was  elected  Sunday  School  teacher. 

Some  of  the  pupils  were:  Nancy  Hulen,  Elizabeth  Hulen,  James  Curry, 
William  Azbell,  Robert  Curry  and  Jeptha  Keiths ■  In  1925  the  first 
vacation  Bible  School  was  held." 

"In  1872  and  1873  Mrs.  W.  T.  Azbell  (Aunt  Sallie)  and  some  of 
her  helpers  took  subscriptions  to  the  Christian  Monitor  and  made  the 
money  to  buy  a  silver  communion  set.  In  the  early  eighties,  Aunt 
Polly  and  Aunt  Sallie  gave  a  mush  and  milk  supper  and  bought  the 
communion  table.  Mrs.  Elsie  I.  Enley  was  elected  president  of 
C.W.B.M. ,  a  woman1  s  missionary  society  in  1940.  Her  grandmother  was 
the  first  president  in  1890." 
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WILLIAM  ASBILL 

William  Asbill,  son  of  Joseph  Asbill  and  Malinda  Becknell, 
married  Mary  "Polly**  Azbell,  daughter  of  Thomas  Asbill  and  Sarah 
Hulen.  William  was  born  in  1811  and  died  in  1858.  "Aunt  Polly 
Azbell"  was  born  in  1819 .  They  were  married  March  13,  I838.  (See 
Chart  _ page _ and  Chart  _ _ page _ for  con¬ 

nections!  They  had  the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 

\ 

1.  Mary  Azbell 

2.  Sarah  Lucetta  Azbell  born  I84O,  married  (1)  Elijah  Hammond  and 
(2)  William  Hollingsworth.  Children  by  William  Hoolingsworth: 

a. .  Jennie  Hollingsworth 

b.  William  Hollingsworth 

c.  Charles  Hollingsworth 

d.  Christianne  "Kitty"  Hollingsworth  married  James  Hedrick. 
Their  children: 

(1)  Ruth  Hedrick  married  Mr.  Chowning 

(2)  Eugene  Hedrick  married  Miss  Ereede 

e.  Eranklin  Hollingsworth  married  Laura  Sills 

f.  Amy  Hollingsworth  married  John  Atkinson 

g.  Earnest  Hollingsworth  married  Ida  Nimnich 

3.  Martha  Azbell 

4.  Joseph  W.  Azbell 

5.  Charles  Clinton  Azbell  born  1847,  died  1902,  married  Margaret 

Killion  (born  1850)  in  1868.  See  Chart  _ page _ . 

6.  Jackson  Estill  Azbell 

7.  John  Irvine  Azbell  married  Susan  Barlowe.  Their  children: 

a.  Otto  Azbell 

b.  Monte  Azbell  married  I.  Landis  in  1919* 

8.  Nancy  Jeannette  Azbell  born  1854,  died  193^,  married  Millard 
Eillmore  Ireland.  Their  child: 

a.  Elsie  Ireland  married  William  Enley.  Their  child: 

(l)  Maurice  Enley  married  Jeannette  Tropanier 
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Charles  Clinton  Azbell  was  born  in  1847  and  died  in 
1902.  He  married  Margaret  Killion  in  I864.  She  was  born 
in  1850.  They  lived  near  Edwardsport,  Indiana  and  were  very 
active  in  church  work.  Mr.  Azbell  was  a  jeweler.  In  1882  he 
presented  to  the  Edwardsport  Christian  Church  a  large  clock. 
They  had  the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 

1.  Cora  Alva  Azbell 

2.  Charles  Clinton  Azbell,  Jr. married  Viola  Gasser.  Their 
children: 

a.  Charles  Clinton  Azbell  III.  married  Juanita  Schobe. 
Their  child: 

(1)  Donald  William  Azbell 

b.  William  Blaine  Azbell  married  Julia  Eaye  Sullivan 
Their  child: 

(1)  Shelby  Blain  Azbell 

3.  Effie  Irene  Azbell  married  Rev.  J.  Newton  Jessup 

4.  Myrtle  Azbell 

5.  Joseph  Freeman  Azbell  married  Winnefred  Tilly.  Their 
children: 

a.  Pauline  Azbell 

b.  Frederic  Killion  Azbell,  Jr.  married  Vivian 
Newton  white.  Their  children: 

(1)  Barbara  Joan  Azbell 

(2)  Frederic  Killion  Azbell,  Jr. 

c.  Joseph  Freeman  Azbell,  Jr.  married  Jeanne 
Westlake.  Their  children: 

(1)  Margaret  Ellen  Azbell 

(2)  Joseph  Freeman  Azbell, 


III. 
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